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Dear Families,

School Growth and Future Planning

East Gippsland Specialist School continues to grow — and 2026 is shaping up to be another exciting
year of expansion for our school community.

We have been inundated with enrolment enquiries for next year and are projected to grow by
around 20 additional students. As a result, we are set to have an enrolment of approx. 110 students
and will operate 15 classes in 2026, which is a significant and positive milestone for the school.

To support this growth, we are currently in the process of recruiting additional staff, including
teachers, education support staff, and allied health professionals. These positions are currently
being advertised, and we are hopeful that all recruitment activities will be finalised within the next
couple of weeks.

With this expected increase in enrolments — and a smaller graduating cohort anticipated in 2026 —
| have also begun early discussions with the Department of Education regarding securing additional
buildings for the school. This will ensure that as we continue to grow, we have the appropriate
facilities and learning environments in place to support every student.

It is an exciting time for EGSS, and | would like to thank all families for your ongoing trust and
support as our school continues to evolve and thrive.

2026 Transition Sessions

Our 2026 classroom allocations are set to be finalised within the next week, and we are pleased to
share details of our upcoming Transition Program, due to begin in Week 8. We view our transition
program as a critical aspect of preparing students for the following year and these sessions provide
valuable opportunities for students to become familiar with their new classmates, teachers, and
learning environments in a positive and supportive way.

We look forward to seeing all students participate in these sessions as we prepare for another
exciting year ahead.

We acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai people, the traditional custodians of the land
where we live ,work and travel. We pay our respect to the Elders, past, present

and emerging
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Transition 55Gs
On Monday 1st December, we will be holding our final Student-Free Day for the year.

On this day, classroom programs will not operate to allow families the opportunity to participate in a
Transition Student Support Group (55G) meeting.

These meetings provide families with valuable time to meet with both their child’s current teacher
and their teacher for next year, to discuss student progress, transition planning, and learning goals
for 2026. We view this as a critical aspect of your child’s transition process.

We encourage all families to take part in their child’s Transition 55G, as these meetings play an
important role in ensuring a smooth and positive start to the new school year. Once classes are
100% finalised, information regarding your child’s S5G booking timeslot will be sent home to
families.

East Gippsland Rail Trail Ride

Last week, our PE Teacher, Michael Mitchell, and | had the privilege of spending two days on the
East Gippsland Rail Trail alongside staff from Blackwood Outdoor Education Centre for Special
Schools and a small group of our students.

Together, we completed a test ride of the trail between Nichalson and Orbost to assess its suitability
for students with diverse abilities. Throughout the ride, we evaluated the track conditions, potential
camping sites, and access points for support vehicles to ensure that a large-scale event could be
safely managed.

We are thrilled to share that, following this successful trial, our school — in collaboration with
Blackwood Outdoor Education Centre — will be launching a statewide Rail Trail Ride event in 2026,
open to all special schools across Victoria.

The event is planned as a four-day ride in late September 2026, and we are hopeful that schools
from across the state will join us right here in East Gippsland for what promises to be a unique and

inclusive outdoor education experience.

Stay tuned for further updates as planning progresses — this is an exciting opportunity to showcase
both our region and our school community on a statewide stage.

Kindest Regards,
sl

Principal
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Shaoutcuts

-Jessica Clark
For always putting in so much
effort into supporting student, and doing it
with such a lovely smile.
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-Elisa Nelson R
For always putting so much effort into - -
making sure the students are supported.
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-Kristy Stares
“*- . For always being so creative and
.- supporting students to do their
best.










It's been & busy end exciting
term in Room 2! Cur clever
communicetors heve beean

working hard to use their
AAL wisuals, signs, and
wvoices to share their
thoughts, seek help, and
heve themselves heard. We
glso welcomed a new friend
to our room — “the spiny
chair”! Itwss bought to help
one student with regulstion,
but now everyone Lowes
taking tums having a spin It's
helped us get into the green
zonewhile also leam about
weaiting, sharing, and tum
taking while having lots of
fun! Cur focus this term has
&ls0 been to provide
mesningful opporunities for
students to engsge in witing
Botivities, supporting them o
rnark-rmake, form letters, and
begin writing their names
and otherwords. the
children are showing 50
rmuch enthusissm and
creativity in our play-based
leaming ermvironment.

We are so proud of the
progress and enthusiasm
shown by all our Boom 2

learners!
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" East Gippsland Specialist School
’ Graduation 2025

Graduating Students

P

Abigail Cassidy-Maiden Alkira Hood
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JOKE OF THE WEEK
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PARENT ‘>‘>
SUPPORT GROUP

In Term 4 we have some upcoming Parent *
Support Groups Opportunities

Preparing for Transition out of school

20" October at Interchange in
Eastwood 2.00-3.00. Information on
how Interchange can support children
post school. Shop 13B & 14. 30 Howitt
Avenue, Eastwood Shopping Centre
This visit will be followed by coffee and
a chat at DF café.

24" November 2.00-3.00 at East
Gippsland Specialist School- NDIS Local
Area Co-ordinators will be visiting the
school to share information.

NDIS Support Parent Meeting

Our NDIS Local Area Coordinators willag
be visiting the school on the 17*
Movember to share information and
answer guestions about the NDIS to
support families.

For further

information

call

Ml Sl Donna or

peiiepied Pauline on

51525922




MAST GIPPSLAND

SHIRE LIBRARIES

Sensitive Santa

Santa Visit For Children With Additional Needs

Bairnsdale Library

Tuesday 25 November
1.30 pm - 5.00 pm

Orbost

Service Centre
Wednsday

26 November
1.30 pm - 5.00 pm

Bairnsdale Library
Thursday 27 November

i 1.30 pm - 5.00 pm
Join us for a very special visit from Santa!

Santa has taken time out of his very busy schedule and agreed to
join us at the library for a talk and maybe a photol

Book Now

Sensitive Santa is for children and families who would benefit from At your I]brﬂr}.r
a low SENs0ry and wpp-::r‘rad enviranmanl. 5 '| 52 dz 25

www. irybooking.com/eventlist
/ easigippslandshirelibraries

Scan the QR code

Children with additional needs are invited to meet Santa in a free

private 20-minute session with their families.

This project is supported by the Unifing Yic Tas - Bast Gippsland Communities for
Children program, using hunds provided through the Avsiralian Government
Department of Social Services [D55]
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Eve
School Day
counts

If your child is absent from school please remember to let us know
why.
Please call the office on 51525922 explaining why your child will be
absent and how long you expect them to be away.
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PROTECT

Everyone has the right to be safe
and be protected from abusa.
Mo one should behave in a way that
makes you feel unsafe or afraid,

including anyone in your family,
anyone at school or anywhere else
in the community.

Tell a teacher or any adult at your
school if you feel unsafe.
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It's everyone's responsibility.
Adults at school must listen and

respond to concerns about
child abuse.

If you suspect abuse of any child
OF YOUNg person, you have a

responsibility to report it,
avan if you are not sure.

Further information & resources
www.educationvic.gov.aw/ protect




