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 Wednesday 21st February 2024 
 Calendar dates 
 Wednesdays 2:45:  Assembly in the Music Room, all 
 parents welcome 
 February 
 Wednesday 21st -  Prep rest day 
 Monday 26th -  Parent Info session 
 Wednesday 28th -  Prep rest day 

 - PFC Mee�ng @ 3:15 in Library 
 Thursday 29th  - District Swimming Sports 
 March 
 Wednesday 6th -  Prep rest day (final) 

 -  Finance Commi�ee/School Council 
 Monday 11th -  Labour Day (no school) 
 Wednesday 13th - 22nd -  NAPLAN (Year 3 & 5) 
 Smile Squad (Dental Van) 
 Tuesday 19th -  Seasons for Growth parent session 
 Thursday 28th -  End of Term 1 2:30 finish, buses @  3 
 April 
 Monday 15th -  Term 2 commences 

 REMINDER - BROAD-BRIMMED HATS MUST BE 
 WORN TERM 1  - Please pack one in your child’s bag. 

 Birthdays 

 Happy Birthday to Oliver and Josh for the 18th, 11 
 years old and Evie for the 18th she was 5 years old. 
 And happy birthday to Ruby for tomorrow she will be 
 10 years old. 
 From our Principal 
 Dear Community, 
 Already we are into important parts of our school 
 year. 
 Swimming Program 
 Our final day of swimming on Monday showed that 
 all children have con�nued to grow in their learning. 
 The district swimming has been rescheduled twice 

 due to damage at the  Bairnsdale pool a�er extreme 
 weather last week. The new day is Thursday 29th 
 February, 2024. 
 Volunteers 
 I would like to thank the volunteers who a�ended 
 swimming. It helped keep our students safe and be 
 organised. 
 Our school would love extra volunteers for a couple 
 of hours a week- 

 ●  processing books and shelving books in the 
 library 

 ●  Breakfast club ½ hour a few �mes a week 
 ●  Help with reading and take home books 
 ●  Help with the learning tutor program 
 ●  Other events during the year. 

 Outside of School Care Program 
 I am commencing the process for establishing this 
 program. I have already had some community 
 members offer their services. If you are qualified or 
 intending to train in child care; we will be recrui�ng. 
 Having people who are interested and available to do 
 the work will help us in seeking an external provider. 

 Our Parent Informa�on Session 
 We are looking forward to our parent session next 
 week. It will kick off with informa�on and then a 
 sausage sizzle. Over the last year we have made a 
 number of changes to our work at the school and 
 have new programs such as Indonesian as one of our 
 offerings. We would love to see as many parents as 
 possible join us. 

 Kind Regards, 

 Jeff Wilson 
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 From the Office 
 School bank details  CBA  :  BSB  : 063-857;  Account No  : 
 10006685. Please mark your transac�on with family 
 name and what it is for eg: Shepherd Fees 24 

 Voluntary Contribu�on 
 A BIG thankyou to the 4 families who have paid 
 voluntary fees. 
 Two weeks ago we included the school’s parent 
 payment policy.  The fees are voluntary. The school, 
 as explained in this policy, uses these fees to provide 
 a range of experiences for our students as well as 
 resource them to tackle the work done in the 
 classroom. 

 There are a variety of ways in which fees can be paid. 
 Please read these carefully. 

 The school looks forward to having strong support 
 from our families  so we can con�nue to provide the 
 best for students. Please speak with Andrea or Jeff if 
 you have any ques�ons. 

 ATTENDANCE: 

 Thank You to the many parents who contact the 
 school either directly or through UEducateUs to 
 explain their child’s absence. The school has a 
 duty of care to ensure that absences are 
 explained. Ashleigh will be managing A�endance 
 records, working on these each Wednesday. If 
 your child has an unexplained absence, you may 
 be contacted through UEducateUs, directly by 
 email or a phone call from Ashleigh. If you 
 receive communica�on from school about an 
 absence which doesn’t make sense, please 
 contact the school and we will sort this out. 

 The department of educa�on is frequently 
 checking up on high absence and so having 
 informa�on helps us keep them informed. 

 CSEF:  This stands for Camps,Sports and Excursions 
 Fund. To be eligible for the $150 for each child, paid 
 into your school account, ‘a parent or legal guardian 
 MUST be the holder of an eligible Centrelink Health 
 Care Card, Pensioner Concession Card or holder of a 
 Veterans Affairs Gold Card’. Families who are eligible 
 and have accessed it last year, please check that you 
 are s�ll eligible. These families will be automa�cally 
 rolled over.  Please see Andrea if you are a new 
 parent and feel you are eligible. 

 ENROLMENT DETAILS FORM-TO BE RETURNED! 

 Parents of students in Grade 1-6 will receive 
 enrolment details we currently have on record. It is 
 very important that we have up-to-date details in 
 case of an emergency. When you receive this in the 
 next week or so, please check carefully and return, 
 signed with any amendments. You will also be asked 
 to complete a permission form for a variety of 
 ac�vi�es- please fill in, sign and return. We hope to 
 have some of these forms up on UEducateUs. 

