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IMPORTANT DATES FOR TERM 1 

 
                                                     ONLINE BANKING -   Account Name -Toorloo Arm Primary School Council 

BSB 063 832 Acc No 1002 2188 

Please include details – Surname and description e.g., Fees, uniform, camp etc. 

Compass, Toorloo Arm Primary School and Parents and Friends of Toorloo Arm Primary School 
  
 
 
Principals Report  
 
Welcome to the week 9 newsletter. Lots to look forward to for our students and community towards the end of 
term, dance practice and performance, colour run and Easter. Fun time of the year.  
 
Dance- whole school performance 
This week sees the start of our week of dance. Rehearsals started Monday and remember to put Thursday into 
your diary for our whole school performance, 6 pm in the school gallery. Themes and costume ideas are 
below to help you get sorted for the evening:  
 
P1- Swimming-Board shorts, Rashi, Hawaiian prints, googles or floaties 
12- Disco- Plain t-shirt with star on the front, Black bottoms, bike shorts, long socks, plain coloured t-shirt and 
headband/bandanna  
34A-Egyptian- White toga (oversized adult t-shirt), gold/yellow fabric for belt 
34B-Rock and Roll- White t-shirt, black pants, full circle skirts, cardigans, Grease style clothing, Boys-slicked 
back hair, Girl’s ponytail 
56A-Country- denim jeans, white t-shirt, plaid shirts, cowboy hats 
56B-Street wear-normal casual clothes, tracksuit pants, baggy pants and hoodie, caps, basketball jerseys. 

Please arrive by 5:45pm, ready to go😊 

 
Network Professional learning day  
This week, the rescheduled ‘Network Big Day Out’, will be held in Orbost. This was planned to happen at the 
start of the year, however, was rescheduled to this Thursday.  
Unfortunately, this is the day that our whole school performance was booked in (honestly out of all the days in 
the term that I didn’t want it to be rescheduled too, this was the day). I will be attending on behalf of our school 
and look forward to engaging in the learning and discussions across the day. All relevant information and key 
takeaways will be shared with staff to ensure the benefits of the day are felt across our whole school 
community. 
 
Have a great week.  
Miss Hopkins  

 
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 9 
Mar 
 

23 
3-6 Swimming 
KINECT2Dance 
 

24 
3-6 Swimming 
KINECT2Dance 
 
 

25 
3-6 Swimming 
KINECT2Dance 
 
 

26 
3-6 Swimming 
Evening Dance 
performance 
6pm 

27 
3-6 Swimming 
 
 

Week 10 
April 
 

30 
 

31 
 

1 
TAPS Colour Run 
 

2 
Early Finish 
1:30pm 
  

3 
Good Friday 
 

      

Week 1 
April 
 

20 
 

21 22 23 24      
 

Week 2 
 
 

27 
 
 

28 
SC 4pm 

29  30 1 
Staff first Aid 
training- No 
students 
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Parents and Friends of Toorloo Arm Primary School are now calling for donations 
for the Easter Raffle, please send donations along to the office. The more 
donations we get, the more children could win a prize.  
It doesn’t need to be chocolate; it can be any Easter themed items. 
 
Easter raffle tickets have been sent home, if you need more, just ask at the office. 
 
Raffle will be drawn at Assembly next Monday the 30th of April. 
 

 
Wellbeing Harmony Day 
Harmony is about kindness and being all together! After an early lunch, the whole school TAPS Harmony Day 
COLOUR RUN is on Wednesday 1st of April, weather permitting. (This will also be the Grade 3-6 TAPS Cross 
Country).  

 
 
Permission forms are on Compass, so please complete. 
Students can wear out of uniform for the day, but we recommend white 
or light coloured comfortable “old” clothing. This will make the colours more 
vibrant. We also invite parents, friends and families to be a part of the day-
hope to see you at this community event.  
We would love some help- parents/families/carers on course (you can 
drive your car there or walk with a group!) and support the children 
on the way, or at the end doing the colours (wear old clothes!) or 
helping with icy poles. 
 
