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IMPORTANT DATES FOR TERM 1 

 
                                                     ONLINE BANKING -   Account Name -Toorloo Arm Primary School Council 

BSB 063 832 Acc No 1002 2188 

Please include details – Surname and description e.g., Fees, uniform, camp etc. 

Compass, Toorloo Arm Primary School and Parents and Friends of Toorloo Arm Primary School 
  
 
 
Principals Report  
 
“Dancing through the Decades’ dance performance  
 
As Term 1 comes to a close, I’d like to say a big thank you to our students, staff and families for a great start to 
the year. We started strong and it has been fabulous to see that we are finishing strong as well (a little tired from 
the extra events happening, but still strong).  It’s been fantastic to see students getting involved, giving things a 
go and showing pride in their work. Our staff have put in a huge effort to create engaging learning experiences 
and support each student along the way, and I thank each of them for the job that they do. One question that I 
got asked on a recent school tour was “how are your staff?” and my answer was fabulous. I consider myself 
lucky to be at a school that was dedicated, hardworking and caring staff. Thanks for the job you do, day in and 
day out.  
  
We also really appreciate the support from our families and wider community. Whether it’s keeping in touch with 
teachers, helping out at events, or supporting learning at home, it all makes a real difference and helps create 
such a positive school environment. 
 
Few reminders for the end of term: 

- The last day is Thursday; the 2nd of April and we finish at 1.30 pm.  
- There will be no afternoon Nowa Nowa bus service on the last day, so families who use this 

service will need to organise alternative transport home. 
 

Thanks again for your ongoing support, and we hope everyone enjoys a well-earned break. Happy Easter, stay 
safe and enjoy time with your loved ones.  
 
Miss Hopkins 
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The Easter raffle was a huge hit again this year. 
Thanks so much to our wonderful families who donated so much and to Big Bears 
for Donut vouchers and The Essential Way for a beautiful pamper pack. 
 
We are lucky to have some fantastic Mums who helped with packaging up the 
prizes and raffle tickets. Thanks Michelle, Emma and Tess. 
 
If you didn’t will a prize, better luck next year. 
 
 

 
Wellbeing Harmony Day 

Harmony starts with kindness and being all together! It looks like being a lovely 
tomorrow! After an early lunch, the whole school TAPS Harmony Day COLOUR 
RUN will start at 1.45 pm. This will also be the Grade 3-6 TAPS Cross Country. 
Students can be out of uniform for the day, but we recommend white or light 
coloured comfortable “old” clothing. This will make the colours more vibrant. We 
also invite parents, friends and families to be a part of the day-hope to see you at 
this community event. We would love some help- parents/families/carers on 
course (you can drive your car there or walk with a group!) and support the 
children on the way, or at the end doing the colours (wear old clothes!) or 
helping with icy poles. 
Event start time is approximately 1.45 pm, if you could meet Barb at the Rec 
Reserve picnic table at 1.30 pm if you are able to help out that would be great! 

 
 

SAVE the DATE: Breakfast with My Special Person 🌼 ((Mother’s Day Brekky) Friday 8th May 

You’re warmly invited to our yummy croissant and coffee Breakfast with My Special Person 🌼 

Join us as we celebrate the wonderful people in our students’ lives who care, support, and nurture them every 
day. Students are welcome to bring a parent, grandparent, carer, or another special person to share a relaxed 
breakfast together. 
We look forward to celebrating with you! 
 
 

Students of the week 
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P12 
Welcome to the final week of term! We want to start by saying a huge congratulations to all of our dancers last 
week, you all did an amazing job.  
A huge congratulations to our award winners this week, from Miss Cock, William Thomson for his dancing 
enthusiasm, Ava Tuck for stepping outside her comfort zone. The kindness of the week awards goes to Zavier 
for helping Ethan when he fell and Halle for letting others play. Ms Jackson would like to congratulate her class 
on its amazing efforts in learning new dances and performing them in front of the whole school while she was 
away last week.  
 

