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Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Over the next 3 weeks our grade 6 students will participate in their chosen school’s transition program.  Our 
teachers have meet with staff from all schools and passed on relevant information to staff who will be working with 
our students.  We wish our kids all the best as they transition to Secondary College and we look forward to the 
students coming back and telling us how much they are going to enjoy the next stage of their education.   

 

Last week our 2025 preps spent the whole day at school and had the enjoyment of 
being in the yard for recess and lunch.  Our grade 5 students have done a great job 
stepping into the role of being a buddy and making our littlest members feel safe 
and welcome.    Over the next few weeks Naomi will visit the kinder teachers and see 
the children in their familiar setting.   

 

2025 Grade Structure 

At this stage our grade structure for 2025 will be as follows:  

Prep   19  

Grade 1/2  16 

Grade 1/2  16 

Grade 3/4  20 

Grade 3/4 19  

Grade 5/6  16 

Grade 5/6  17  

 

This decision has been made so that the current structure of the school remains consistent and so that all students 
remain with their peer groupings which is advantageous for forming positive relationships and a sense of 
connectedness and belonging. Of course, if we get a large fluctuation of enrolments or students leaving the school 
between now and the end of the year, then this structure may need to be reconsidered.   

 

 

 

 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 8 
Nov 
 

25 26 
NAGLE College  
Transition  

27 
SOMERS CAMP  
finishes  
 

28 
Grade1 
Sleepover 
SSG’s 

29                           

Week 9 
Dec 
 

2 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
OSC Transition   

4 
 
 
OSC Transition   

5 
 
 
OSC Transition 
SSG’s   

6                             
  

Week 
1
0 

Dec 
 

9 PUPIL FREE 
DAY 
LESC 
TRANSITION 
 

10 
BSC Transition  
LESC 
TRANSITION 
 

11 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
SSG’s 

13                           

Week11 
Dec 
 

16 
Grade 6 Big Day 
Out  
 
 
 

17 
Grade 6 Graduation 
In school 
transition   
Reports given out  

18 
Last Assembly  
 
Rewards Day  
 

19 
CLEAN UP DAY 

20                           
POOL DAY 
10.00-1.00 

 November 26th, 2024 
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An unwanted visitor in the school grounds  

Last week we did have a large red belly black snake in the school grounds.  Students and teachers responded 
appropriately with student safety at the forefront of our actions.  We held a brief assembly on Wednesday morning 
just reminding children of the reality of living and going to school in a rural setting and the actions students are to 
take to if they have an encounter with a snake.   

1) to keep themselves safe from a snake they can play in the clear, not step or reach into the garden, checking 
before they exit classrooms 

2) how to respond if they do see one – inform an adult, back away from it, let it travel where it wants to go.  We will  
ring the Shelter in Place bell or the rain bell indicating the need for everyone to head inside.   

3) if they are bitten – immobilize and send for help.  All staff are first aid trained and know what to do in an 
emergency.   

Thanks to the parents who have expertise in this area and have offered to help.  All parents can assist in talking 
with students about how to respond if they have an encounter with a snake particularly as the weather starts to 
warm up, increasing their activity.    As a school we have cleared away some of the garden beds making them less 
appealing for snakes to nestle into and just hope that our not so little visitor has moved on.  

 

Thanks for your ongoing support , 

Kerry Hughes  

Students of the Week 

 

 
 

Prep/1 

Good Morning, welcome to week 8! Congratulations to our award winners this week, Jyeran Whitford for changing 
his mind set and having a go. Indy Geddes for her patience and understanding towards others.   
 
Grade one Sleepover! 
This Thursday is the grade one sleepover. The grade ones will be dismissed as normal on Thursday and come 
back at 5:00pm. On Friday they can be picked up at 1:00pm. Preps will come to school as normal.  
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This week we are looking at:  
Reading:  

• Letter sounds – Segmenting and Blending. They are listening to a word with 5 sounds and pulling out the 

sounds they hear.  

• Inferring – while reading students think about what they know about the story, use their own connections 

and the things they know answer questions. 

Writing: Students to finish their free writing stories and move into the publishing space.  
Maths: Time 
We are exploring time using a clock and how it works. Students will look at how a clock is arranged, o’clock and 
half an hour time. They will also start exploring duration of time and how long activities take.  
Integrated studies:  
For the next few weeks we will be experimenting with light, we will be looking at the how it is produced and some of 
the science behind it.    
 

Have a great week, 

Miss Cock and Harry 

 
 
1/2A 
Hello and welcome to Week 8 of Term 4!  
My awards this week went to Travis Tregonning and Grace Jackson. Travis’s award was for his attitude and 
effort towards his learning last week. Grace’s award was for her improved effort and have a go attitude towards her 
writing, writing more than she ever has before! Well done to both students.  
 
This week in reading we are looking at compound sentences and how we can join two independent clauses 
together to make a compound sentence.  
In Writing we are working on writing our free writes, as well as beginning to explore poetry.  
In Maths we are finishing up our work on fractions and will begin looking at time and how to read the time to the 
nearest quarter and half-hour.  
 
