
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 

MAY 

Wednesday 8
th

  

Fishcare - Year 3-6 

Bairnsdale Secondary  

College Open Night 

6.15pm 

Thursday  9
th 

School Photos. 

Sporting schools 

Friday 10
tth

 

Mothers Day Stall 

Do it for Dolly Day-Wear 

blue #doitfordollyday 

Monday 13
th

 

MARC Van 

Please remember to  

return books. 

Tuesday 14
th

  

School Council @ 4.30pm 

NAPLAN testing begins –

Writing 

Sporting Schools 

Wednesday 15th 

NAPLAN Reading 

Thursday 16th 

NAPLAN Language Con-

ventions  

Sporting Schools 

Friday 17
th 

Walk to School Day 

Division Cross Country 

Monday 20
th

  

Pupil Free Day 

No students required at 

school 

Tuesday 21st 

NAPLAN Numeracy 

 

 

      May  8th 2019 Newsletter                                                                             

Phone 51568220   Mobile 0447 123 744  Fax 5156 8759 
Email:nicholson.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK! We value student 

voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing, and quality instruction, and are 

conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School  

Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist 

schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Our 

school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling 

experience. 

Students from grades 4-6 at our school will participate in the survey. Students will complete the 

survey online during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool.  It is important 

to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child. This year the Attitudes to School survey will 

be conducted at our school over the period Monday 29
th
  May  to Friday 7 June. The survey only 

takes up to 20 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time. 

The survey results will be reported back to the school before the end of term 2. All survey data 

that is made available in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can 

be identified. Data suppression rules are used for schools with low student numbers per year 

level. Last year we used the survey results to plan increasing student involvement and voice in 

whole school events and activities which lead to greater connectedness to school. The data we 

gained from the survey also supported or decision to implement Gradual Release of  

Responsibility as our learning and teaching pedagogy as this evidence based pedagogy supports 

student voice and increasing ownership of student learning 

If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit: http://

www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/

performsurveyat.aspx 

School Photos   School Photos are tomorrow, Thursday 9
th
 May. Envelopes were 

sent home last week.  Family (sibling) envelopes are available from the office. If you 
are purchasing photos, please ensure the envelopes are returned with payment. 

Mothers Day Stall  The Mothers Day stall will be operating this Friday 10
th 

May. 
Gifts will be $5. Please bring a bag to take gifts home. 

Do it For Dolly Day This Friday is the first national “Do it For Dolly Day”. Amy 
“Dolly” Everett took her life after prolonged bullying. The message behind the day is a 
simple one “Be Kind”. To show our support for Dolly’s Dream and to collectively 
send the message that at our school,  
bullying in any form is not tolerated, we ask all students to wear blue this Friday. 
 
 
Kind regards, 

Sue Clague     

Principal  
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Classroom News 

Effective Learner Quality :Persistent  

To be a persistent learner means you think positively, see learning as a challenge and show  

patience when things don’t go right. It also means trying your best all the time, You make mistakes 

but try again anyway, and understand that learning will be frustrating some of the time.  

Grade P/1  

Reading Students have been practising using their reading goals during independent reading. They 

revised and practised using sticky notes to track their thinking while reading. It would be great if all  

students could bring their books in Red Reader bags, these are now available from the office. 

Writing In the last fortnight, the students have written recounts about their holidays and about the  

ANZAC day service. They also practised using their sticky notes to write a letter about the book they 

have been reading. 

Maths Our topic in Maths is ‘time’. We have revised the days of the week, talking about yesterday,  

today and tomorrow. We have used analogue clocks to make o'clock and half past. Telling time takes 

practise, encourage your child to tell the time at home or recognise what the clock looks like at critical 

times for them. For example, bedtime is 7:30 or half past 7. 

 

Grade 2/3  

Reading During reading over the last 2 weeks, we have begun learning about paraphrasing. We have 

done this by learning how to identify the key information in a sentence and have begun looking at how 

using synonyms is helpful for saying something in our own words. 

