
 

               
 

  

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

MARCH 
Friday 31st   MARC Van 

APRIL 
Wednesday 5th  -School Community 

Night 
-School Sleepover 

Thursday 6th  LAST DAY OF TERM 

Friday 7th  PUBLIC HOLIDAY – 
Good Friday 

APRIL 
Monday 24th   STUDENT FREE DAY 

Tuesday 25th   PUBLIC HOLIDAY – 
ANZAC Day 

Thursday 27th  Forge Theatre 
Excursion – ‘Are we 
there yet?’ 

Phone:  51 627 800   
1020 Deptford Rd Clifton Creek 3875   
Email: clifton.creek.ps@education.vic.gov.au  
Website: www.cliftoncreekps.vic.edu.au 

Calendar – Term 1  
27th January – 6th April 

Issue 3 - 2023 
Friday the 24th of March 

Sue’s Message 
The end of Term 1 is quickly approaching, and 
I think staff have that warped sense of time 
where it feels like day one was yesterday but 
at the same time feels like the year has been 
forever because so much has happened.  
Any sad news in our little school community 
impacts us all, and we feel great sadness for 
Carrie and her family at the loss of her father. I 
know Carrie and her family have been very 
touched by the outpouring of love that the 
school community have shown. It is lovely to 
have Carrie back at school, she has been very 
much missed over the last few weeks. 
The last two weeks will fly with an excursion, a 
sleepover and the School Community night. 
Please make sure that your children are 
getting plenty of sleep, we have noticed some 
very tired eyes over the last couple of weeks, 
and tiredness impacts learning and resilience. 

Clifton Creek Primary School 

‘ONE IN, ALL IN’ 

Bus 
Please call the bus phone 0439 195 540 if 
your child is not catching the bus. 
Also, if your child is 5- 10 minutes late 
getting home and there has not been 
notification that the bus is running late, 
please call the bus phone and school phone 
if needed 5162 7800. 

Calendar – Term 2  
24th April – 23rd June 



  

School Community Night – Wednesday the 7th of April 5.30-7pm  

The School Community Night will provide a chance for families to meet and mingle. At 5.30 
we will talk about new school values (as per survey and other consultations) and answer 
any questions about happenings at the school. There will be a sausage sizzle at 6pm.  
School Values Revisited – a time to reflect on what values are most important to Clifton 
Creek Primary School Community. Surveys last year indicated that the values of 
inclusiveness, kindness, respectfulness, diligence, honesty, compassion, courage, strength, 
humility, gratitude, perseverance and resilience were important to some members of the 
school community. Unfortunately, responses were less than 40% of the school community 
and we are hoping for further input, so all members of the school community are 
represented. 
Please consider what is important to you and your family and fill out the survey that will be 
sent home next week. We need to streamline the list to 4-6 values that are most important 
to our school community. Our motto will continue to be “One in All in” and our underlying 
values will reflect how we want our students to grow to be the best they can be.  
 

School Sleepover – Wednesday the 7th of April 

Our first school sleepover will coincide with the School Community Night giving our Junior 
Class students the opportunity to participate as much or as little as they like with support 
of parents. 
Students will stay at school after the normal school day finishes. There will be afternoon 
tea, games and an art activity from 3.30 until 5.30 when families will arrive. Dinner will be 
sausage sizzle and salads. 
Students who are sleeping over will need to bring a mattress/lilo/stretcher and sleeping 
bag/doona and pillow. They will also need to bring toiletries, towel, pyjamas and a change 
of clothing, lunch, fruit and snack for the next day. Parents can bring the things needed for 
sleepover when they come for the School Community night. We do have a limited number 
of mattresses (some foam and some blow up) but it will be first in best dressed – so please 
let me know if you need these and we will reserve for your child. 
At 7pm children will have a hot chocolate and get ready for bed (Girls will be in the junior 
classroom and boys will be in the middle classroom. At 7.30 a movie will be put on in each 
room. 
If your child is not staying for the sleepover but would like to stay for the movie time, they 
can settle into a beanbag. Parents can stay and enjoy a drink in the staffroom until the 
movie is over.  
THE PERMISSION FORMS WILL BE AVAILABLE ON uEducateUs ON MONDAY. 
IF YOUR CHILD WILL NOT BE STAYING FOR ANY OF THE ACTIVITIES PLEASE PRESS DECLINE 
ON THE PERMISSION SLIP ON uEducateUs. IF YOUR CHILD IS STAYING  FOR THE AFTER 
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES BUT NOT THE SLEEPOVER PLEASE PRESS APPROVED BUT LET SUE 
KNOW THAT THEY WON’T BE STAYING FOR THE SLEEPOVER. 



