
 

 
 

Growth. 
Respect. 
Inclusiveness. 
Fun. 

From the Principal 

Our swimming program for 2021 comes to an end this week and we are fortunate to have 
been able to complete all of our allocated sessions. We have received very positive feedback 
from both the pool and Lindsay our bus driver in relation to the behaviour and courtesy 
shown by all of our students. Thankyou everyone for representing your school in the best 
possible way. People’s perceptions and opinions are formed through actions seen, not words 
heard!  

 

Book Parade 

Looking forward to our Book Parade next Monday straight after assembly. Parents are 
welcome to join us but please ensure you check-in with our QR Code, wear a mask, remain 
apart and not stay for too long! 

 

Pupil Free Day 

A reminder that there is no school for students next Tuesday 24th as all staff will be 
participating in Numeracy Professional Development Day. The day is a continuation of the 
work we are doing in Maths and will focus on the area of Number Talks.  

Number Talks are backed by research and utilise many best practice teaching strategies all 
rolled into one fun and engaging practice.  

Number Talks helps students build a sense of number. It allows students to think flexibly with 
numbers giving them opportunities to break numbers apart and make problems easier and 
allows students to use and refine specific strategies. During number talks students share and 
hear different thinking, helping every student build his/her own repertoire. 

 

District Athletics 

Congratulations to those students who qualified to represent the Mitchell River Cluster at the 
district athletics this coming Friday. Names of our competing athletes can be found later in the 
newsletter (a note has gone home to relevant families with more details). Thank you to Ms. 
Gamble for organising and running the trials in such a short time frame. Good luck everyone! 

 

Kind regards 

Sue Clague 

AUGUST 
Thursday 19th 
Swimming Grade 3-6 
School Review Panel Day 
 
Friday 20th 
District Athletics 
Lunch Order Day 
 
Monday 23rd 
Book Week Parade 
 
Tuesday 24th 
Pupil Free Day - Maths 
Professional Development 
Day for staff. 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Friday 3rd  
Father’s Day Stall 
 
Wednesday 8th- 
 Life Ed. Visit 
 
Thursday 9th 
 Life Ed. Visit 
 
Friday 17th 
Last day of term 2:20pm 
finish    

We acknowledge the Gunai-Kurnai people the traditional  
owners for the land our school is built on. We pay our  
respects to the elders past, present and emerging and  
extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait  

Islander people.  

AUGUST 18th 2021 

 

SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 



 

RECURRING EVENTS: 

Breakfast Club: 

Tuesday, Wednesday & 
Thursday 8:30 – 9:00am. 

 
Sporting Schools Program: 

Tuesday & Wednesday,  
3:20 – 4:20pm. 

 
Lunch Orders:  
Orders and payment into 
school by Wednesday. 
Friday is lunch order day. 

 

District Athletics 
Reaching district level in athletics is a great achievement and we wish  
Chloe Morton, Sienna Ffrench, Ella Money, Jasmine Telford, Ashton Teunissen, Aidan 
Merante ,Ethan Bradley ,Campbell 
Hardy, Maali Potts, Cooper Mort, 
Jeremy Morton ,Hailey Teunissen  and 
James Morton all the very best of luck 
in their events representing the 
Mitchell River Cluster 

 
 
During the trials Hailey cleared an 
impressive 1.28 metres in high 
jump! 
Great effort Hailey 

Birthdays      Reading Awards                                  
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

Classroom News 
Class 5/6 

In reading we have been looking at various picture books 
to find the message in the text. Students are working on 
making connections to the message to describe how they 
can apply that message to their own lives.  
 
In writing we have been immersed in fairy tales. In small 
groups students are now writing their own fractured fairy 
tales in the form of scripts. They will rehearse and refine 
their scripts until they are ready for filming. 
 