Last Week’s Fun 
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This Week 
This week we have a few things happening: 

● Wednesday - Harmony Day colour run. Students need to wear a white T-Shirt for the run. Parents are 

welcome to come and help throw colours, hand out ice-poles or just watch. We will be starting at 

1:45pm.  

● Thursday - last day of term, early finish at 1:30. 

 
This week we are finishing off any work we need to, while having fun embracing Harmony Day on Wednesday 
and starting Easter celebrations on Thursday. 
 
Have a great week, and we wish you all the best for the holidays.  
Miss Cock, Ms Jackson, Bree, Lindy, and Hunee. 
 
 
34AB 
Hello 3/4 Parents and Guardians 
 
Students of the week are: 
Darcy Eastham: For fantastic listening, effort and improved skills during swimming and dance lessons. 
Serena Dawes: For her excellent work during dance practice and performance.  
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Evie Jackson: For always having a positive attitude to her learning. 
Travis Tregonning: For being more independent with his learning. 
 
Well done to all Year 3/4 students on their fantastic effort in the whole school performance. It was great to see 
the turnout on the night, and we were so proud of the confidence they built throughout the week. Also, the 3/4 
students were amazing during the swimming program. Each student made excellent growth and enjoyed 
themselves thoroughly. 
This week we have our colour run/cross country on Wednesday. The races begin at 1:45pm and students will 
finish their race with the colour run component.  
 
Literacy 
In reading we are finishing off our group reading texts, completing activities in response to Mulga Bill’s Bicycle 
and writing short stories using ideas from writer’s notebook entries. We are also completing word sorts as part 
of our spelling program.   
 
Mathematics 
In Mathematics students are learning, practising and revising about mental addition and subtraction strategies, 
including compensation, find the difference and partitioning. We have continued our maths fluency program as 
well.  
 
Don’t forget there is an early finish on Thursday. Have a safe and enjoyable holidays.  
 
Thank you 
Carolyn Smith, Alec McPhee, Lisa, Hunee and Lindy 
 
 
56AB 
5/6  End of Term 1 

All of the grade 5/6 staff have been super impressed with the way the cohort has embraced the learning 
opportunities offered over the last two weeks as part of the swimming program and our artist in residence 
programme. Consequently, we are giving a whole unit award for persistence and resilience. Well done kids! 

On Monday we said farewell and good luck to Edward Vincent who is moving to Orbost and will continue his 
schooling at Orbost Community College. Thank-you to all the families who brought a plate to share. Edward was 
overwhelmed by the attention and generosity. 

This week we will be concentrating on finishing our mentor text Sister Heart. This novel has provided us with an 
opportunity to explore a range of themes, including friendship, culture, belonging, survival and the Stolen 
Generation. Please take the time to discuss the novel with your child as the ending will not be what they expect. 

Yesterday students completed an adaptive maths test using an alternative program we are trialling at TAPS. 
The test uses student answers to determine what level questions should be asked and is continually refining the 
challenge to students. We will be using this information to plan our maths program in Term 2. We will continue 
to review maths strategies that support efficiency in all maths operations. We are doing this through quick, 
structured activities that are designed to improve number fluency. 

We want to thank all students and families for a great start to 2026. Let’s keep it going into Term 2 and beyond. 
Kids, have a well-deserved break and we look forward to seeing what you all can achieve in Term 2. 

Ali Mackie, Larissa Murray, Lizzy Haldane, Alyssa and Dee 😊 

 
 
Art/Stem 
Term one has certainly been busy! To wrap things up in art, students from all classes have created works for 
Harmony Day, starting off with ‘paper’ rocks to try out their designs, then move onto hand painting real black 
river pebbles. Both these works are a collaborative piece that will be on display in the main building gallery for 
everyone to enjoy. 
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Have a safe Easter break. 
 
Jobi Laybourne. 
 
 
SPORT AND PE NEWS  
Students of the Week 
Declan Bills: For great leadership, noticing and including others in PE. 
Luca Douglas: For his enthusiasm and focus in PE, well done! 
 