 

 

  

Visual Arts 
All students have been challenged to 
create various optical illusion 
artworks. For the junior class, there 
has been a focus on understanding 
and identifying primary and secondary 
colours, as well as complementary and 
harmonious colours. The middles and 
seniors have also revised 
complementary and harmonious 
colours and have learned about 
hatching, cross hatching and using 
pointillism to create shading. When all 
optical illusions and 3D pictures are 
finished, many will be selected to be 
put on display during our Art Show 
later in the year. 

School Fair 

We would like to have a school fair next 
year. This requires a big team to share the 
load and we are looking for some 
enthusiastic people to be part of a 
committee. Meetings would be a great 
time to connect with other wonderful 
people from our school community and 
would be twice a term in the early stages, 
with a few more as the time gets closer. 
Bus running costs and the Japan trip would 
likely be great candidates for any money 
raised, but this will be decided by School 
Council. 

School Council 

Another reminder that community 
members are welcome to join our 
School Council. This is a great way to 
have your say in some of the decisions 
that affect your child’s school. We meet 
twice a term on average and in 
between some of the more serious 
aspects, there are a lot of laughs.  

Parent-Teacher Chats  

It has been great to see so many 
parents come along for feedback and 
contributions into student progress 
and goal setting. These meetings help 
to ensure that everyone is on the same 
page in the teaching-learning process 
and an opportunity to clarify 
expectations and processes. 

Chess 

Are there any chess players out there who 
would like to come up and teach chess at 
the school? We have had some interest 
from students to learn chess and research 
shows that chess helps in learning about 
tactics and thinking ahead. If you know how 
to play chess and would love to come up for 
one lunch time a week and help run a chess 
club, please let the school know.  



  

Happenings in the Junior Room. 

LOTS of writing of narratives and retells – talking about what makes a sentence so we can 
know where to put that full stop and capital letter. This is a trickier concept than you 
might think! I am so pleased with the progress all of the students are making, with some 
at that aha moment of realising that they can record some words independently to 
others who are working on extending their writing beyond 2 or 3 sentences.  
The letter-sounds ‘d’ and ‘b’ have been the focus -learning to distinguish which is which. 
The ‘d’ has the donut first and the ‘b’ has a bat first. We have also been learning about 
what happens when we add ‘ing’ to words ending in ‘d’ or ‘b’ – another tricky concept! 
In maths we have been investigating 2-d shapes and sliding, turning and flipping shapes, 
as well as continuing with number patterns, place value and addition. Some of our 
students have started the times tables challenge when the middle class joins us on 
Wednesdays. 
Over the last few weeks while Carrie has been away, we have spent many sessions 
working together as a whole school, with little mates and big mates working on 
challenges together. We have been working on capital cities, different cultures, writing 
activities, maths trivia and scavenger hunts.  
 

STEM 

The junior group has been learning about safe internet searches using a child friendly 
search engine like www.safesearchkids.com. It ensures that any website linked to their 
searched topic is child-friendly and safe for viewing. Students also learned the importance 
of telling a trusted adult if they see, hear or read anything online that upsets them. 
The senior group have learned about plagiarism and the consequences they could face if 
they plagiarise someone else’s work. They learned how to acknowledge the work of others 
by writing a cite correctly, and that the cites are written in a bibliography, or reference list, 
at the end of their work. 



 

Middle & Senior Class 

With Carrie being away for the last few weeks, the middle and senior classes had come 
together to work as a big group. The timetable changed a little over the weeks due to the 
joining of the two classes, however students still completed reading groups where the 
students continued to focus on predicting whilst reading the text, developing their 
persuasive writing skills, as well as learning the ck, short e, d and short i sounds. NAPLAN 
was also slipped in last week for the grade 3 and 5 students. It was great to see all that 
participated took the testing in their stride. We also had the opportunity to work with 
their buddies to write stories and read books. For Harmony Day the buddies researched 
where different foods originally came from, researched various countries around the 
world and created items to wear out of orange paper. 
It has been a very busy few weeks and the middle class have loved hosting the senior 
class (we hope you had fun with us too), however next week will be back to our usual 
routine now that Carrie has returned to school. 
 

LOTE – Japanese 

Sensei Mai has taught students how to greet people by asking, “How are you?” in 
Japanese (Genki desu ka?). Students have also learned how to answer with the following 
words: happy (genki desu), , tired (nemui desu), sad, kanashii des), okay (maa maa des), 
hot (atsui des) and cold (samui des). We also revised the numbers to 10 and practiced 
writing the symbols for those numbers. We then learned how to write and say numbers 
beyond 10, which is a little bit different to how we say numbers in English. For example 55 
we say fifty five, in Japanese they say five ten five or “go jyu go”. It was a little bit 
confusing at the start but most students got the hang of it. 

 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 



  

HARMONY DAY SHENANIGANS 
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To Gracie who 
turns 10 on the 

5th of April 

To Spencer who 
turns 6 on the 
29th of March 

To our Kitchen 
Specialist John 

whose birthday was 
on the 14th of April 

To Jett who turns 
6 on the 24th of 

April 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 


