
 

 
 

Growth. 
Respect. 
Inclusiveness. 
Fun. 

From the Principal 

A very warm welcome to Tracey Buckwell. Tracey will be taking up the role as tutor, 

providing additional support to students in Grade 3-6 for the remainder of the year.  

Cross Country 

Congratulations to all of our athletes for their achievements at the recent Division Cross 

Country. Qualifying to compete at this level is an amazing achievement that they all need 

to be very proud of regardless of their placing on the day. 

A huge congratulations to Jasmine Telford who has qualified to go onto Regional Cross 

Country later in the term. Well done, Jasmine! 

NAPLAN 

Next week our Grade 3 and Grade 5 students will participate in NAPLAN testing  

This year, testing will be done on-line except for Grade 3 writing. Students at Nicholson 

have had opportunities to familiarise themselves with the format through practise 

tests in an online and paper format. While we do analyse the data from NAPLAN for 

internal reasons, we do not see these tests as the key measurement of student 

progress and growth. There are many summative and formative assessments 

teachers use to get an accurate, precise picture of student achievements and growth. 

Mother’s Day Stall 

Our annual Mother’s Day Stall will be held this Friday. There are many great gifts 

available for the low price of $5. This year we also have fun socks for sale. More 

information about the socks is highlighted later in the newsletter. Thank you to Jodie 

Halton and our Fundraising Team for organising the gifts. 

Winter Sports 

This Friday our Grade 5/6 students along with students from Bruthen PS and Bairnsdale 

CC will be heading to Paynesville PS to represent our Mitchell Cluster at Winter Sports. 

We have teams in Netball, Soccer and T-ball. Good luck to all our teams. 

Book Fair 

A reminder that we have our Book Fair running this week. There is a wide range of high- 

quality books available to order. A percentage of sales comes directly back to the school 

to purchase additional books for our library 

 

 Wishing all of our wonderful Mums, Grandmothers and other 

special people a wonderful Mother’s Day on Sunday. 

Kind regards 

Sue Clague 

MAY 
Friday 6th 
Winter Sports. grade 5/6 @ 
Paynesville PS 
Mother’s Day Stall 
 
Tuesday 10th 
Grade 3 & 5 NAPLAN Writing  
School Council meeting 
5.30pm 

 
Wednesday 11th 
Grade 3 & 5 NAPLAN Reading  

 
Thursday 12th 
Grade 3 & 5 NAPLAN 
Language Conventions & 
Numeracy. 

 
Friday 13th 
Do It for Dolly Day 

 
Friday 20th 
National Walk to School Day 

Pirate Day 
 
Tuesday 31st 

Somers camp 
 

JUNE 
Monday 13th 
Queen’s Birthday Holiday We acknowledge the Gunai-Kurnai people the traditional  

owners for the land our school is built on. We pay our  
respects to the elders past, present and emerging and  
extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait  

Islander people.  

May 4th, 2022 
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RECURRING EVENTS: 

Breakfast Club: 

Monday to Friday 8:15 – 
9:00am 

Sporting Schools Program 

Monday, Tuesday & 
Wednesday       3.20-5pm 
Playgroup: 
Fridays, 9:30am - 11:00am 
 
Lunch Orders:  
Orders and payment into 
school by Thursday. Any late 
orders need to be directed to 
the store no later than 8am 
Friday. 
Friday is lunch order day 
 

Reading Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays  

 
     
Happy birthday Zealan, Tace and Hallie 
 
                                                
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Foundation 

Welcome back to Term 2. Thank you and well done to everyone for remembering their red bags and diaries every day. It 
is great to see families sharing a love for reading.  
In reading we are learning about rhyming words. We are learning to hear and say rhyming words through stories and 
games.  
In Maths we have introduced our maths SURF board and we are learning to Read symbols and know what the + and = 
symbols mean. We have introduced the game snakes and ladders to practise subitising, counting 1:1 (moving one space 
per number), learning to take turns as well as practising knowing what number comes after.  
In writing we are still learning how to write a recount and listen for sounds we can hear in words.  
In soundwaves we are learning E,U,R,H,F,B,L sounds and the letters that make these sounds.  
 