In maths we are moving into multiplicative thinking. 
Students have been exploring grouping through games and 
building on their factor knowledge by working on their 
timetable recall and knowledge. Tomorrow we begin the  
 

Wildlife Park project where multiplication skills and 
problem solving will be applied. Move over Sundance Film 
Festival, Grade 5/6 are joining the film makers industry. As 
part of our Fairy Tales unit, Grade 5/6 are rewriting 
beloved children's classics. We will rewrite, script, perform 
and film their  
creations. We are  
very excited to see  
the new stories  
unfold. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PREP/1 

In reading we have continued our focus on saying and 
reading tricky words. We are practicing using our phoneme 
fist and listening to the sounds we can hear in words. We 
are finding blends, digraphs, trigraphs, compound words, 
base words, homophones, syllables and rhyming words.  
 
In writing we are continuing our focus on fairy tales. We 
are looking at characters and setting. In particular, how the 
character fits into the story setting and what problems 
they might run into.  
 
In maths we have been enjoying using our new resources. 
We are practicing our fast facts and delving into how we 
can use these fast facts to help us with using maths 
strategies to solve problems. For example: knowing our 
friends of 10 fast facts can help us to use bridging to 10 
strategy.  
 
Grade1/2 
In maths we have introduced our SURF board, which 
stands for Strategies, Understanding, Reading and Fast 
Facts. Each time we delve into a different concept, we 
discuss where we think it fits on our S.U.R.F board, adding 
it once we have reached a consensus. We are steadily 
adding many addition facts to our Fast Facts part of our 
S.U.R.F board. These facts are ones that we want to know 
off by heart. So far we have added friends of 10 (numbers 
that add to make 10 like 2+8 and 6+4), compliments of 100 
(numbers that add together to make 100 like 72+28), 
doubles (3+3, 6+6 etc.) and friendly numbers (these are 
numbers that are easy to add to as they end in zero. So 20 
is a friendly number because it ends in zero and it is easy to 
add a number like 6 onto it). 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In reading we have been learning about digraphs (two 
letters that make one sound and trigraphs (three letters 
that make one sound). We have also been brainstorming 
synonyms and rhyming words for some of the tricky words 
we come across in our stories.  We have also discussed 
why some words have an e on the end of them that 
doesn’t make a sound, like in the word ‘time’. We have 
called it a ‘bossy e’ because it makes the vowel letter say 
its name. 
 
In writing we are exploring fairy tales. We have 
brainstormed settings where fairy tales might take place. 
We have also brainstormed possible characters. We have 
enjoyed building our writing stamina during rocket writing, 
and working on some individual goals as well. During 
handwriting we have focused on improving the shape, size 
and position of our letters. 

Class 3-4  

In reading students have been digging deeper, looking for the message in a story and working out how the message 
relates to their lives.  



 
In writing we have been looking at the author’s craft. The things that a good writer does to keep the reader engaged. We 
are looking forward to using these new skills to write a ‘Fractured Fairytale’- a new take on an old fairy tale. Students 
have been practising their personal spelling words. 
 
In Maths we have been developing multiplicative thinking, (the ability to manipulate numbers to multiply and divide). 
Students have been playing games such as ‘Crossing the Volcano’ to practise multiples and ‘The Paddock’ which assists 
students in visualising multiplication problems as physical arrays. We have introduced a collaborative project “The 
Wildlife Park” which requires the students to use efficient strategies to determine area. Students have been practising 
their ‘Fast Facts’ (times tables) on paper and using https://www.timestables.com to practice online. 
 
We are pleased to welcome Miss Laura Szabo to our class as a pre-service teacher. 

 
  

Milo Club is back! For 50 cents 
students can get a warm milo 
before school. We are running Milo 
Club out of the Breakfast Club, so 
come see us before school on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. Plus all the money raised 
gets donated to a local charity.  

 

Remember to put your lunch order and money in by 
Wednesdays for a yummy hot lunch for Fridays! The Blue 
Bee is doing $7 meal deals, as well as individual items. We 
are using them temporarily until the Nicho Store is ready. 
Forms are available at the office. Yum, yum! 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL CONTACTS: 

Phone: 03 5156 8220 

Mobile: 0447 123 744 

Fax: 03 5156 8759 

Skoolbag 
Do you have the Skoolbag app yet? This free app allows our school 
community, teachers and parents, to stay in touch. You’ll find all  
the newsletters in the app, as well as handy forms. You can even 
let the school know if your child is absent. It’s free, from both the  
Google Play Store and the App Store. 

 


