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Dear Families,

Thank You and Best Wishes for the Holidays

As we come to the end of another wonderful year at East Gippsland Specialist School, | would like 1o
extend my heartfelt thanks to all our students, families, and staff for your support, partnership, and
paositivity throughout 2025. Our school continues to thrive because of the strong relationships,
dedication, and shared commitment of our whole community.

| hope the upcoming heliday break brings rest, joy, and guality time with loved ones. We are
incredibly proud of everything our students have achieved this year and grateful to all who have
contributed o a successful 2025,

Semester 2 Reports

Semester 2 student reports will be sent home on Friday 12th December 2025.

Thesze reports provide an important cpportunity to celebrate the growth, progress, and
achievements that students have made across the year. From developing communication and
independence skills, to building confidence, positive relationships, and new learning behaviours, our

students have demonstrated remarkable growth in many ways.

We encourage families to take some time to read through the report together, celebrate the
successes, and acknowledge the goals and efforts that have shaped each student’s journey in 2025,

We acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai people, the traditional custodians of the land
where we live ,work and travel. We pay our respect to the Elders, past, present

and emerging
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Farewell and Congratulations on Retirement — Diana Kearns

This year we farewell Diana Kearns, who is retiring after an extraordinary contribution to our school
community. Diana has been a dedicated teacher at East Gippsland Specialist School since 2010, and
across her 15 years of service she has made a profound and lasting impact on countless students and
colleagues.

Diana’s warmth, compassion, and unwavering dedication to student learning have enriched our
school deeply. We wish Diana a very happy and fulfilling retirement.

Best Wishes to Adele Van Rosmalen

We also extend our sincere thanks and best wishes to Adele Van Rosmalen, who has been a valued
member of our teaching team for the past three years.

While Adele will not be a permanent classroom teacher at EGS5 in 2026, we are very pleased that
she will continue supporting our school as a Casual Relief Teacher. We look forward to continuing to
see her around the school and appreciate her ongoing contribution to our community.

Transition Program Concludes

Yesterday marked the completion of our full-day transition session, bringing our 2025 Transition
Program to a close.

Over the past three weeks, students and staff have engaged beautifully in transition activities.
Students met their 2026 classmates and teachers, explored their new learning environments, and
began forming the relationships that will set them up for success next year.

The program has run exceptionally well, and we are confident it has placed both students and staff
in an excellent position for 2 smooth and positive start to the 2026 school year.

Graduation Ceremony

This Thursday evening, we will celebrate the achievements of our graduating Class of 2025.
Graduation is always a very special milestone, marking the culmination of students® schiooling and
the beginning of exciting new pathways.

Our graduates have been supported by a wide network of significant people — families, carers,
teachers, education support staff, therapists, peers, and the broader community. Each has played an

important role in their development, wellbeing, and success.

We look forward to honouring their achievements and celebrating with them and their families
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End of Year Celebration — Friday 12th December

We are excited to invite families to our End of Year Celebration on Friday 12th December. This is a
wonderful opportunity to come together as a school community and reflect on the achievements of
our students across 2025.

The day will include:

-Thank You Morning Tea

-Open Classrooms

-Awards Presentations

-Sausage Sizzle BBQ

-All-Abilities Games and Activities
-A Special Visit from 5Santa Claus!

Please see the flyer attached to this week's newsletter for more information and we look forward to
celebrating with you and sharing the many highlights of the year.

Student-Free Days for 2026
Last week, S5chool Council has endorsed the following student-free days for the 2026 school year:
Term 1:

# 27th January — Professional Learning for Staff

*  23th January — Professional Learning for Staff
# Gth March — Professional Learning for staff (Friday before Labour Day)

Term 2:

#  25th May — Semester 1 Reporting and Assessment Day

Term 3

¢ 13th July — Professional Learning for Staff
Term £

» 2nd Mowvember — Semester 2 Reporting and Assessment Day
 Jth December— Transition 55Gs

These days support teacher planning, assessment, reporting, and targeted professional learning and
we thank all families for their support of these important days.



Final Week of School - Monday 15th to Friday 19th December

The final week of the school year runs from Monday 15th to Friday 19th December.

Students are welcome to attend, however please note that formal classes will not run as usual
during this week. 5taff and students will be engaging in:

* Whole-school cleaning

* Tidying learning spaces

* Packing and organisation

+ Relocating materials and equipment for 2026

This week can be quite disruptive and out of routine and may feel different for some students.
Families are encouraged to make a decision about attendance based on what they feel is best for
their child.

Please also note that we will be having an early dismissal of 2pm on Friday the 15% of December.
Warmest Wishes for the Holidays

As we conclude the 2025 schoaol year, | want to sincerely thank every family for your support,
encouragement, and partnership. Itis an honour to work with you in supporting your children’s

growth and wellbeing.

We wish all students and families a safe, restful, and enjoyable holiday break, and we look forward
to welcoming everyone back on Thursday 29th lanuary 2026.

Kindest Regards,

P

Principal
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We welcome our new
Teachers for 2026

Room 1 Room 4

Sue Legg Emma Mutch
Room 16 Room 10



December Celebrations at EGSS
Friday 12th December

Helpers Thank You Morning
e ~ Tea
'm A 10:45 -11:30am
. - ? Life Skills / Library
’
- 11:20 - 12:30pm
Open Classroom Activity

12:30 - 1:00pm
Awards in the Amphitheatre
Including:

. ‘g ‘Hansen Awards Ceremony
. =
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1:00 - 1:15pm
BBQ Lunch

Lunchtime

=

All Abilities Games
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Teacher’s Note

Dear Parents,

It has been a joy sharing the spirit of
Christmas with the children. Thank you
for your support at home. | look
forword to more wonderful learning
ahead

ROOM 4 HAVE
BEEN MAKING
WOODEN
CHRISTMAS

| TREES IN WOOD-
WORK WITH BEN
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Merry Christmas from the students

and teaching staff in room14.
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Exploring the new
Performing Arts roomd!
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SUCH A BUSY AND FUN FILLED YEAR!







Eve
School Day
counts

If your child is absent from school please remember to let us know
why.
Please call the office on 51525922 explaining why your child will be
absent and how long you expect them to be away.

aO==m
By Jl
lgﬂf




PROTECT

Everyone has the right to be safe
and be protected from abuse.
No one should behave in a way that
makes you feel unsafe or afraid,
including anyone in your family,
anyone at school or anywhere else
in the community.

Tell a teacher or any adult at your
school if you feel unsafe.

It's everyone’s rasponsibility.

Adults at school must listen and
raespond to concermns about
child abuse.

If you suspect abuse of any child
Or young person, you have a
responsibility to report it,
avan if you are not sure.

Further information & resources
www.educationvic.gov.auw protect




