
 

 
 

Growth. 
Respect. 
Inclusiveness. 
Fun. 

From The Principal 

Last week our Year 3 and Year 5 students completed the NAPLAN tests in Reading, 
Writing, Language Conventions and Numeracy. We are very proud of the effort and 
focus all students gave to the tests. The results of these tests will provide some 
information about how our students are travelling in Literacy and Numeracy, 
however the ongoing assessments and observations made by our teachers in real 
time are far more accurate and will always be what informs and guides the learning 
and teaching at Nicholson.  

 

Thank you to all families who are being vigilant in keeping their children home if they 
are unwell. There appears to be a bug going around at the moment that begins with 
pains in the stomach leading to vomiting and levels of exhaustion. It is often difficult 
to decide whether some children are trying for a day off or have a legitimate pain. 
You are the best judges of your children and we respect your decisions. If your child 
becomes unwell at school a phone call home will be made. Remember to enter 
absences through the Skoolbag app.  

 

The playground’s new shade sail and additional padding were installed earlier this 
week; our playground is now complete. We have been informed that there is a 
minimum surplus of money left over in the budget which is to go towards additional 
items for the outdoor area. We are currently preparing a “wish list” to pass onto our 
project managers. If anyone has something they feel will benefit all students, please 
feel free to pass it onto myself or another staff member. 

 

Kind regards 

Sue Clague 

Principal 

 

 

 

MAY 
Wed 19th 
Bairnsdale Secondary 
College information Night 
5:30-7:30pm for grade 5/6 
students 
 

Thur 20th 
Raffle tickets to be returned 
 

Mon 24th 
Gr 5 & 6 students visit to 
Nagle College 
 

   Thur 27th 
Raffle prizes drawn 
Morning tea/Playground 
opening 
Beginning of Reconciliation 
Week 
 

JUNE 
Thur 10th 

Science Dome incursion 
Monday 14th 
Queen’s Birthday public 
Holiday 
 

We acknowledge the Gunai-Kurnai people the traditional  
owners for the land our school is built on. We pay our  
respects to the elders past, present and emerging and  
extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait  

Islander people.  

May 19th 2021 

 

SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 



 

RECURRING EVENTS: 

Breakfast Club: 

Tuesday, Wednesday & 
Thursday 8:30 – 9:00am 

After School Care: 

Monday 3:20 – 5:00pm 

Sporting Schools Program: 

Tuesday & Wednesday,  
3:20 – 4:20pm 

Lunch Orders:  
Lunch orders are currently 
unavailable 

School Council News 

Raffle Tickets 
A reminder that all raffle tickets sold or unsold are due back to school tomorrow 
Thursday 20th. 
There are still a number of spare books available to sell. Please contact the office if you 
require more. 

 

Playground Opening 
Thursday 27th May is the official opening of the playground and will be celebrated with 
a shared morning tea. We invite all of our school community to join us from 11am. We 
will be drawing the raffle during this time. 
 
Could all families please send along a plate of something to share. 

Birthdays Reading Awards 
 
 

MARC Van 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

News From The Classrooms 

Foundation/1 

In maths we have continued our work on place value, 
modelling numbers between 0-100, moving into 3 digit 
numbers. We have also been practising subitising 
collections of numbers on ten’s frames to improve our 
automatic recall of numbers.  

In reading we have continued to work on using our 
meaning making motors to say and read tricky words in 
texts. We are using our knowledge of sounds to help us as 
well as finding the number of syllables in a word and 
rhyming words. 

In writing we are continuing to develop our recounts. Preps 
are having a go at writing using sounds they can hear in 
words, while grade ones are adding more details and 
focussing on sentence structure, making sure their writing 
makes sense. We have also been working on our 
handwriting, practising the formation of letters.  

 

Grade 3/4 

I would like to congratulate all students on their attitude 
during NAPLAN testing last week. The students who 
completed the tests maintained a positive attitude as did 
the other students who had to adjust to a very disrupted 
week. 

Our class focus in reading has been paraphrasing. We have 
been learning to express ideas “in my own words.” This 
week we have begun a ‘Passion Project’. Each child 
chooses a famous Australian, writing a list of questions 
they have about the person, researching the answers and 
presenting the information.  This project covers reading 
and writing. We are also looking at the writing prompt 
used in NAPLAN and reflecting on the children’s use of the 
writing steps. 

In Numeracy we are continuing to practice skills through 
games as well as developing our understanding and 
application of subtraction strategies. 
 

Grade 1/2 

In maths we have been working on a problem where we 
arrange the numbers 1-9 in a square shape (three rows 
of three). Our challenge was to arrange our numbers so 
that each side had a different total. So far we have found 
16 different ways of arranging our numbers, but we think 
there are still more! 

We have been working on the sound ‘snails play-a’ and 
have found six different letter combinations that can 
make that sound (no wonder spelling is hard)! 

We have thoroughly enjoyed read the book ‘The Lunch 
that Mum Made’. We found some rhyming words and 
also practiced stretching the words out into their sounds. 
Everyone was also excited to get stuck into Reading Eggs 
on the iPads. 

 

Grade 5/6 

In reading we have begun summarising using the mentor 
text “Edge of the World”. We read the passage, note 
down key words and information and record into our 
own words. 

In writing we are constructing persuasive arguments 
aiming to convince the reader whether or not we should 
have to have the COVID vaccine. 

In maths we are working on efficiently applying 
subtraction strategies to solve problems. We will be 
specifically focussing on problems involving money. 

Well done to the grade fives on completing their NAPLAN 
testing. You showed great persistence and focus. Thank 
you also to the grade sixes for being patient during our 
mixed up week. 

SCHOOL CONTACTS: 

Phone: 03 5156 8220 

Mobile: 0447 123 744 

Fax: 03 5156 8759 

Skoolbag 
Do you have the Skoolbag app yet? This free app allows our school 
community, teachers and parents, to stay in touch. You’ll find all  
the newsletters in the app, as well as handy forms. You can even 
let the school know if your child is absent. It’s free, from both the  
Google Play Store and the App Store. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 


