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From The Principal
Student Absences
There is reportedly a bit of gastro, colds and flu going around at the moment. If your
child is unwell it is important that they do not come to school until they are fully
recovered. This will help stop the spread of germs among our students and staff and
ensure that we can remain a healthy school.
Remember if your child is absent, for whatever reason, that you do need to notify the
school on the day or in advance if you are able. The easiest and quickest way to do
this is by entering the absence through Skoolbag.
Annual Report to the School Community
It is a legislative requirement that all Victorian government schools prepare an Annual
Report to the school community by 30 April each year, for publication on the State
Register. It is an opportunity to share the year’s achievements and progress with the
school community. This includes reflecting on the school’s performance and
explaining the positive impact of school improvement efforts on student outcomes.
The Annual Report to the School Community is now available to read on the school
website.
Mother’s Day Stall
School Council will be providing a Mother’s Day stall this Friday. More details later in
the newsletter.
Winter Sports
Good luck to our senior students participating in soccer at the winter sports this
Friday at Paynesville. Enjoy the day and the opportunity to mix with other students
from different schools in the area.
Kind regards,

Sue Clague
Principal

th

Thurs. 20
Raffle tickets to be returned
We acknowledge the Gunai-Kurnai people the traditional
owners for the land our school is built on. We pay our
respects to the elders past, present and emerging and
extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people.

RECURRING EVENTS:

Playground

Breakfast Club:
Tuesday, Wednesday &
Thursday 8:30 – 9:00am

The playground is finally open! It has been a long process from the time we received
the official announcement of funding in March 2020 to the completed project but so
worth the wait!! We are just waiting on the new shade sail to be installed over the zip
line.

After School Care:
Monday 3:20 – 5:00pm
Sporting Schools Program:
Tuesday & Wednesday,
3:20 – 4:20pm

It is worth remembering that in early 2020 all students were involved in the decision
making of the elements they wanted in their playground and made sure that everyone
had a voice in the final decisions. Well done kids. It looks fantastic and you should all
feel very proud!

Lunch Orders:
Lunch orders are currently
unavailable

Birthdays

Reading Awards

Cultural Studies
As part of our Cultural Studies Program, the senior students were privileged to have a visit from Aunty Susan and
Sharlene. Aunty Susan is Xander’s grandmother and Sharlene is his mum. Aunty Susan spoke to the group about the
important role woman play in aboriginal culture and explained some “women’s business”. She also explained the process
of basket weaving, the significance of possum skin cloaks and shared some language with us.

School Council News
Coming at some stage later in the year is the PARENT
OPINION SURVEY. This is a survey provided by the
Department of Education every year that allows us, as
parents, to provide feedback to the school. If parents fail
to respond to the survey it means the school doesn’t get a
clear picture of what is working well and what isn’t. This
makes it almost impossible for the school to implement
meaningful changes that support parents and families. We
understand that this survey can feel like just another form
to fill out, but please take the time to respond so ALL
families can have a say in our school environment. Survey
responses are 100% anonymous! More information will be
out closer to the date, but please take the time, and make
the effort to support our school by engaging in the survey.

In other news the Mother’s Day stall will be open on Friday
7th May for students to purchase special gifts. Cost of gifts
is $5.00, so please ensure students come to school with
their money!
Finally, please make every effort to sell raffle tickets and
return money (and any unsold tickets) to the school
promptly by 20th May. Extra ticket books are available
from the office if needed. This raffle will raise much
needed funds for the school to purchase new maths
equipment and your support is appreciated!

News From The Classrooms
5/6
Reading
In reading we continue to make connections to what we
are reading. We are also looking at historical information
about ANZAC day and Australians at war. We learnt about
the roles animals have played in wartime and in groups we
have studied the lyrics to Eric Boyle's, "The Band Played
Waltzing Matilda". We then paraphrased and summarised
this information.
Writing
In writing we have been learning how to "Tighten the
Tension" in our work. This involves making the reader feel
like they are actually there by describing the senses and
using interesting details. We did such a good job at this
that I am no longer sure I ever want to be trapped in a lift
or bungee jump!

Maths
In maths we have been ordering decimals on a number line
through our inquiry project exploring reaction times. We
devised our own hypothesis and to test these predictions
we collected data, found group averages and plotted the
information.
3/4
Reading
The 3-4 class have been practising making connections to
the class text ‘Nothing Happens Outside’ and transferring
this skill to their own texts. We have also read texts about
animals and their role in war (ANZAC day). After reading
students found key points that interested them and are
currently typing up their summaries to make a shared
display.

Writing
It has been exciting working on techniques for tightening
tension in writing. The students have been choosing their
three best ideas and ordering them (pebble, brick and
boulder), the boulder being the insurmountable obstacle
that draws the reader in.
Numeracy
We have been looking at a range of maths problems
presented in different formats and answered in different
ways. It has been great to see students developing
confidence and transferring skills from one area to
another.
1/2
Maths
We have continued to develop our understanding of
modelling 2-digit numbers using icy pole sticks. We have
learnt that bundling our sticks into groups of 10 makes it
easier to see and count the amount of sticks we have. We
have also practiced making and recording 10 more and 10
less than our original number. Some have noticed that
when we add or take 10, the amount in the ones doesn’t
change.
Reading
We have been practicing using our strategies
when we get stuck on a word. We look at the
picture and the first sound. We also read on
and re-read. We make a guess about what we
think might fit based on the picture, first
sound and the rest of the sentence. We then
check to see if our guess looks like the word
in the sentence. It is tricky to remember all
of these strategies! Luckily everyone has
bookmarks in their reader bags with the
strategies on to remind them.

Writing
We have been practicing planning our writing in a shorter
time frame. We have been practicing writing I and t in
handwriting. We concentrate hard on making sure we start
and stop in the right places, that our letters are the right
shape and that they are the correct size for the lines. The
grade 2 students have been finding getting the size of their
letters right tricky, as they are writing on lines that are
closer together than the ones they were used to in grade 1.
F/1
Maths
In Maths preps have been learning how to subitise small
collections. Subitising involves instantly recognising how
many there are in a small set. The Grade ones are
practising bundling to better understand place value. In
fluency, we are practising subitising and counting on using
2 six-sided dice.
Reading
In reading we are learning to use our meaning making
motors to say and read tricky words in texts. We are
delving deeper into sounds, blends and digraphs in words,
as well as looking at syllables and rhyming words.
Writing
In writing, we are continuing to develop our
writing skills in planning and writing
recounts, thinking about the sounds we can
hear in words. We are also beginning to
explore persuasive texts verbally, giving our
opinions and reasoning behind our opinions.

Apple Zucchini
Muffins










2 cups SR flour
1/4 cup white sugar
1/2 cup brown sugar
1 tsp ground cinnamon
2 eggs large
1/2 cup vegetable oil
1 tsp vanilla essence
1 cup apple grated peeled
1 cup zucchini grated

Spoon into muffin pan. Bake for
20-25 minutes.

SCHOOL CONTACTS:
Phone: 03 5156 8220
Mobile: 0447 123 744
Fax: 03 5156 8759

Skoolbag
Do you have the Skoolbag app yet? This free app allows our
school community, teachers and parents, to stay in touch.
You’ll find all the newsletters in the app, as well as handy
forms. You can even let the school know if your child is absent.
It’s free, from both the Google Play Store and the App Store.