Event start time is approximately 1.45 pm. 
 
 

 
Students of the Week 
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P12 
Welcome to week 8 of Term 1 P/1/2 families. Oh, how the term flies!  
A huge congratulations to our award winners this week, from Miss Cock, Jakarala Pattern-Moore for her 
fantastic pattern work, Liam Parkhill for his clear and accurate explanation of larger and smaller numbers using 
tens and ones and Kerrile Whelan for her great sportsmanship towards others. From 1/2, awards went to 
Evelyn Murdoch for her wonderful descriptive language in writing, and Hannah Wickham for being ready to 
learn and for helping others. 
 
The Kindness of the week awards go to Nikiah James for being kind to others when they are hurt, Mackenzie 
O’Shea for including others in her play, Jakaiah So for guiding others to success in the playground and Alyssa 
Rushton for including others in her play.  
 
Kinetic Dance 
Students are working hard to learn their dances for Thursday's performance. The show will start at 6:00pm, so 
students are asked to be at school at 5:45 (please don't come too early).  
 
The Prep/One costumes are swimming attire such as rashies, goggles, floaties, ect. Please don't go out and buy 
anything, we will have some things available for the kids to wear.  
 
The Grade 1/2 class are asked to wear a t-shirt with a star on the front, shorts, long socks, and a 
bandana/headband. 
 
Next Week 
As it is the last week of term, we have a few thighs happening: 

• Wednesday - harmony day colour run. Students need to wear a white T-Shirt for the run. Parents are 
welcome to come and help throw colours, hand out ice-poles or just watch. We will be starting at 
1:45pm.  

• Thursday - last day of term, early finish at 2:15 
 
This week we are looking at: 
Reading: 

• Students are engaging with a mentor text, with a focus on developing foundational comprehension skills 
(G.K.R) and exploring how sentence structure can build understanding and create suspense within a 
narrative. 

• Students are working within differentiated spelling groups tailored to their individual learning needs. 
These groups focus on skills including consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) patterns, digraphs, blends, 
and long vowel sounds. 

• Prep students will be introduced to a new set of letters: m, d, g, o, c, and f. 
 
Writing: 

• Prep students are writing simple sentences using CVC words, with a focus on using initial sounds and 
leaving appropriate spaces between words. 

• Year 1 students are learning how to add detail to their sentences to make their writing more engaging 
and descriptive. 

• Year 1/2 students are revising their understanding of full stops and capital letters. 

• All students are focusing on developing neat and consistent handwriting across all forms of writing. 
 
Maths: 
This week in Maths, students are exploring pattern: 

• identifying the repeating elements within patterns and determining missing elements. 

• Finding the rule in additive patterns that can be increasing or decreasing. 
Students will also continue developing their understanding of place value. 

• Prep students are consolidating their ability to order numbers to 10 in a variety of sequences. 

• Year 1 students are applying their knowledge of tens and ones to identify numbers that are 10 more and 
10 less. 

• Two’s are looking at standard and non-standard groupings to make numbers. 
 
 
Have a great week, 
Miss Cock, Ms Jackson, Bree, Lindy, and Hunee. 
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34AB 
Hello 3/4 Families  
Pupils of the week are: 
Violet Jonkers, Harper Robertson and William Fotheringham: For including lots of detail in their report about 
our science experiment. 
 
