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As employees of the Education Department, all staff are required to undergo a Performance
Review process. The approach is intended to provide a mechanism by which staff can
AUGUST
continuously develop their professional skills, regardless of their current performance level.
Thursday 29th
Last week I was involved in my mid-year review with our Senior Education Improvement
Sporting schools –soccer Leader, Tony Roberts. As a part of the process, a random selection of students from across
the school, had a round table discussion with Tony about the changes to teaching and
3.20-4.30pm
th
learning we are undergoing here at Nicholson, and talked about the impact this is having on
Friday 30
them as learners.
Father’s Day Stall
Listening to the students reflect and talk about how they go about their learning was
reaffirming and powerful feedback for me to reflect on where we are at on our journey and if
we are having the impact we are hoping for. I was extremely impressed with the students’
SEPTEMBER
ability to clearly articulate their thoughts and answer Tony’s questions with clarity and
Monday 2nd
conviction. Tony has since forwarded a letter of response to the students, which I have
MARC Van
included later in the newsletter

Dates to Remember

Please return books
Tuesday 3rd
Sporting schools - drama
3.20 - 4.30pm
School Council@5.15pm
Thursday 5th
Sporting schools –soccer
3.20-4.30pm
Tuesday 10th
Sporting schools - drama
3.20 - 4.30pm
Thursday 12th
School Dental visits
Sporting schools –soccer
3.20-4.30pm
Friday 13th
School Dental visits
Monday 16th
Divisional athletics
MARC Van
Please return books
Friday 20th
Last Day Term 3

Athletics
Congratulations to all of our athletes who competed in yesterday’s district athletics. The high
level of sportsmanship, persistence and determination was a credit to all. We have a number
of students who have qualified to progress to division level. We are still awaiting confirmation
and will publish their names in coming newsletters. Thankyou to Mr Fry and Michelle for their
assistance and to all the parents who were able to attend on the day and support our kids!
Lunch Orders
The Nicholson General Store has asked that any lunch orders being placed directly to the
store be done either Wednesday afternoon or very early Thursday morning at the latest. This
allows the store time to prepare the orders. Orders placed at school need to be done by
Wednesday morning.
Found
An amount of money was found on the ground in the carpark near the basketball court on
Monday afternoon and was handed into the office by Robyn Barbour. If you believe it is yours,
please come in and see me.
Father’s Day Stall
Don’t forget our Father’s Day stall held at school this coming Friday. All gifts are $5.00.
Hats
As of next Monday hats are once again compulsory for all outside
play. Please check that your child’s hat still fits and is in good order.
We have hats on sale at the office for $10.00
Kind regards,

OCTOBER
Tuesday 8th
Swimming Commences
Monday 14th - 18th
Doxa Camp 5/6

Sue Clague
Principal

At Nicholson Primary School we acknowledge the Gunai-Kurnai people ,
the traditional owners of the land our school is built on.
We pay respects to the elders past, present and emerging
and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people

We are having soft fall for the playground areas delivered to the school this coming Friday.
If you have some spare time between 2pm and 3pm we would love some help.
BYO shovel, rake and bucket

