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Upcoming Dates:

May 20 — Grade 4 — 6 excursion to Buchan
June 13 — Queens Birthday Public Holiday
June 23 — SCHOOL PHOTOS

Principals Report

I'm happy to report that the NAPLAN online testing went according
to plan and there were no issues. The results of these tests will be
forthcoming and will be made available to the parents concerned as
soon as is practicable.

In the ‘upcoming dates’ section above I have put in the date of this
year’s school photos. This is advance warning so we can try to get
everyone here on the date, looking great of course.

Attached to the back of this newsletter I have included your copy of
the annual report to the school community. I do hope you will take
the time to give it an examination. It contains a good snapshot of
how the school performed both financially and academically
throughout the 2021 school year. I found some of the information
about how we performed in comparison to the rest of the state of
particular interest.

We have been experiencing some problems with the odd mouse
suddenly popping out of some of the student’s backpacks. Could
you all please check that they haven't left any un-eaten food etc in
there for the mice to be attracted to?

The colder weather is definitely here now, we have school jumpers
and hoodies available across a wide range of sizes at cost price
(and a lot of free second hand ones) if they are required.

Michael Walker



mailto:lindenow.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

GENERAL SCHOOL NEWS

Did you hear about the
butcher who backed into
his meat grinder and got a
little behind in his work?

Email your joke of the week to news@fillmorecountyjournal.com - Include name and town.

There are many little ways to enlarge
your child’s world. Love of books is the
best of all. ~Jacqueline Kennedy



https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jacqueline-Kennedy-Onassis

WHY IS SCHOOL IMPORTANT

e For most kids, school is the first setting where they learn to socialize
with others. They learn to make friends, listen to teachers, and work
through problems. Learning these social skills early on gives kids an
important foundation for their interactions in society. It’s the
responsibility of teachers and other adults to encourage healthy
socialization. They should also address issues like bullying.

e Being self-assured and confident in one’s abilities is crucial to healthy
self-esteem. People who don’t have much confidence are more likely to
be taken advantage of and struggle with anxiety. In a school setting, kids
get the opportunity to build their confidence early on. As they learn to
read, write, solve math problems, and more, their confidence in their
abilities increases. A teacher plays a very important role in this. It's their
job to celebrate a student’s progress as well as their successes, as
many struggle with certain subjects.

o Critical thinking is an essential part of any subject in school. Whether
it's literature, science, or history, students develop critical thinking
techniques. They use these to absorb the material, form their own ideas,
and express themselves in writing and speaking. These skills translate
to every area of life, whether it's in academia, the work setting, or
relationships.



https://theimportantsite.com/10-reasons-why-confidence-is-important/
https://theimportantsite.com/10-reasons-why-math-is-important/
https://theimportantsite.com/10-reasons-why-literature-is-important/
https://theimportantsite.com/10-reasons-why-science-is-important/
https://theimportantsite.com/reasons-why-history-is-important/
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HOLIDAY PROGRAM!

CIRCUS THEME!

June 27 - 29 2022
The Hub, 27 Dalmahoy Street Bairnsdale

Join in with other orchestral
musicians and learn from
professional local and
Melbourne musicians!

We also offer a mentor
program for more advanced
players looking to gain teaching
experience in a supportive

environment/

Enroll online via this form:
https://forms.gle /zBMDCiznBeivra9Né

Contact us at allyecrashendo-eg.org.au

for more information!

Ph: Ally 0480349567 or Hilary 0455872296




PUZZLE PAGE

®. .SPACE
- .\NORD SEARCH

Circle words in the puzzle below

EQDILHWNTP
S AMOONAOM
UL RNNCILRE
N USTARSBR
ENAOHWO I C
AAATMARSTU
R RUCOMETR
./ GR AV I T YY
VENUSGERW
earth stars venus comet
sun mars mercury orbit

moon saturn gravity lunar




The Back Page

NAPLAN —

Information for parents
and carers

Why do students do NAPLAN?

MAPLAM is a national literacy and numeracy
assessment that students in Years 3, 5, 7and 9 sit in
May each year. It is the only naional assessment all
Australian students do.

Az students progress through their school years, it's
imporiant to check how well they are lsarning the
essential skills of reading, writing and numeracy.

MAPLAM assesses the literacy and numeracy skills that

students are leamning through the school curriculum and

allows parentsfcarers to see how their child is progressing
against national standards and over fime.

MAPLAM i= just one aspect of a school's assessment
and reporting process. It doesnt replace ongoing
assessments made by teachers about student
performance, but it can provide teachers with additional
information about students’ progress.

MAPLAM also provides schools, education authorities
and governments with information about how education
programs are working and whether young Australians
are achieving important educational cutcomes in literacy
and numeracy.

Your child will do the NAPLAN
tests online

Schools are transitioning from paper-based to
computer-based assessments. Most schools will
complete NAPLAM tests online in 2022, All Year 3
students will continue to complete the writing
assessment on paper.

Online MAPLAN tests provide more precise resulits
and are more engaging for students. One of the main
benefits is tailored (or adaptive) testing, where the test
presents questions which may be more or less difficult
depending on a student’s responses.

