
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 

MAY 

Thursday 23
rd

 

Sporting Schools 

3.20 - 4.30pm 

Monday 27
th 

MARC Van 

Please return books 

Tuesday 28
th 

Sporting Schools 

3.20 - 4.30pm 

Thursday 30
th 

Winter Sports 5/6 

Sporting Schools 

3.20 –4.30pm 

Friday 31
st 

Excursion Y3 - 6 

Greening Australia 

Keeping Place 

 

JUNE 

Tuesday 4
th 

Sporting Schools 

3.20 - 4.30pm 

Thursday 6
th

 

Sporting Schools 

3.20 –4.30pm 

Monday10
th 

Queen’s Birthday 

No students at school 

Tuesday 11
th 

Sporting Schools 

3.20 - 4.30pm 

Thursday 13
th 

Sporting Schools 

3.20 –4.30pm 

Tuesday18
th 
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Cross Country 
Congratulations to all students who participated in last week’s district cross country. 
You all did yourselves and our school very proud in the personal efforts on the day. 
The course is difficult and challenging, as it should be at this level, completing it was 
a personal achievement for all. 
A further congratulations to Tyla Kleinitz coming in 7th in her age group and Emily 
Morton who came in 8th in her age group. These two girls have qualified to go on and 
represent the Mitchell Cluster at the Regional Cross Country held at Lardner Park 
Warrigal later in the term. Well done girls!! 
 

Welcome 

We would like to welcome Hannah Latimore to our school. Hannah will be working in 
the Grade 5/6 classroom while Carrie is on leave. 
 

Professional Development Day 
On Monday all staff attended a very productive first day of a two day workshop  
focusing on Feedback and Questioning to enhance outcomes for all our students. 
 
Feedback and Questioning are two of the eight identified High Impact Teaching  
Strategies (HITS) regarded by the Education Department to have the biggest effect 
on student learning. 
Feedback informs a student and/or teacher about performance relative to learning 
goals. It assists in redirecting or refocusing teacher and student so that effort and  
activities can be focused on achieving a learning goal. 
Feedback can be provided formally or informally. It can be oral or written but it  
always contains specific advice a student can use to improve. 
 
Questioning is a powerful tool teachers regularly use for a range of purposes. It  
engages students, stimulates interest and curiosity in their learning, and makes links 
to student’s lives. 
Quality questioning opens up opportunities for students to talk together, to discuss, 
argue and express opinions and alternative points of view. Quality questioning also 
provides opportunities to provide immediate feedback on understandings and 
knowledge of topics being covered. 
We will continue to develop our skills and expertise in these two areas and begin to 
better implement them into our teaching practice and look forward to day two with 
Helen Butler later in the year. 
 
 
 
 
Kind regards, 

Sue Clague     

Principal  

 
 

 

 

           

 



 
 

Classroom News 
Prep-One 
Reading - Our reading focus has been on following the expectations during independent reading,  
ensuring children are practising their personal reading goal during this time. 
Writing- The soundwaves focus was on the long a sound (snails play ai). The class enjoyed adding to 
our list of ‘a’ words during the week and discovering less common spelling choices, for example the 
quadgraph ‘eigh’ in eight and neigh.  The prep students were excited to finish their initial overview of 
the 43 sounds. Now their focus is writing letters to represent the sounds while revising and extending 
their ability to hear different sounds in words.  
Numeracy- The focus has been on counting, addition and on making number sentences that are  
equivalent. The children used unifix cubes and balance scales to physically balance their equations.  
Moving from finding all the ‘friends of 10’ 4+6=3+7  to solving equations  2+ ___ = 5+7. 

Grade 2/3 
Reading - Over the past two weeks, students have been exploring how to paraphrase. Students have been learning 

about how saying something in your own words helps you to remember it. We have also been learning about what 

synonyms are and how they are useful when putting something into your own words. 

Writing - Over the past two weeks, students have been finishing off their persuasive writing about a  

T-rex or a Triceratops making a better dinosaur. Students have also been learning about verbs and how they are 

used in giving commands. 

Spelling - The past two weeks the focus has been blends and word families. We have been exploring that blends 

are when two letters sit together and make one sound with a focus on ‘fr’ and ‘fl’. They have also been learning about 

how words that rhyme can have similar spelling patterns and are a part of a word family. The word families students 

have been exploring are ‘-at’, ‘-an’ and ‘-ig’. 

Numeracy - The student’s focus has been on practicing the subtraction strategies they have been learning about. 
This has included practicing the use of tens frames and a hundreds chart to solve equations. Students have also 
been exploring time, learning about the minute and the hour hands, half-past, quarter-past and quarter-to. 

Grade 3/4 
Well done to the grade 3 students for completing NAPLAN testing last week and  
yesterday. You all handled it with a calm and positive mindset which was fantastic to 
see. 
 
Reading - We are revisiting what strategies we use to read an unfamiliar word in our 
independent  
reading texts. We will also be focusing on the strategies to work out the meaning of unfamiliar words 
and looking at predicting as an important comprehension strategy. 
Writing - We continue to work on our persuasive writing developing our ability to write strong opinions 
with examples and/or evidence to support our argument. 
Spelling - We are working with long and short vowel sounds and using the strategy of Look, Cover, 
Write ,Check to practise our words. 
Numeracy - Subtraction is our focus and learning different effective strategies to solve problems. 
There are many different strategies and which strategy to use is dependent on the task. Some prob-
lems  
require mental maths and other requires manipulation of counters, use of 10 frames, etc. Some  
students are working  on re-grouping for more complex tasks. 

Grade 5/6 

Last week the grade 5’s began NAPLAN testing. Some of them were a little nervous, but they settled in 

once we got started. 

Maths - We focused on area, looking at the connection between multiplication and working out the  

area of an object. 

Writing - During writing the students continued to work on their persuasive text, arguing wether they 

should or should not squish the ant. Most of them edited their piece and were publishing it.   

           