Specialist News

Physical Education
All the effort put in to practising Athletics skills really paid off when the students competed at the Cluster Athletics.
We saw really great results! Well done to everyone. This week the 4-6 students had a final relay practise session,
focused on baton changes. Then they enjoyed having a chance to go on the earth ball!
Digi-tech
Our focus across the whole school is algorithms and how they are used to give instructions for computers and
robots to follow. The junior students have continued working on animating their names in Scratch, using code to
make different letters change colours and make sounds. The middle school students have begun working on a
chase based game. The senior students have continued working on their adventure games.
Art
The 4/5/6s are making good progress with their imaginary paper mache creatures. They have been doing a few
layers of newspaper, followed by a layer of white paper and some have now painted their creature.
The 2/3s have started work on a collage using paper they have made patterns on using crayons.
The P/1s are in the process of making a pattern picture using pattern blocks to trace around, which is quite a
challenge!
Science
This term we have been looking at Rocks and Fossils. We have been learning the basics about where rocks
come from. Last week we constructed volcano experiments to see how rocks can be formed from Magma.
Each class will have a “Rock Museum” in which students are invited to bring ONE rock to share (not one that is
too special or expensive).
It can be an interesting rock they have found on the ground, it does not have to be a gemstone or crystal.
The students seem to be very excited and engaged in this topic and are already rummaging for rocks during
recess and lunchtime!
Music/Performing Arts
The whole school has been learning about the history of Australia through songs that depict various features of
our past and our culture. Songs we have been learning include classics such as - 'Botany Bay,' 'Solid Rock,'
Click go the Shears,' 'Aussie BBQ,' 'I am Australian,' and 'G'Day, G'Day.' The two senior grades have also been
learning a catchy instrumental called 'Crab Rave,' which is based around four chords - G minor, F major, D minor
and C major. The two junior classes have been learning lots of Aussie songs and also
role-playing life on the gold fields, life aboard the 'First Fleet,' and a typical day inside a
shearing shed.

Thanks to Hailey and Ashton’s Nan
for the apple corers. They will come in
handy with the large amount of fresh
apples our students go through every
day!

Regarding our Professional Learning Meeting on August 13th
at Nicholson Primary School
Dear Tyla, Tyler, Sienna, Audrey, Lucy and Emily,
It was a privilege to meet you all at Nicholson Primary School and to have a chance to discuss how your school is improving
teaching and learning. Usually this is a discussion I have with the Principal and I was surprised and excited to hear that the
students would be involved in this work at your school. I have to say that I was very impressed by your knowledge of how
students are supported in their learning at your school and I certainly learnt a lot.
I learnt that you are implementing the Reader’s Workshop model, including the mini lesson, collaborative and independent
work, explicit instruction and goal setting. I heard that your teachers are helping you to have the skills and strategies to
work independently. Tyler told me that if he gets stuck in reading that the teacher won’t just sound the word out for him,
instead, his teacher will encourage him to use strategies that he knows such as re read and read on! This was very
important up to reading level 30. When you get past level 30 you access Just Right Books and you all know how to select
these books.
I was very pleased to hear that at Nicholson Primary School the parents and carers are very informed and connected to
their children’s learning at school. As well as the Principal and the teachers putting information in the school newsletter
they also sent home a notice about Effective Learner Qualities such as Self Awareness, that the students had to share with
their parents. You told me that your mums and dads work with the staff at school to support your learning – that is
awesome!
I really appreciate you taking the time to tell about how your school is engaging you as learners and I loved the fact that
you know that you are co-pilots on this journey.
I have to let you know that I visit many schools and talk to Principals about how their school is going and that Nicholson
Primary School is only the second school ever – where the students have led this discussion (and led it well). I would like to
congratulate your students, staff and parents for the outstanding job they are doing.
Kind regards
Tony Roberts
Senior Education Improvement Leader
Outer Gippsland.

Cricket
Looking for a summer sport? Come and give junior cricket ago. Wy Yung U13’s are
looking for both boys and girls to join their club. Our intent is to teach the kids both cricket
and sporting skills and most important having a fun and happy time. Sal Guthrie who is a
coach plans to have a “Come and try” day. After a few hours of playing some games and
learning what cricket is all about, we will have a BBQ and a bit of a social gathering and of
course answer any questions.
Date of the ‘Come and try’ day—Sunday 8th September
Venue—WYCC “Cameron White” cricket oval Time—10am
Any questions please don’t hesitate to call or text (Sal) 0423 655 983

Bairnsdale Independent Theatre Experience
If you want to be part of the fun like Emily and Chloe, classes are held at the
Bairnsdale Neighbourhood House on Thursday afternoons during the school term.
For more information or to enrol contact
Head Teacher Tiffany Vatcher 0429 127 820

Follow them on
Bairnsdale independent theatre Experience Facebook Page

Congratulations to our athletes

Little Athletics

