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Growth

Honesty and Trust

After School Program
Monday-Thursday
3.20-5pm
Sporting Schools
Thursday 3.20-5pm
Breakfast Club
Tuesday & Thursday
8.30-9am
Lunch Order Day
Thursday

Dates to Remember
OCTOBER
Thursday 22nd
Nicholson Athletics Day
Friday 23rd
Victorian Public Holiday
NOVEMBER
Tuesday 3rd
Melbourne Cup Day
Public Holiday
Friday 6th
Junior Excursion &
Grade 2 Sleepover
16th - 18th
3/4 Coolamatong Farm
Camp
16th - 20th
5/6 Coolamatong Lake
Camp
Thursday 19th
Kinder Transition
Program 9am-11am
Thursday 26th
Kinder Transition
Program
9am-2pm

October 14th 2020

Respect

Connectedness

Inclusiveness

Fun

We started the week on a real positive by having Tyler and
Riley visit us and spend some time in their classrooms and
out in the playground reconnecting with friends. It was
wonderful to have them back even for a little while and we
look forward to when they can come back again!
This week we welcomed pre-service teacher Mr Ian Perry
into our school. Ian will be with us for the next six weeks
working with Mrs Merante and the 5/6 students.
Thanks to the ongoing generosity of not for profit organisation, State Schools’
Relief all students across the school have been supplied with their own brand
new devises, headphones and stationary packs (still awaiting some).
Grade 5/6 students received laptops which they will be able to take onto
Secondary Education while all other students received i-pads which will be
used to support and enhance teaching and learning across the school.
Book Week
Next Monday we will be holding our annual Book
Character Parade to celebrate Book Week. The theme for this
year is “Curious Creatures, Wild Minds”. The theme opens
endless possibilities and as always will be a lot of fun.
If possible, we ask that students have a copy of the book their
character is from.
Athletics Day
Next Thursday 23rd we will be holding our Athletics Day here at school. All
students have been allocated to a team for the day. The focus is fun and
participation with an element of competitiveness added as students are
competing for points for their nominated “Team”. A detailed note will be sent
home today. Unfortunately due to current restrictions, parents are unable to
attend this event but we will take plenty of photos!
Camps & Excursion
Thankyou to all the families who have already returned camp and/or excursion
notes. As we are on a fairly tight time frame we would appreciate all notes
returned by the end of this week so that further planning can continue. If you
have any questions regarding specifics for your child’s camp/excursion, please
speak directly to your child’s teacher.
A reminder to please ensure that your child has their own named, refillable
drink bottle with them as the bubble taps are not to be used at this point in time.
Kind Regards,

Sue Clague
Principal
At Nicholson Primary School we acknowledge the Gunai-Kurnai people ,
the traditional owners of the land our school is built on.
We pay respects to the elders past, present and emerging
and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
.

Classroom News
Prep-One
It has been really terrific to be working directly with the children when reading. We are focussing on refining
decoding strategies and thinking about the main idea of what we are reading. We are also learning to make
connections when reading. Our focus this term is Poetry. Reading some poems of CJ Dennis and nursery
rhymes.
In writing we have been revising the Soundwaves chants and actions including the variety of different spelling
choices for tricky sounds. Children have been working on having a go at writing the sounds they hear in words
independently, taking risks with spelling, then re-reading and editing their work. We are looking at rhyming in
poetry and practising making up new rhymes.
In maths we have been working with number lines. Working out where numbers fit on the line and using
number lines to solve addition problems.
Grade 2/3
In reading we have been learning how to make connections during reading. We have explored how to make
connections with the text, ourselves, other texts and the world. Making connections with the text helps us to
relate to and understand the text at a deeper level.
In writing we have been exploring Poetry. The students have been very engaged in the creativity and freedom
in their expression of poetry. This week we have explored alliteration poems where two or more words begin
with the same letter.
In maths we started off the term revising and strengthening our understanding of Place Value. This week we
have moved into multiplication. We are using drawing and manipulatives to represent multiplication problems
and skip counting patterns to help us to solve problems.
Grade 3/4
We started the term off by revisiting the jump strategy to solve subtraction problems in maths. We worked first
on the general process of how to do it. Then we moved onto solving a problem two or more ways, and sharing
all of the different ways of doing it. This lead into discussions about the most efficient way of using this
strategy to solve different problems. To be efficient the students needed to think carefully about the number
they were starting from, how much they needed to subtract and how this could best be partitioned to make
subtracting as easy as possible. It was quite a challenge to start with, but by the end of the week everyone
was feeling much more confident!
We have started the term by focusing on making connections when reading. We have discussed how the
connections we make help us to have a better understanding of the text. This has helped the students to start
attempting to make deeper connections to how characters are feeling and the main ideas of a text.
In writing the students have really enjoyed coming back to school and being able to brainstorm ideas as a
whole class. We have continued to work on persuasive writing, with our main focus still being on generating
lots of arguments so we can then pick the three most convincing ones! One of the topics we brainstormed
arguments for was ‘Screen time for children should be limited to one hour a day’. Whilst most of the class
disagreed with this, they struggled to come up with any good arguments (much to their dismay!). We also
discussed and practiced providing evidence for each argument, putting our ideas into a planner. We then
used our planner to help us write our draft.
Grade 5/6
In reading we are focussing on the message in a text and how it relates to our own lives. We refer to specific
evidence in what we have read, infer the message and talk about how we can use this in real life. We are
back to counting home reading minutes, be sure to get your 100 minutes each week!
In writing we are exploring Poetry. We are analysing different forms of poetry and experimenting with writing
our own. In mini lessons we are working on our sentence fluency.
In maths we are working on using efficient multiplication strategies. After using the windows and lattice
strategies in remote learning, we are moving into the vertical algorithm. Some children are multiplying with
decimals. Next we will be focussing on division.

