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Learning   Excellence   Caring   Honesty 
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 Telephone: (03) 5154 1620  
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Website: https://www.newmerellaps.vic.edu.au 

Welcome 

Welcome to Newmerella PS 
‘Valley of Plenty’, we acknowledge 
the ones that come before us and 
thank the people that teach and 
share the stories of the past. We 
acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai  
elders past, present and emerging 
and extend our respect to             
Aboriginal and Torres Strait         
Islanders students and families. 

Important Dates  

MARC Van 
24th November 
8th December 
 

School Council 5:30pm 
TBA 2027 
 

Assembly 
20th November 

 
 

Pupil free days 
 
 

19th November 
Grade 2/3 day trip to Coolamatong 
for activities and sleepover at school. 

 

 
Last Day of Term  
Friday 18th December 
2:15 finish 

 

 
Term 1 2027 starts 
Friday 29th January 
  
  

  
  

  

  

  

  

Bike Education – Staff Professional Learning 

On Friday, our staff joined colleagues from Swan Reach Primary 
School to complete their Bike Education Accreditation. 
The day provided valuable professional learning, equipping staff 
with the skills and knowledge to deliver safe and engaging bike 
education programs. It was also a fantastic opportunity for 
team building, collaboration and networking with colleagues 
from a like school. 
We look forward to putting these new skills into practice and 
helping our students develop their cycling confidence and road 
safety awareness. 
 

Planning for 2027 – Looking Ahead! 

On Monday, our staff began planning for the 2027 school year. 
While this is just the beginning of the process, it is an exciting 
time to reflect on our current practices and begin shaping the 
curriculum and learning opportunities for the year ahead. 
We look forward to sharing more information with families as 
our plans develop. 
Our 2027 Whole School Transition Day will take place on 
Wednesday 2 December, providing students with an 
opportunity to experience their new learning environments and 
prepare for the year ahead. 

School Review – Shaping Our Future 

This week, Newmerella Primary School will undertake its School 
Review, a process that occurs every four years in Victorian 
government schools. 
The review provides an opportunity to celebrate our 
achievements, reflect on our progress and identify priorities for 
improvement. The findings will inform our next four-year School 
Strategic Plan and help shape the future direction of our school. 
As part of the process, the review panel will observe teaching 
and learning and engage in discussions with students, teachers 
and education support staff. 
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Parents and carers will also have an opportunity to share their perspectives, which 
are an important part of the review. Once the session details are confirmed, we will 
communicate these through Compass. 
We look forward to showcasing the strengths of our school community and 
identifying opportunities to continue improving outcomes for our students. 
 

Remembrance Day – Lest We Forget 

On Wednesday 11 November, our students will take time to reflect on the 
significance of Remembrance Day and honor those who have served and 
sacrificed for our country. 
Students will explore their understanding of Remembrance Day, sharing their 
thoughts and reflections through drawings and stories. These activities will 
encourage conversations about courage, sacrifice, peace and gratitude. 
At 11:00 am, students will lead a special commemorative service, bringing our 
school together for a moment of reflection and remembrance. 
Lest We Forget. 
 

Prep and Grade 1 – Raymond Island Excursion and Sleepover 

By all accounts, our Prep and Grade 1 students had a fantastic time during their 
recent Raymond Island excursion and school sleepover! 
It has been wonderful hearing their exciting stories and favourite moments. 
Experiences like these provide opportunities to build independence, confidence 
and friendships while creating special memories. 
A big thank you to our staff for making this such a memorable experience for our 
youngest learners. 
Be sure to read Class One's report for some wonderful student reflections and 
highlights from their adventure! 
 

Grade 2 and 3 – Camp Coolamatong and School Sleepover 

The revised date for our Grade 2 and 3 Camp Coolamatong excursion and school 
sleepover is fast approaching! 

Students will head off on their adventure on Thursday 19 November, with plenty of 
opportunities to build confidence, independence and friendships beyond the 
classroom. 
Ms V will send home further information closer to the date to help families prepare 
for the excursion and sleepover. 
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Lachie 
 

Elsie 
 

Elly 
 

Ember for 
being helpful 
 
Bern for great 
listening 
 
 

Humanities-
Wassana 

Sport-Maci 
Steam-Hudson 

 

Curriculum Days 
 

Professional Practice Day 
  
School Holidays 
Term 4: Friday 18th Dec. 
  

Fortnight School Values –
Caring and Learning 

We encourage parents to  
discuss and reinforce with their 
children what the actions for the 
weekly values might look like.  
  
  

School Council 2026 
President: Jo Austin 
Treasurer/Secretary: Lisa 
MacFarlane 
Acting Principal: Lauryn Geddes 
Staff Representatives: Nicole 
Mathers and Janet Munn 
Community Members: Elaine 
Hofen and Pam Beveridge 
Parent Representatives: Jason 
Griebenow, Megan Sage, and Lisa 
MacFarlane. 

  

  

Every Day Counts 
Please contact the school if your 
child is  
going to be away. 

  

Bus Travellers 
Please notify the school if your 
child is being picked up so we can 
mark them off the roll.  
Parents are reminded that 
changes to bus travel 
arrangements require 24 hours 
notice and approval by Orbost 
Community College. 

  
  

  

Student of the Week 
Awards                                                                       

The winners for the 
fortnight were:   
 

Positive Behaviour Raffle 
Students who are 
displaying positive 
behaviours that are aligned 
to our school values which 
are LEARNING, HONESTY, 
EXCELLENCE AND 
CARING in the classroom 
/or in the yard can receive a 
raffle ticket.   
Winners for the fortnight 
were:   

 

Specialist Subjects 
Awards 
Students that displayed 
a positive attitude to 
their specialist subjects 
for the fortnight were:   
  

 

Reading Raffle Awards 
To be eligible for the 
weekly reading raffle,  
students must read 5 out 
of 7 nights. The winners for 
the fortnight were:  
  

 

 

 

 

Bobby 
 

Rory 

Bern for great 
listening 
 

Ember always 
helping 
others 

 

Steam-Hudson 
Sport-Maci 
Humanities- 
Watssana 
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Grade 1/2/3 Writing 
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Raymond Island Excursion & Grade 1 Sleepover 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What a fantastic time we had last week! The students showed resilience as we 
changed our plans to suit the rainy weather.  
Thursday was a fun-filled day at school, with a movie and games in the 
classroom. The weather cleared later in the afternoon, allowing us to enjoy some 
outdoor games before dinner. After saying goodbye to the Preps, it was time for 
the Grade 1s to set up and settle down for their sleepover! 
Friday morning the whole class headed off to Raymond Island. It was a fun 
experience for everyone, with some students enjoying their very first ferry ride 
and for a few, their first-ever boat trip! 
With beautiful sunshine, sunscreen and Aerogard, we set off exploring Raymond 
Island with our eyes peeled for koalas. We were very excited to spot an amazing 
18 koalas! After our koala spotting adventure, we enjoyed lunch and a play at the 
park before catching the ferry back and heading home to school. 
 
 

 

 



 

Ben Keso 

 

School Review 

2/3 Coolamatong Day 

trip and sleepover at 

school 

Ben Keso 

Ben Keso 

MARC 

VAN 

MARC 

VAN 


