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Dates to Remember
FEBRUARY
Thursday 13th
SHREK deposit due
today.
Friday 14th
Parent Information
session - 9am
th

Wednesday 19
No Preps at school
School Council meeting.
5.15pm
Thursday 20th
Pupil Free Day
PD for staff
Welcome BBQ -6pm
Wednesday 26th
No Preps at school

MARCH
Monday 9th
Labour Day No School
Wednesday 11th
Thursday 12th
Parent/Teacher catchups

TERM 2
Sporting Schools
Starts
Wednesday 15th
SHREK the Musical
Her Majesty’s

February 12th 2020

Respect

Connectedness

Inclusiveness

Fun

It was an incredibly busy first full,week back with visits from the Melbourne Boomers Women’s
Basketball Team and Jay from playschool. Even with all this additional excitement our kids still
settled into their classroom routines and expectations very quickly.
This term much of the focus in classrooms is setting up routines and expectations and revisiting
the workshop model which frames up our learning and teaching approach at Nicholson.
Throughout the term teachers and students will be working from our “Letting Students into the
Secret” Program which unpacks all that I have mentioned above. Effective Learner Qualities, Goal
Setting and Growth Mindset is also part of this focus.
Family Payments
Attached to the newsletter is the breakdown of family payments for 2020.
At this time we have not been able to confirm the level of support for families in East Gippsland
from the State Government. When this has been confirmed we will inform all families via the
newsletter and Skoolbag App.
Pupil Free Day
Each year the Department allocates four pupil free days. These days are able to be used for staff
professional development, staff training, report writing, parent/teacher interviews, etc. Next
Thursday 20th we will be using the first of our days to engage in Professional Development with
Bruthen Primary School. This is a continuation of the work we began together two years ago
building teacher knowledge and capacity around best practise of student learning and
engagement. Please mark into your diaries that there is no school for students on this day.
Welcome BBQ
We invite all families to our annual welcome BBQ next Thursday evening beginning around 6pm. It
is a fantastic opportunity to meet our new staff if you haven’t already and meet the many new
families who have joined our school this year. It is also an opportunity to visit classrooms and just
generally catch-up. It is a very casual evening with a light BBQ provided.
A parent information session will be held on Friday 14th Feb at 9:00am in the hall to provide
information about the ways you might expect children and young people to react in the weeks after
the fire with suggestions about how best to support them. The presenters will discuss a range of
reactions and strategies to assist children and young people and provide information from
research into the recovery process after natural disasters. Although some changes in behaviour
are common, most children and young people recover well with support from their families.
St Vincent de Paul Society
The St Vincent de Paul Society has received a very generous donation for fire-affected families
and the decision has been made to direct that money towards education by giving support to
students in the provision of uniforms, books, fees and other educational necessities. Families who
need support, are encouraged to make an appointment at the centre, which is located at Shop 15
in the Riviera Plaza 80 Main Street, Bairnsdale. (PO Box 1787) Phone 03) 5152 6687.
Kind Regards,

Sue Clague
Principal

At Nicholson Primary School we acknowledge the Gunai-Kurnai people ,
the traditional owners of the land our school is built on.
We pay respects to the elders past, present and emerging
and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
.

Prep/1
The first couple of weeks of the school year are very busy, this year has been even more so. I am really proud of
the students and how they have been settling in. The first weeks of school involve setting
expectations, learning routines and introducing our Workshop Model which we use during Reading,
Writing and Numeracy.
Our reading focus is learning strategies for Getting Knowledge Ready before reading a text. We have begun with
“imaging” and “making connections” with a text before reading, this supports comprehension.
In spelling Prep students have been introduced to our Soundwaves chant and actions for the sounds, b,k,d,f and h.
Once all the initial sounds have been introduced there will be a weekly focus on one sound.
Thank you to the parents for making a big effort with home reading and the students for bringing their red reader
bag everyday to school. Well done!
2/3
In the 2/3 classroom, over the last few weeks, we have been spending time building quality relationships,
establishing classroom routines and developing classroom expectations by reviewing our school values, practising
our workshop model and learning our roles and responsibilities within the model.
As part of our start up program, we have been developing our love for reading and maths by exploring different
texts, sharing our favourite books and authors, setting up the classroom library, practising independent and partner
reading. We are developing our Growth Mindset by looking at how our brains grow and change when we are
Challenged. We are also accepting new challenges and celebrating our achievements and successes in learning.
I would like to congratulate the students in bringing their red reader bag to school everyday and reading at home
regularly.
3/4
The 3/4s are settling into the school year well. We have been doing lots of work around our expectations for
behaviour in our classroom, how our workbooks will be presented, and what the students will do during mini lessons and collaborative work.
We have also watched a video and had discussions about how mistakes and struggling grows our brain and makes
stronger connections to what we learn. We started the discussion in relation to maths, and have continued to touch
on it during all sessions. We have been practicing these concepts in maths by solving problems, discovering that
often there are many ways to find the answer!
Thankyou for helping the students to remember to bring their reader bags to school each day. It has made it so
much easier during reading as they grab their reader bags and are all ready for our lesson!
5/6
In grade 5/6 we are investigating how our brains work and how we can help ourselves as learners.
In reading we are practising our paraphrasing and coming up with lots of interesting synonyms.

We are exploring strategies for learning new mathematics by drawing, experimenting, teamwork and
using different resources.
In writing we are building our vocabulary and looking at new words in different ways.
We are off to a great start with our home reading. Most of us are reading every night and remembering to bring our
red bags everyday to school.

Special Guests

Melbourne Boomers
Basketball Team

Jay Laga’aia from Play School

Sports News

2020 Netball Season
Wednesday nights starting 19 February at the Recreation Reserve Courts
Under 9’s, 11’s, 13’s and 15’s
From 4pm (times will depend on registration)
To register or for more information head to our Facebook page and click
on the registration link or email lakesentrancena@gmail.com