This week, all classes have done a “recci” for the Colour Run and are prepared and ready to go. We have 
looked at the course and discussed the safety aspects for this event. We’ve had a look at some photos from last 
year to get a good picture in our head if we haven’t done it before! Everyone can choose if they go through the 
colours if they’re not sure, can come through the NO Colours section.  
 
Preps to grade 2s have also been practising their jump rope, with the short, long ropes and the “Thunderstick”. 
We are in the learning pit, but we’ve been using strategies such as asking for help, watching others who are 
doing a good job and then giving it another 100% best effort. 
 
TAPS Harmony Day Cross Country and Colour Run 
Don’t forget the TAPS Cross Country and Colour Run will be held after lunch at the Lake Tyers Beach Reserve 
on Wednesday 1st of April, weather permitting. If you are able to help out with this event, that would be 
fantastic! Students can be out of uniform for the day, but we recommend white or light coloured “old” clothing. 
This will make the colours more vibrant. We are looking for adults to be on course-walking, jogging, cheering on 
along the way; handing out and raffle tickets. Please let us know if you can help out on this TAPS community 
event, we do need parents/carers help to run this activity successfully, such a handing out icy poles and 
being on course (walking or park your car),  to ensure the event is safe! Event start times (approximate): 
1.45 pm 12 year old students start 3 km run 
1.50 11 year old students start 3 km event 
1.55 8/9/10 boys start 2 km event 
2.00 8/9/10 girls start 2 km event 
2.05 Gr 2 start 2 laps Colour Run 
2.10 Gr 1 start 2 laps Colour Run 
2.15 Preps start 1 lap Colour Run 
 
Get Active Kids vouchers: 
Round 10 applications are now open! Victorian families can now apply for $200 vouchers or reimbursements to 
help cover the costs of sport and active recreation for eligible children. If you have already paid you can get 
reimbursed. Please note that funding is available only for aligned sporting organisations. 
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Applications close 10am on 2 April 2026, or earlier if the allocated budget is fully exhausted. 
You can apply using the following link to the Get Active Kids website: 
 
https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/apply-for-vouchers/ 
 
Please don’t hesitate to catch up with us if you have any concerns about your child’s participation in 
PE, or if you are interested in connecting them up with sport in the community, we can usually you 
point in the right direction. Also, it would be great if your child wears runners and has a water bottle on PE 
days, so that participation is comfortable and safe, and of course, hats are compulsory this term.  
 
Parkrun Lakes Entrance 
Active April starts this week! With the Division cross country just around the corner next term, why not get some 
training in with your local community? Every Saturday morning at 8.00 am, the event takes place at Lakes 
Entrance Rotunda, Memorial Park, Esplanade, Lakes Entrance. Junior parkrun is 2 km for ages 4-14 year olds, 
5 km run/walk for over 14, register online:  
 
https://www.parkrun.com.au/lakesentrance/ 
 
It’s free. It’s for everyone. Whether you’re young or old, male or female, fit or unfit, able-bodied or not, you’re 
always welcome. It’s not about racing, it’s about running. Children under 11 years old must be fully supervised 
by an adult. 
 
Have a great holiday everyone, hopefully you can have a go at some of these screen-free inside and outside 
play ideas at home, at the park or the beach! 
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Thanks, 
Barb (PE SPORT COORDINATOR) 
 
Important Sport dates for Term 1 2026 
 
Tuesday 24th March-Friday 27th March Gr 3-6 Swimming Program Aquadome 
Wednesday 1st April Harmony Day Cross Country Colour Run Whole School 1.45 first event starts 
 
Important Sport dates for Term 2 2026 
 
WEEK 3 
Tuesday 5th May Division Cross Country Bairnsdale Qualifying Gr 3-6 students 
 
WEEK 5 
Friday 22nd May District Winter Sports Lakes Entrance Gr 5/6 students (back up Fri 29th May) 
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