Grade 1/2 
This term we are writing our own narrative stories. We began by brainstorming characters, settings and problems. There 
have been some really creative ideas, I am excited to see how the stories evolve. We have continued our focus on 
correct handwriting. In Soundwaves we have looked at the spelling choices for h-happy house, J- jellyfish (jelly, giant, 
bridge, barge) and the long vowel sound ay-snail, play, cake, lady).  We have been practising high frequency words and 
learning how to write the contractions for words (can not =can’t) and the rules for adding suffixes ed and ing to the end 
of words. In reading we are learning about different types of texts by sorting books according to the author’s purpose- to 
entertain, persuade or inform. This will lead in to writing persuasive and factual texts later in the year. Addition and 
subtraction is our current focus in maths.  
 
Grade 3/4 
We started off the term by finishing off our addition and subtraction pre-tests, and looking at the data to see which areas 
our class will be working on over the term. We really enjoyed comparing our pre and post test results last term on place 
value, celebrating the growth that it showed! We have also started recognising and using our knowledge of doubles to 
help us solve questions involving near doubles. 
In reading we have shifted our focus to making connections. We have discussed how we can make text to self 
connections, connections between the text we are reading and other texts we have read, and connections between the 
text we are reading and the world around us. 
We wrote quick recounts at the start of term. We thought about how to use our five senses to create better descriptions 
just like we did in our realistic fiction pieces last term. We have also started our work on persuasive writing, 
brainstorming what it is and where we might see it used (posters, TV adds, movie and game trailers). We have also 
brainstormed reasons for and against the topic ‘Recess should be longer’. We came up with a lot of good arguments, like 
if recess was longer teachers would have more planning time and kids would be more active. We also discussed which 
arguments would be more appropriate depending on our audience (other students or teachers). 
 
Grade 5/6 

Literacy 
This term we delve into persuasive writing. We are looking at mentor texts and discussing how effectively they persuade 
the reader. We are identifying the tools the authors are using to make their writing more convincing and brainstorming 
ideas for and against a variety of issues. In reading we are making connections to what we are reading through the story 
“My Mother’s Eyes”. Students identify an event in the text and make connections to the deeper emotions of the passage 
they have read. We continue to build on our skills in targeting vocabulary through discussing the language used by 
Tristan Bancks in our new classroom novel “The Fall”.  
Numeracy 
We have moved into additive thinking where children are working on their various personal goals. As a class we are 
refining our estimation skills through rounding and working on being able to quickly make an estimate in our heads. We 
are practising various addition techniques using whole numbers, decimals and fractions. As part of NAPLAN preparation 
we have been basing number talks on practise questions and discussing plausible answers through the process of 
elimination and asking ourselves, “What is the question asking me to do?”  
 
 
 
 
 

 Classroom News 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May is officially National Family Reading Month! 
As you know, reading at home for fun has long-lasting benefits. It builds vocabulary, 

comprehension, and phonological awareness. Each of these skills is a prerequisite for later 
success in reading, but of even greater importance is that frequent, pleasurable reading time spent 
with family to fall in love with the joy and power of books! Celebrate reading more this May in a way 
that works well for your family. Make a personal reading challenge and encourage the whole family 

to do the same. Join in the fun along with author Josh Pyke, our National Family Reading Month 
Ambassador for 2022. 

 

Take the Reading Challenge. 

 
1. Enter the reading challenge via the scholastic book club website. 
https://scholastic.e-newsletter.com.au/ausignup 

 You’ll go in the draw to WIN one of 5 book packs! 

 

2. Track daily reading all May with the fun Sea Creature Reading Log. Available on the scholastic 

website.  

 

 

3. Follow along with Scholastic Australia on Facebook for tips, inspiration, motivation and more fun 

giveaways!  

 

4. Find family reading tips and fun resources on the scholastic website.  

 

All participants will be emailed a certificate and a Scholastic book voucher at the end of the 

challenge.  
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL CONTACTS: 

Phone: 03 5156 8220 

Mobile: 0447 123 744 

Fax: 03 5156 8759 

Skoolbag 
Do you have the Skoolbag app yet? This free app allows our school 
community, teachers and parents, to stay in touch. You’ll find all  
the newsletters in the app, as well as handy forms. You can even 
let the school know if your child is absent. It’s free, from both the  
Google Play Store and the App Store. 

https://scholastic.e-newsletter.com.au/ausignup
https://www.facebook.com/ScholasticAustralia/


 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 