 Student of the Week 

 This week the Junior room congratulates: 
 Jasmine Snape 

 For her amazing efforts during swimming. Well done 
 Jas for trying hard and improving so much with your 

 swimming! You are a li�le mermaid! 

 This week the Senior room congratulates: 
 George Hill 

 For encouraging and suppor�ng a range of students 
 within the swimming program and for encouraging 

 peers to do the right thing in the yard and class �mes. 
 Well done George for taking responsibility and 

 showing great leadership. 



 From our Classrooms 

 Junior Class News 
 We are so excited to be back in the classroom every 
 day now a�er a fun and successful swimming 
 program. This week we are focussing on learning the 
 expecta�ons in different aspects of school, such as 
 the reading and wri�ng workshops and out in  the 
 yard. 

 Yesterday we visited the Shire Library for the first 
 �me this year. It was great to get back and see Jodie 
 and Julie again. We enjoyed some stories about 
 e-safety as part of Safer Internet Day 2024, which was 
 earlier in February. Some informa�on brochures with 
 advice came home yesterday. 

 Take home books came home on Monday, and are to 
 be returned each  Monday  along with school library 
 books. Students will receive Dojo Points for each 
 night read and change their books. Further 
 informa�on has been put on the class story on Dojo. 
 This week we welcome Levi’s mum Renata in on 
 Thursday morning to read with the children. Thanks 
 Renata! 

 Today we welcomed Koa into our class in year 1. We 
 love having new friends to play with at school and 
 look forward to ge�ng to know Koa. 

 Many thanks, Kate Freestone 🙂 
 kate.freestone@educa�on.vic.gov.au 

 Senior Class News 
 With  our  last  swimming  lesson  day  on  Monday  it  has 
 been  fantas�c  to  see  growth  in  every  student’s 
 swimming  skills  and  abili�es!  Well  done  to  all!  It  is 
 also  now  lovely  to  be  back  in  the  classroom  to 
 re-establish  a  normal  rou�ne.  Students  have  done 
 this  quite  well  already  this  week  and  have  shown  that 
 they are eager to learn. 

 All  senior  students  have  been  given  their  ‘DO-IT’ 
 diaries  in  a  clear  folder  along  with  a  ‘good-fit’  book 
 that  they  have  chosen.  These  are  our  home  reading 
 folders.  Senior  students  are  expected  to  read  at  home 
 4  nights  a  week,  write  these  in  their  diary  and  get  the 
 week  signed  off  by  a  parent/guardian.  Our  home 
 reading  folders  are  due  back  every  Monday  ,  where  I 
 will  check  in  with  your  student  and  sign  their  diary. 
 Students  who  read  more  than  the  4  nights  a  week  will 
 earn extra Dojo points for each day extra they do! 

 In  class  we  have  con�nued  working  on  our  narra�ve 
 wri�ng  pieces  and  focusing  on  pu�ng  quality  �me 
 into  planning  our  stories.  In  mathema�cs  we  have 
 con�nued  our  focus  on  place  value  and 
 understanding  that  we  are  all  mathema�cians  in  our 
 own  ways!  Students  in  grades  5  and  6  are  con�nuing 
 to  work  on  their  school  leadership  posi�on 
 applica�ons and are doing a fantas�c job! 

 Are  you  connected  to  our  Class  Dojo?  If  not  please 
 contact  me  ASAP  and  I  will  connect  you.  This  will  be  a 
 way  that  we  share  learning  and  I  aim  to  share 
 photographs of our experiences as I can. 

 As always, please feel free to contact me as required. 
 Gemma Rendell 
 gemma.rendell@educa�on.vic.gov.au 

 School Informa�on 

 It has been wonderful to have some families contact 
 school regarding the services I discussed last week. 
 This week Melissa Johnston wasn’t able to come in 
 due to the make-up swimming day, however is 
 scheduled again on Monday 4th. On Monday too we 
 have Kerrilee Kimber visi�ng, who is a Child 
 Counsellor and Therapeu�c Case Manager with 
 Rela�onships Australia. Please reach out if you would 
 like to come in and chat with Kerrilee, or would like 
 your child to. 
 This Friday we are excited to welcome Sasha Wood, a 
 social worker from the Royal Flying Doctor Service to 
 commence her fortnightly visits to Omep Primary. 
 She has some students booked in for sessions, and 
 will also be mee�ng with some parents. 
 Last year myself, Jeff, Gemma, Ash and Frank were 
 privileged to become companions for the fantas�c 
 Seasons For Growth program. Our lovely trainer 
 Wendy is coming to visit on Tuesday 19th of March 
 a�er school  to run a parent informa�on session 
 about the program. We will be commencing some 
 Seasons for Growth sessions with students  later this 
 term. 
 Many thanks, 
 Kate Freestone Mental Health Wellbeing Leader 
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 Community Informa�on 

 Dear Families, 



 We have received this offer of free 
 counselling for children.  Please read 
 below.  Permission form can be accessed 
 here: 

Referral document Connect Me.pdf

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BT8q6FLhOOvt03M7yb45dNs7ljdFN0x-/view?usp=sharing