School Performance 
Our school performance will take place at 6:00pm this Thursday 26th of March. All parents and family are 
welcome to share the fun with our students. Students need to buy at school by 5:45pm. 
Outfits 
3/4 4 A -Our theme is Egypt – A white base – eg white T shirt and white/black pants or a white sheet wrapped 
as a toga would be great and then anything gold. If you have any gold paper/fabric, please send it to school as 
we can use it to help with outfits. 
3/4 B – Our theme is rock n roll – White T shirt, black pants or skirt, ponytails if hair is long enough. 
Maths 
Students are continuing to learn addition and subtraction strategies and deciding which strategy will be the most 
efficient to solve each problem. Students had fun on Friday filling and measuring containers with water to learn 
about capacity. 
Reading  
We have continued to read the Banjo Patterson Poem Mulga Bill. Students have enjoyed working out old 
fashioned words by using the clues in the text. 
Writing 
Students have written a report about the eggs in different liquids experiment conducted last week. We have also 
continued to build ideas for future writing in student’s writer’s notebooks. 
Have a great week, 
Ms Smith, Mr McPhee, Lisa, Hunee and Lindy. 
 
 
56AB 
SOTW 
5/ 6 A 
Payton Angel for her clever writing idea and her enthusiasm to share the idea and her writing with other. It is 
lovely to see you feeling proud of what you are achieving in grade 5. Great effort. 
Katarlis Atherton-Gordon her commitment to improving her maths fluency in particular related to number 
bonds. Keep at it Katarlis and quick recall will follow. Great effort. 
Isaac Whitford his thoughtful responses to our mentor text “Sister Heart” and his creative writing using our 
prompt. You are challenging yourself in every area and it is lovely to see the results! 
5/ 6 B 
Tessa Manley and River Johnson for their thoughtful reading responses to Sister Heart. It was great to see 
them both backing up their ideas with evidence from the text. 
Fletcher Hindle for his terrific Rocket Write last week. He used the prompt very creatively to write a humorous 
and engaging piece. Well, done Fletcher. 
 
We have a very busy and exciting week ahead. Our swimming program continues, and this will be the final 
week, concluding with Survival Day on Friday. It has been wonderful to see so many students challenging 
themselves and making noticeable improvements in their swimming skills after just one week. 
 
This week, we are also fortunate to have an Artist in Residence working with our students on an engaging 
dance program. Students are enjoying learning new routines in preparation for our whole-school performance 
on Thursday evening. For the performance, students in 5/6A are asked to wear country-style clothing (jeans, a 
plain or checked shirt, and boots for a cowboy/cowgirl look), while students in 5/6B are asked to wear street-
style clothing (hoodies, baggy tracksuit pants or jeans, and a cap for a hip-hop look). We look forward to a 
fantastic evening and hope to see many families there. 
 
Despite these additional activities, classroom learning will continue as usual. In literacy, we will keep exploring 
our mentor text, Sister Heart, with a focus on character relationships and key themes. Students will be writing a 
range of responses and learning to support their ideas with evidence from the text. 
In mathematics, we will continue to build fluency through a new rotation of activities designed to strengthen 
students’ confidence, understanding, and flexibility when working with numbers. 
Have a wonderful week. 

Ali Mackie, Larissa Murray, Lizzy Haldane, Alyssa and Dee 😊 
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Art/Stem 
It’s getting close to the end of term one! Students in both Art and STEM are wrapping things up before the 
Easter holidays. 

 
 

   
 

   
 
Jobi Laybourne. 
 
 
Language and Culture 
Hello, 
We have been very busy celebrating all things Irish in Language and Culture the past week!  

• P/1 we made shamrock collages, after learning all about how people celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.  

• 3/4, we had our first go at cooking, creating some green pretzel and chocolate shamrocks (with mixed 
success!).  

• 5/6 we made Irish Soda bread, after learning all about why it became such an important staple for the 
Irish people.  
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This week we will be learning all about the Holi Festival of colour across the school, as it links in so nicely with 
our Harmony Day colour run cross country next week! The Holi festival is where the throwing of colour 
originated. The throwing of colour and water is used to celebrate the arrival of Spring in the Northen 
Hemisphere, symbolising unity and renewal.  
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The festival, which used to be celebrated in India and Nepal now happens all over the world. We look forward to 
celebrating with you next week on Wednesday! 
In the final week of Term, we will be looking at how Easter is celebrated all over the world.  
Thanks, Lizzy Haldane 
 
 
SPORT AND PE NEWS  
 
Students of the Week 
Eseta Tiatia, McKenzie O’Shae and Eliza Dowling for being Super Skippers, trying hard to get the rhythm of 
skipping by practising to the music! 
 
