Newsletter – 6 th October 2021
next week:
Monday 11th October
Grades Prep - 2 Onsite
Tuesday 12th October
Grades Prep - 2 Onsite
Grades 3 & 4 Onsite
Wednesday 13th October
Grades Prep - 2 Onsite
Grade 3 & 4 Onsite
Thursday 14th October
Grades Prep - 2 Onsite
Grades 5 & 6 Onsite
Friday 15th October
Grades Prep - 2 Onsite
Grades 5 & 6 Onsite
Students are required to
be onsite for all onsite
days.
______________________

coming up:
Prep Transition
Keep an eye out for
confirmation on Prep
Transition.
We will notify you.
Book Club Orders due
back Thursday 21st
October
______________________

reminders:
Please return any Take
Home or Library books.

A great start to Term 4 seeing the students enjoying
their new interactive seating area from day 1.

Principal’s Report
Return to school….
On behalf of our school, I want to say a big thank you to all our students, parents and carers for your continued
resilience and support throughout this year. I know remote and flexible learning has not always been easy, but
through our collective efforts, our students have continued to make valuable progress in their learning. You can
be confident that our school will support any student who has fallen behind to catch up.
Term 4 is important for every Victorian student, and our teachers will strive to deliver high-quality learning for
everyone. Our focus for Term 4 is on making sure that every student is supported in their wellbeing, learning
and transition needs.
As the roadmap to on-site schooling resumes, we will continue to have in place strong measures to protect the
health and safety of students, staff, families and the community. Over the next 3 weeks we will not be offering
remote learning on Tuesday and Wednesday for Grade 3&4 students, and Thursday and Friday for Grade 5&6
students as all students will be expected to be onsite for face to face learning for those days. By week 4 the plan
is to have all students back onsite returning to face to face learning. This, as you know, can change at any
moment, but we will continue to review the guidelines each week.
Our highest priority will be the wellbeing, particularly the mental health, of every student and member of staff.
This means effectively mobilising all available resources to support our most vulnerable students and enabling
staff to access the relevant support services.
Some of our students have thrived in the remote and flexible learning environment, others have maintained
their learning progress, and some have fallen behind, despite their best efforts and those of their families and
teachers. Our priority will be supporting both those who need to catch up and those who have progressed to
continue to extend their learning. We are also hopeful that a number of our key programs will be able to run in
term 4 eg, camps, swimming, prep transition however this will depend on current advice we receive each week
and may need to change or be postponed at the last minute. Most of these programs have been booked for the
second half of term so I am hopefull they will still go ahead.
Term 4 ….HATS….
Term 4 is the time when all students (and staff) must wear hats at recess and lunchtime to protect themselves
from skin damage due to the sun. Please start looking in the bottom of the drawer, or under the bed, for that
crumpled hat that hasn’t been used for 6 months. We have a policy of ‘No hat, No play’. Students who don’t
have a hat must go to the shaded quiet area for the duration of the break. Our uniform shop has plenty of new
hats for students, please contact the office and we can organise a new hat for your child. We have been lucky
with the weather at the start of this term, however as the sun starts to come out students will be instructed to
move into the shaded areas.
Special Requests for placement of students in 2022….
Each year parents have the opportunity, to put in writing, individual request for their child’s class placement in
2022. Parents have until Friday 22nd October to complete their request and hand it into the office. We will not
be able to accommodate late requests as the process takes us quite some time. Please do not make verbal
requests, as it is too easy for them to be forgotten or overlooked. All requests should be sealed in an envelope,
addressed to me and handed into the office directly. I will be the only person to read these requests and will
make contact with any parents directly if I need to clarify any issues that arise from student placements. Parents
should only consider making a written request if they have serious educational, social and emotional concerns
over the placement of their child in a particular grade. As the process takes over a month to finalise, once a
student is placed in a particular grade, and it is announced to the community towards the end of Term 4 they

cannot be moved to a different class. Whilst we will make every effort to take into consideration any written
requests, due to the complexity of the process not all requests will be possible to achieve. Requests will not
carry over from year to year, so you will need to put in another request if it is still required. All students will
find out their new grades and teachers on Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 8th December as part of our school wide
transition program.
Have a great week.

Simon Prior

Pupils of the Week - Congratulations:
Imlay Kenny – For joining in all activities by always trying her best and including others in her games.
Sienna Watson – For her wonderful efforts to include others and behave kindly.
Amelie Quigley-Wilson – For being so welcoming to our new student. She has been an excellent role model
encouraging her to complete her work.
Jack Cadel – For asking others to join in with him and making them feel a part of the group. Keep up the
positive work Jack, you have such a kind heart!
Sunny Eiseman - You can always count on Sunny to be a wonderful friend. He always encourages his
classmates to do their best and ensures no one is left out. Well done Sunny!
Ryder Neilson – For beginning Term 4 with a positive attitude to working with others.
Charli Rees – An awesome Book Creator book on Jackie French.
Dakota Pigot – For working hard in her Maths all this week. Well done Dakota!
Zac Jonkers – For an outstanding return to school. Completing all his work and showing a great attitude.
Jaydus Poe – For settling well into Term 4 and showing great persistence in his work.
Seamus Peters – For his positive attitude and welcoming all set tasks, especially during Maths when working
with others.
STEM Award – Riley Innes – Riley you are amazing! You have been putting your best effort into your
STEM work and willing to help others too. Keep up the good work! What a star! :)
STEM Award – Benji Barkway – Benji you worked so hard in STEM, showing perseverance as you kept
trying to fix your code with loops. I am very proud of you Benji! :)
Art Award – Whetu Teohaere – For showing a collection of our values in her art lesson, persistence to keep
going even when unsure, success when celebrating her achievements and belonging when showing
encouragement towards her own learning and growth. Such a positive session!!
Art Award – Ruby McDonnell – For working really hard on showing our school values, taking the time
to celebrate her achievements when learning a new skill and belonging when realising her own ability to
participate and complete her art. So great to hear her say she was so proud of herself!!
Phys Ed Award – Jimmy Cox – For showing belonging by pairing up and encouraging someone who was
disengaged.

Value of the Week: Belonging

Belonging in Visual Arts
Mrs. Erickson
Whilst remote learning has thrown different challenges to everyone’s learning
environments, each week there has been an activity placed in the Art Google
Classrooms to encourage all students to join in. On top of this, Google Meets have been
set up so the students in remote learning are valued just as much as
the students needing to attend school onsite.
A benefit about the Google Classrooms is the ‘Stream’ so if a student
asks a question, everyone can see, meaning everyone gets the
information and gains value out of the ‘conversation’.

Belonging in STEM
Within the STEM Classroom, remote or face to face. I am always
looking at ways of creating student choice and voice, to build on
students' sense of belonging. I have embraced the use of
technology with programs such as Padlet, FlipGrid, Google
Classroom, Google Meets, Collaboration with the Google Docs,
Google Slides, Google Sites ( in STEM Club), Kahoot to name a few. In addition to programs such
as eSports, STEM Club, Girls STEM, Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge. The importance
of engaging in STEM is not just for curriculum and the skills of the future but to keep the
connection and belonging in a way that is often unique in a STEM classroom. I look forward to
working with the students in Term 4 and strengthening their sense of belonging through STEM.
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