Finally, the Grade 1s are extremely excited for sleepover on Thursday night. If students could come dressed in their 
bathers that would be awesome! 
Thanks and have a great week! 
Eliza Cunningham, Brenda Power Hunee and Lisa 
 
 
34AB 
Hi all 3/4 families, 
Our students of the week are: 
3/4A  Edison Stapleton for his great leadership and collaboration during our Engineers without borders session. 
Isaac Whitford for his great work during writing sessions. He worked really hard to plan, write, revise and publish 
his book, Babby the Crab. We are all looking forward to the sequel!  
3/4B Ivy Mallen for her listening and collaborative participation in the Engineers Without Borders session on 
Friday. 
William Boehmke for his commitment to improving his reading aloud and his written responses to what he is 
reading.  
In reading students will begin their new contract choice activities which focus on our class mentor text, Storm Boy. 
Students will continue writing their own choice of genre stories. Our mini lessons will focus on organizing ideas into 
paragraphs and using punctuation to enhance our writing, especially the correct ways to punctuate direct speech. 
In science students will continue their information report on a native Australian animal. This report relates to our 
science unit on food chains and the children are researching a chosen animal to find out what it eats and what eats 
it!  In maths, students will continue to investigate probability and record their results as part of the data and 
statistics unit.  
On Friday, we were all involved in science activities run by Engineers Without Borders .  We were given a 
challenge to create a prosthetic leg that one student to walk on for about 5 meters. We all had great fun, planning a 
design, buying equipment with pretend money and then making the leg. It was great to see everyone cooperating 
to create their “leg”.  
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Have a great week and remember to support your children in their reading.  
Mrs Mackie, Mrs Murray and Alyssa 
 
 
56AB 
Hello 5/6 Families 
Students of the week are: 
Isabel Thomson: For working hard and showing improvement in all areas including maturity. 
Reef Stoddart: For improvement in attitude and willingness to ask for help. 
Tarzi Sellings for being a fantastic buddy during the kinder transition sessions. Amazing Tarzi! 
Lynken Perkins for showing improved focus in the classroom and having a go at tasks independently on a more 
consistent basis. Well done! 
 
In reading this week we are continuing to focus on improving the student’s comprehension of non-fictions texts 
through summarising, note-taking and finding details. Students have continued to research and write fantastic 
information reports and are choosing to present their piece through PowerPoint or posters. In maths we have been 
representing fractions as decimals and percentages and are next revisiting how to multiply using decimals and 
further the students’ understanding of fractions through challenging tasks.  
In Health and Respectful Relationships, we have continued to unpack gender equity in Australia through further 
research and discussion, and we have also explored the topic of body ownership and importance of consent.  
 
Our Somers Camp students return from Camp on Wednesday. Students depart camp at 10am and return to their 
original drop off point - Lakes Entrance at 2:30pm. 
 
Thank you,  
Carolyn Smith, Alec McPhee, Bree, Janet and Hannah 
 
 
FRENCH 
Bonjour, 
This week, I gave a group award to Payton Angel, Charlotte Butcher, Samantha Humphrey and Emily Whelan 
for showing great collaborative skills during a group activity. They worked well together and were well organised so 
that each of them had a role to play to complete the given task. 
I also gave an award to three students in Prep for their hard work with numbers. A frequent game we play in the 
classroom is "The circle of numbers", in which students take turn counting one by one, trying to get as high as they 
can without making a mistake. When someone makes a mistake, they sit out and we start from one again. It was 
very surprising to see that our last three students in the game were Prep students! Well done Ethan Reinke, 
Matilda Ryan and Evelyn Murdoch! 
   
This week, students in grades Prep to 2 continue with our Juice Bar story, acting out some of the phrases from the 
story that they will be expected to use in our Pop-up juice bar soon. 
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Please: s'il-vous-plait 
Thank you: merci 
I'm hungry: j'ai faim 
I'm thirsty: J'ai soif 
Here you are: Voila 
It's delicious: c'est délicieux 
  
Students in grades 3 and 4 will continue their practice with -ER verb through a group game. 
  
The following students tried particularly hard last week: 
 P-1: Ethan, Matilda, Evelyn 
1-2: Halle, Dawson and Eli S. 
3-4A: Charlotte, Emily, Payton and Samantha 
  
Bonne semaine à tous!  
  
Madame Samson 
 
 
ART  
Students have continued their exploration of tessellated patterns and geometric shapes this week, using traditional 
techniques and digital software. 
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Artists of the Week, Milly Comber and Sienna Jones. 
 
Jobi Laybourne. 
 
 
PERFORMING ARTS 
Term 4, week 8 
Hello everyone, 
Welcome to week 8 and I am pleased to congratulate performers 
of the week Elicia Austen (Grade 1/2) for her enthusiasm while 
learning a new dance and for helping her classmate, and Milly 
Moss (Grade 3/4) for her enthusiasm and encouragement of her 
group members. Congratulations to these students’ efforts. 
 
The Grade P-2 students will practice the Ocean Song Warm-Up 
dance and will practice moving in unison with a partner during the 
Mirror Game. 
 
This week in Grade 3/4, students will practice their moves for 
each letter of the alphabet and will reflect on how their dance 
moves are influenced by existing dances and cultures. 
 
The Grade 5/6 students will combine their small groups to form 
two big groups. They will practice their Fizzie Dance and will 
incorporate the elements of dance including body, energy, space 
and time. Groups will have a ‘dance off’ inspired by Run DMC’s 
‘It’s Like That’ music video. 
Stay dry, folks! 
Caitlin Jackson 
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SPORT AND PE NEWS  
 
Grade 5/6 students have continued the Sport Ed Volleyball unit with a focus on the roles and responsibilities of 
playing and officiating the game, whilst the Grade 3/4s are playing whole class games to Newcombe, a fun 
modified volleyball style game. 
 
The junior school have continued to practice bat and ball control and working on forehand and backhand 
technique-trying not to switch hands! Don’t forget the FREE tennis lessons our school has been offerred if your 
child is enjoying this unit provided by the Australian Tennis Foundation, see below. 
 
Thanks 
Barb (PE and SPORT COORDINATOR) 
 

ATF FREE After School Tennis Lesson at TAPS  

The final session for the year is next Thursday Dec 5th from 4.15pm to 5.15pm at the 
courts at Lakes Entrance behind the Aquadome, weather permitting, next week. Come 
along and try tennis and receive your FREE tennis racquet! 
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