Preps to grade 2s have been introduced to jump rope this week, it’s been fun moving to music, and Gr 3-6s are 
focussing on strategies to help control our body and emotions in games and group challenges. Well done Gr 5/6 
A for “Turning over the Tarp” on your second attempt. Amazing teamwork, problem solving and communicating 
effectively. 
 
Gr 3-6 Swimming Program 
It’s the final week of the swimming program for Gr 3-6s. Well done everyone, the program has been very 
successful so far. We finish up this Friday 27th March. If you have any further questions, please contact the 
school. 

  

  

  

 
 
TAPS Run Club 
We had two sessions of run club last week again. Thanks to Charlotte, Zoe and River for tracking the laps and 
collating who has achieved a bracelet this week. 
These students have also reached 25 run or more and will receive their green bracelet: 
P/1/2 Ethan  
Gr 3/4 Jasper 
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These students have also reached 50 laps or more and will receive their yellow bracelet: 
Gr 3/4 Mave 
Gr 5/6 Brysen Willow Harry 
Congratulations also to Ollie D for completing over 100 laps so far, he is the first one to get the red bracelet. 
That’s over 25kms as each lap is 250m! 
 
Get Active Kids vouchers: 
Round 10 applications are now open! Victorian families can now apply for $200 vouchers or reimbursements to 
help cover the costs of sport and active recreation for eligible children. If you have already paid you can get 
reimbursed. Please note that funding is available only for aligned sporting organisations. 
 
Applications close 10am on 2 April 2026, or earlier if the allocated budget is fully exhausted. 
You can apply using the following link to the Get Active Kids website: 
 
https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/apply-for-vouchers/ 
 
 
TAPS Harmony Day Cross Country and Colour Run 
Don’t forget the TAPS Cross Country and Colour Run will be held after lunch at the Lake Tyers Beach Reserve 
on Wednesday 1st of April, weather permitting. If you are able to help out with this event, that would be 
fantastic! Students can wear out of uniform for the day, but we recommend white or light coloured “old” 
clothing. This will make the colours more vibrant. We are looking for adults to be on course-walking, jogging, 
cheering on along the way; handing out and raffle tickets. Please let us know if you can help out on this TAPS 
community event, we do need parents/carers help to run this activity successfully, such a handing out 
icy poles and being on course (walking or park your car),  to ensure the event is safe! Event start times 
(approximate): 
1.45 pm 12 year old students start 3 km run 
1.50 11 year old students start 3 km event 
1.55 8/9/10 boys start 2 km event 
2.00 8/9/10 girls start 2 km event 
2.05 Gr 2 start 2 laps Colour Run 
2.10 Gr 1 start 2 laps Colour Run 
2.15 Preps start 1 lap Colour Run 
 
 
Please don’t hesitate to catch up with us if you have any concerns about your child’s participation in 
PE, or if you are interested in connecting them up with sport in the community, we can usually you 
point in the right direction. Also, it would be great if your child wears runners and has a water bottle on PE 
days, so that participation is comfortable and safe, and of course, hats are compulsory this term.  
 
Thanks, 
Barb (SPORT COORDINATOR) 
 
 
Important Sport dates for Term 1 2026 
 
Tuesday 24th March-Friday 27th March Gr 3-6 Swimming Program Aquadome 
Wednesday 1st April Harmony Day Cross Country Colour Run Whole School 
 
Important Sport dates for Term 2 2026 
 
WEEK 3 
Monday 5th May Division Cross Country Bairnsdale Qualifying Gr 3-6 students 
 
WEEK 5 
Friday 22nd May District Winter Sports Lakes Entrance Gr 5/6 students 
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