Writing Over the last two weeks, our class has been learning more about persuasive writing. We have 

been learning about how using emotive language is used to help persuade someone reading our  

writing. We have been working on our persuasive writing about which dinosaur is better, the T-rex or 

the Triceratops. 

Spelling In spelling over the past few weeks, we have been exploring the sound ‘I’. We have been 

learning about the letter combinations that make the ‘I’ sound such as the letters i, e, u and ui. 

Maths In maths over the past few weeks, we have finished our focus of addition strategies and begun 
looking at different subtraction strategies. So far the strategies we have been learning about are using 
a hundreds chart and partitioning numbers by breaking them up into their tens and ones. 

 

Grade 3/4 

Reading In reading the kids have been practicing paraphrasing. They have practiced finding key 

words, working out some synonyms for them and then rearranging the ideas to put it in their own 

words. They have also been settling back into independent reading, tracking their thinking and re-

sponding in the form of a letter.   

Writing To begin our persuasive writing unit, the kids have been looking at the structure of persuasive 

texts. They have highlighted emotive language and talked about how it can be used to persuade. They 

have also practiced generating reasons for and against for different topics, and discussed which would 

be the most persuasive depending on their audience.  

Maths Over the past two weeks grade 3/4 have been developing their knowledge of telling the time. 

They have been working on telling time to half an hour, quarter to, quarter past and to the minute. They 

have also worked on matching up digital and analogue times.  

           



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

Grade 5/6 

Last Wednesday the Grade 6’s attended Nagle College for a morning to experience what it feels 
like to be in Year 7. They met Grade 6 students from other Primary Schools and participated in Art, 
Italian and P.E.  

Rhiarna and Nate have begun the Primary Engagement Program at Bairnsdale Secondary  
College. They enjoyed their first morning doing Science and making Salt Crystals. The program is 
designed to acknowledge and extend their educational achievements as well as provide an  
opportunity for selected students to become familiar with the college environment and staff. There 
will be another chance for other students to be part of this program next term. 
We have briefly started our new topic/theme of ‘Our Home Australia’. Students were really  
inquisitive and had a lot of questions after watching a short video regarding ‘Pangea’ and how  
Australia was formed. 
Reading Students have been practising reading independently and tracking their thinking through 
the use of sticky notes. As a group, we have discussed how we use words/phrases in the text to 
make inferences about what the authors purpose is.  

Writing We have begun looking at Persuasive texts. Students have begun a writing piece on 
whether to squish or not squish an ant. We have looked closely at the structure of a persuasive 
piece and language that we can use to convince someone of our perspective. 

Maths Our focus has been to build upon our multiplication knowledge and strategies. Each day we 
have looked at a different strategy that we can use to work out a multiplication equation. The  
students have had time to practise their times tables both independently and through the use of 
games. 



                  

           

 

  

 

MOTHERS DAY STALL 

 Friday 10th May  

All gifts $5– please bring a bag to put your gift in. 

School bags and Reader bags are now available! 

Nicholson School bags: $40.00 

Reader bags: $6.00 

Proper reader bags protect books from spills and wear and tear.  

School Photos 

Thursday 9th May 

Order envelopes with payment due at school on the day. 

Sporting Schools Program 

Tuesday nights 3.30– 4.30—Theatre Sports with Tiffany   

Thursday Nights 3.30-4.30 Football and Basketball with Mr. Hunt and Bevan 

Please return participation notes ASAP for your child to attend either or both 

nights 

Scholastic Book Fair 

 Book Fair will be set up in the Hall. 

 On Friday children will be given the chance to browse the books and 

make a wish list of books they would like to buy. 

Book Fair will operate from 8.30-9.30am and 3.00 to 3.45pm on the following 

days next week: 

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

Parents are also welcome to browse or buy during these times. 