Tailored testing allows a wider range of student abilities
to be assessed and measures student achievement
more precisely. A student's overall MAPLAN result is
based on both the number and complexity of questions
they answer correctly. Your child should not be
concerned if they find questions challenging; they may
be taking a more complex test pathway.

NAPLAN

OMNLINE
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What does NAPLAN assess?

MAPLAM assesses literacy and numeracy skills that
students are learning through their regular school
curriculum.

Students =it assessments in writing, reading, conventions
of language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and
numeracy. Questions assess content linked to the
Australian Curriculum: Englizh and Mathematics.

All government and non-government education
authorities have contributed to the development of
MAPLAM test materials.

To find cut more about MAPLAN, visit nap edu.au

Participation in NAPLAN

MAPLAM is for everyone. ACARA supports inclusive
testing =o all students can participate in the national
assessment program.

Adjustments are available for students with disability
who have diverse funciional abilities and needs.

Schools should work with parents/carers and students to
identify, on a case-by-case basis, reasonable adjustments
required for individual students with disability to access
MAPLAN. Adjustments should reflect the support normally
provided for classroom assessments.

To help inform these decisions, you may consult the
MAPLAM public demonstration site, the Guide for
schools to assist students with disability to access
MAPLAM, or our series of videos where parentsicarers,
teachers and students share their experience of using
MAPLAM adjustments.

In exceptional circumstances, a student with a disability
that severely limits their capacity to parficipate in the
assessment, or a student who has recently arrived in
Australia and has a non-English speaking background,
may be granted a formal exemption.

Your school principal and your local test administration
authority can give you more information on adjustments
for students with disability or the process required to
gain a formal exempiion.




What if my child is absent from
school on NAPLAN days?

Where possible, schools may arrange for individual
students who are absent at the time of tesfing to
complete missed tests at another time during the
school’s test schedule.

What can | do to support my child?
Students are not expecied fo study for NAPLAM.

You can support your child by reassuring them that
MAPLAN is a part of their school program and reminding
them to simply do their best.

ACARA does not recommend excessive preparation for
MNAPLAN or the use of services by coaching providers.

Some familiarisation and explanation of NAPLANM is
useful fo help students understand and be comfortable
with the format of the tests. Teachers will ensure students
are familiar with the types of questions in the tests and
will provide appropriate support and guidance.

See the types of questions and tools available in the
online NAPLAN asses=sments at nap edu awonline-
assessmentpublic-demonstration-site

NAPLAN timetable

The HAPLAN online test window is nine days. This is fo
accommodate schools that may have fewer devices.

The MAPLAN online fest window staris on Tuesday

10 May and finishes on Friday 20 May 2022. Tests must
be scheduled as soon as possible within the testing
window, prioritising the first week.

Online NAPLAN test scheduling requirements are
detailed in the table below.

How is my child’s performance
reported?

Individual student performance is shown on a national
achievement scale for each assessment. A result at the
national minimum standard indicates that the student
has demonstrated the basic literacy and numeracy skills
needed to pardicipate fully in that year level.

A MAPLAM individual student report will be provided by
your child’s school later in the year. If you do not receive
a report, you should contact your child’s school.

How are NAPLAN results used?

Students and parenisfcarers may use individual
results to discuss progress with teachers.

Teachers uze resulis to help identify students who
ne=d greater challenges or extra support.

Schools use results to identify strengths and areas
of need to improve teaching programs, and to set
goals in literacy and numeracy.

School systems use resulis o review programs and
support offered to schools.

The community can see information about the
performance of schools over time at
myschool.edu.au

Where can | get more information?

For more information about NAPLAN:

contact your child’s school

contact your local test administration authority
at nap.edu.awTAA

visit map.edu.au

To leamn how ACARA handles personal information for
MAPLAM, visit nap.edu_auw/naplan/privacy

Test Scheduling requirements Duration Test description
‘Yaar 3 studantz do the writing test on paper (on day 1 only) Yaar 3: 40 min. | Students are provided with a ‘wniting
Year 5 writing must start on day 1 {schools must prioritiss Wear 5 42 min. | stimulug’ (sometimes called o ‘prompt”
Writing complstion of writing across days 1 and 2 only) Year T: 42 min. | —an idea or topic) and asked to writs a
- Yaar §: 42 min. | response in a particular genre (namative
‘Yoars 7 and B writing must start on day 2 {schools musat or persussvs writing)
priorities complstion of writing acroes days 2 and 3 only)
= To ensure online achools are abls to complete MAPLAN teste | Year 3: 45 min. | Students read a range of informative,
within the nine-day teating window, Yaar 7 and 8 audentz Yaar 5: 50 min. | imaginative and persuasive texts and then
Reading can start with reading on day 1; however, writing must atart Year 7: G5 min. | answer related questions
on day 2 Yaar §: 85 min.
= To be complated before the conwantions of language test
= To ba complated after the reading test Yaar 3: 45 min. | Assseses spelling, grammar and
Conventions Yaar 5 45 min. | punctustion
of language Yaar 7: 45 min.
Yaar §: 45 min.
= To ba complsted after the conventions of language test Yoar 3: 45 min. | Assesses number and algsbra,
Yaar 5: 50 min. | measurement and geomstry, and
Numeracy ‘aor 7: 65 min. | statistics and probability
Yaar §: 85 min.




