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Growth

Honesty and Trust

Dates to Remember
JULY
Tuesday 21st

Breakfast Club.8.30am

Thursday 23rd

Breakfast Club.8.30am

Monday 27th

July 22nd 2020

Respect

Connectedness

Inclusiveness

Fun

With COVID restrictions putting many activities and events on hold, we are still
optimistic and planning to hold events in the near future.
In house Athletics Carnival - September 10th
Local camp for grade 3/4 and 5/6 at Coolamatong -November 16-20th
School Photos -14th October
Lunch Orders
Lunch Orders are now back up and running from next Thursday. All lunch orders
must be dropped off at school or directly to the Nicholson Shop by Wednesday
lunchtime. Menus are available for students to collect from the office.

MARC Van
Please return books.

Sporting Schools Program
Sporting Schools Program will recommence tomorrow, Thursday 23rd July. The
focus sports for this term will be softball and cricket. The program runs from
3.20-5pm. If you would like your child/children to participate please complete the
form that has been sent home and return to the office.

Proposed Events

After school Program
Our after school program commenced this week. If you are needing to use the
service on a casual basis, please let us know on or before the day by texting the
school mobile. Families requiring the use of the service on a more permanent
basis need to fill in the form that went home last week. If you require a
replacement form please call the office.

th

September 10
Athletics Carnival
October 14th
School Photos
th

th

November 16 - 18
3/4 Camp
November 16th - 20th
5/6 Camp

Playground Update
Last Friday, students have had the opportunity to view and cast their vote for
their preferred playground. This has been forwarded to our architects for costing
and fingers crossed it fits into our budget!
Writing Awards
At the end of Term 2 Ms Gamble's 3/4s and Mrs Merante's
5/6s entered an in school writing competition. They recorded
their thoughts and feelings about what it has been like living
through the COVID pandemic. It was a tough decision deciding
on winners, with many interesting and emotive letters to read
through. The winner for Grade 3/4 was Lily Rose Stoddard and
the winner for Grade 5/6 was Tyler Albanese. Congratulations
to all writers, your submissions were most impressive!
You can read their stories later in the newsletter.
A reminder that all students need to have their own named drink
bottle at school. The drinking taps are out of action.
Kind Regards,

Sue Clague
Principal
At Nicholson Primary School we acknowledge the Gunai-Kurnai people ,
the traditional owners of the land our school is built on.
We pay respects to the elders past, present and emerging
and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
.

Classroom News
Prep- One

Reading
We have been practising decoding, using a range of strategies to work out unfamiliar words independently.
The comprehension strategy we are modelling is synthesising. Synthesising involves predicting what the test may
be about and then looking for evidence to show where your ideas have to change during reading.
Writing
It has been great to see the students using their knowledge of letters and sounds to have a go at writing words by
themselves. The more capable students are rereading and editing their writing, looking for spelling mistakes and
adding correct punctuation.
As a whole class we have been practising persuading others. In persuasive writing students have to make a
statement and have a number of supporting ideas. The Prep-One class are doing this orally. Yesterday they had to
say which were better - dogs or cats and give a reason why!
Numeracy
In numeracy all students have been practising counting back. They have individual counting goals in their Goals
books. Once they can give evidence that they can do their pattern they will be given a more complex task. This has
led to subtraction. Strategies range from those who are taking away using objects to those who are using mental
strategies and their knowledge of place value to work out and explain two digit subtraction problems.

Grade 2/3

Reading
Our focus has been monitoring our reading, clarifying the meaning of unknown words so that we can better
understand the text. We are using our own knowledge, picture clues, synonyms and information from around the
text to find and clarify the meaning of unknown words.
Writing
In writing we have been writing ‘Dear Australia’ letters. These letters will be compiled by Australia Post as a time
capsule. This is a way for students to share their experiences and feelings about living during Covid-19 and remote
learning.
Numeracy
In Maths we have been exploring a range of different types of patterns, including number patterns. We are learning
how to create, continue and describe patterns and identify the rule. We have been practicing skip counting by 10’s
5’s and 2’s starting at different numbers.

Grade 3/4

Reading
In our reading, the we have been focusing on paraphrasing. Students have taken a sentence, underlined words that
can’t be changed like names and dates. They have then thought of synonyms for the other key words. The students
have found the first few steps easy to do. They have found rearranging the sentence more of a challenge and will
continue to practice this process.
Writing
Towards the end of Term 1 we received letters from a grade 4 class from a Melbourne school. They asked us what
our experiences were like with the bush fires. Now we are back at school, the students have read, planned and are
drafting and publishing letters to send back. Our students have written about their experiences and have asked
questions about the other schools Covid –19 experiences as they are currently doing remote learning.
Maths
We have started this term by continuing to develop our knowledge of time. We have covered a range of levels
including telling the time to the hour, half an hour, quarter to/past and the minute. Some students are also
developing their knowledge of the months and using calendars.

Grade 5/6

Reading
In reading we are making connections to what we are reading by using evidence from the text, making deeper
connections to underlying emotions and themes within the text and responding to those themes.
Writing
In writing we have begun persuasive writing. We have analysed our pre-write pieces on "Should students wear
school uniform?' and identified areas for improvement. We will be working on elaborating on our ideas, using strong
and convincing language and fine tuning the organisation of our arguments.
Maths
We are focusing on exploring efficient strategies in subtraction. We are also looking at telling the time, 24 hour time
and elapsed time. Our "Aussie Aviator Task" combines all of these as we "travel" around the country, keeping track
of our journey using our flight logs. While we can't travel in real life, we can pretend in maths!

Writing Awards
Dear Australia
January 2020.
We had just recovered from one of Australia’s worst bushfire seasons.
Little did we know that Mother Nature had something worse brewing in her chamber. A little
surprise to knock humanity into shape!
A new virus was born. A deadly new phenomena to add to the food chain. Its name was
Covid19/Corona Virus. When the public heard of the news they went into apocalypse mode!
Store’s shelves were empty as the public rummaged through them from shop to shop. People
wear masks like it’s a zombie outbreak/radiation zone.
People were told to stay inside their homes and out of high populated places because high
density areas were like walking into a germ ocean. The infection and kill count was like a holocaust. As the virus spread throughout the world it became a devastating quarantine zone. People were hoarding supplies and businesses closed.
It was like the end of the world. The economy was collapsing and people were quarantined.
Stores had hand sanitizer at the entrance and cleaners would clean anything you touched. With
the world going through everything I’ve mentioned I think the world is getting bad luck left right
and center Let’s just hope that 2020 doesn’t get worse.
From: Tyler

Dear Me
In the Corona-virus the pet-shop was closed. I wanted more fish but I couldn’t get
any more.
The Caravan Park was closed because of the Corona-virus. The virus was very bad
and no one could come into the Caravan Park.
When I was in home learning I liked reading Eggs on the i-Pad. I loved the puzzles on
the i-Pad too.
From Lily-Rose

