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BUCHAN PRIMARY SCHOOL
IS A BARR SCHOOL.
(BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER)
This means our school will be
closed and unstaffed on
Code Red Days
as well as other days deemed
unsafe.
Families will be given as much warning as
possible. Safety is our first priority.

13th February, 2020
IMPORTANT DATES
Prep testing on 19th and 26th February.
MARC Van visits Wednesday 19th February.
Thursday 13th and Friday 14th February Julie in.
Tuesday 18th and Thursday 20th February Julie in.
Wednesday 26th February Grades 1 and 2 excursion to
Bruthen PS.
Thursday 27th and Friday 28th February Julie in.
Thursday 13th, 20th and 27th February lunch orders.
Wednesday 19th and 26th February wheels Wednesday.
Wednesday 19th and 26th February wheels Wednesday.

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
“The secret of getting ahead is getting started. The secret of getting started is breaking your complex
overwhelming tasks into small manageable tasks, and then starting on the first one.”
Mark Twain
Word of the week: Zephyr – a gentle, mild breeze.
Dear Parents, Students and the School Community,
Thank you so very much for your continued support since the start of this term. Today we hosted an
information morning to discuss the recovery process after a bushfire. For our parents who were unable to attend due to work commitments, we have included some handouts that were distributed at
the end of the session in this newsletter. Hope you find this week’s newsletter informative.
Kindest regards
Sarah Walker
Acting Principal
SCHOOL CAPTAINS AND VICE CAPTAIN ANNOUNCEMENT
Last Friday, the school voted for their new 2020 school captains and vice captains. Each nominee was
required to speak to the audience and state why they would be an amazing Buchan Primary School
Captain. I would like to congratulate James Lewendon and Sam Petrie who are our School Captains
and Stephanie Lewendon and Zoe Cuskelly who are our School vice Captains. I am positive they will
do an amazing job representing our school at community events, as well as implementing and living
our school values.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK AWARDS
Week 3 saw the introduction of our Student of the Week awards. Mr Doring and I will nominate 1
student each from our respective classrooms (Senior and junior school award).
I would like to congratulate the following students who were nominated for the following awards:
Senior: James Lewendon for being very helpful and considerate towards the children in the junior
class and for showing enthusiasm and a positive attitude towards school related activities.
Junior: Fletcher Sandy for great improvement with his behaviour and showing consideration towards
other students.
FOOTBRIDGE MINI GOLF AND LOLLY SHOP
The mini golf at the Footbridge is issuing all local schools in the area with a free golf game token.
Please show your support by supporting this business.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
DRILL
This coming Monday 17th February, we will be holding our first emergency management drill.
We will spend the Thursday prior to this day preparing the students for this drill and discussing with them the reasons as to why we need to have such a drill. The drill should take no
longer than 10 minutes and is part of our emergency management plan. So please don’t be
alarmed if your child comes home on Monday afternoon and mentions this.
PARENT TEACHER CONVERSATIONS
Bill and I really appreciate the positive feedback that took place last Tuesday night during our
parent teacher conversations. Thank you for giving up your time in the evening to have a chat
with us and be informed of our educational plan for this term as it relates personally to your
child’s learning and or wellbeing. Bill and I will touch base with all parents around Week 7 of
this term to check in with you. You will receive an Interim Report towards the end of this
term and follow up parent teacher conversation will take place early in Term 2.
SHIRE OF EAST GIPPSLAND LIBRARY CARDS
The Shire Library bus is currently having a makeover and interior refurbishment fit out. It should be
back on the road in the next couple of weeks. I returned all Library books received by students at
the end of last year to the Neighbourhood House. I have been in contact with Joanne our Shire Librarian and she looks forward to visiting our school on Tuesday 25th February. If your child has taken home their Shire Library card from the previous year, would they please return it to school so I
can put it in the folder provided for safe keeping. Prep children will be issued with their own library card on this day and this card will be kept at school. The Library Bus parks in the carpark opposite the school gates next to the crossing. The junior school and senior school have set times to
visit the Library Bus and they have a 2 week borrowing period before they are due to be returned.
SCHOOL CANTEEN
Each week on a Thursday we provide a hot lunch that parents can purchase for their children for
$2.00. The lunches on offer alternate each week and students have the choice of a hot dog in bread
(Weeks 2, 4, 6 and 8 of this term) and or 2 steamed dim sims (Weeks 3, 5, 7 and 9 of this term). If
your child would like a super dooper they can pay an extra 50 cents for this or alternatively in winter they can have a warm Milo instead.
WORKING BEE
We will be hosting a working bee on Sunday 23rd February at 10.30am. I would really appreciate it if
you could make some time on this day to assist around the school grounds and buildings with some
maintenance work. All paint and pebbles will be supplied. We also have a couple of wheelbarrows
and rakes and a shovel too. The following jobs need doing:
- Painting the wooden seat on the hillside facing the school oval.
- Painting the table and seats on the oval as well as moving them to a new location.
- Weeding the garden beds surrounding the school building, but not the garden bed in front of the
senior school windows that overlook the road.
- Spraying the weeds in the garden bed in front of the senior school windows that overlook the
road.
- Pruning the peach tree.
- Putting yellow pebbles on the garden beds near the school house, the garden sheds and the gardens near the Library portable.
- Painting the steps leading up to the Library.
- Using a spray gun at the front of the school to remove cobwebs etc.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Our breakfast club will commence this Monday in the Senior Room which will be open from 8am until 8.45am every day. I have set up tables and chairs solely for this purpose and all cutlery and
crockery is provided. Children are welcome to come in and choose the following breakfast cereals;
Weetbix and or Cheerio’s for breakfast. This room has its own sink and cleaning equipment. All senior students will be expected to wash their own dishes and the junior students will be required to
put their dishes on the kitchen bench top in readiness for me to wash up. The ingredients for this is
kindly donated by Food Bank. This service is open to all of our students, even those who had breakfast at home before they came to school.

FOOD BANK
Our Food Bank delivery arrived on Tuesday morning. Along with the UHT milk and breakfast cereal,
I also signed us up for 2 boxes of apples and these are sitting in a bowl in the office foyer and is
available for all children to access if they need a brainy bite top up. I also signed us up to fruit cups
too.
WHEELS WEDNESDAY
Our Wheels Wednesday will continue again this year. All students who would like to participate in
this will be required to sign the permission form and return it to school and comply with the safety
requirements.
EDUCATION SUPPORT STAFF
We are in the process of recruiting an Education Support Staff who will be working with the children in the Junior Classroom. We will let you know the starting date and outcome of who the successful candidate is once all applications have been received and we have followed DET protocols.
PLAY SCHOOL BAG
The children were given an assortment of gifts that were left over from the weekend function that
happened just recently in Bairnsdale. Thank you for thinking of us.

MIOOW MAGIC WORDS
We will be introducing the MIOOW Magic Words in the Junior School this term. As per the website
https://www.magicwords.com.au/ Magic Words are the most common words in English and the most
important words in learning to read. Magic 100 (1-100) words make up half of all the words in reading. Magic 200 (101 to 200) words make up 65% of the words in reading and Magic 300 (201-300)
words make up 70% of the words used in reading. Learning the Magic Words rapidly improves reading, increases fluency and develops comprehension.

