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Wuman Njinde Parents, Students and the School Community, 

After several false starts, we were finally able to complete our School Review. I like to say a special 
thank you to Sophie Sandy who attended the 2 full days which was part of the review process, as 
well as our parents who were able to take the time out of their working day last Friday to attend the 
parent forum. Your feedback will certainly inform our School Strategic Plan going forward and I look 
forward to sharing our findings with you after Thursday and celebrating our achievements and posi-
tive data results with a special event planned on Friday 25th March. I am just awaiting confirmation 
from the hosts before I make an announcement. Whilst our data shows we are a high performing 
school, this is a team effort between home and school and it reflects our staff’s commitment to your 
child’s learning growth.   

The school is always growing and transforming to meet the needs of the students and school commu-
nity. In the classrooms, Aidan and I have introduced learning goals which will be continuously re-
viewed during teacher conferences and student demonstration. This will be an ongoing event. Aidan 
and I are currently completing our Term 1 Interim Reports and these will be handed out on the last 
day of Term 1. 

Now that COVID-19 restrictions are beginning to ease, I look forward to welcoming parents back into 
the classrooms and hosting some evening events in Term 2, as well as welcoming guest speakers to 
complement our student’s learning experiences. Our specialist classes will be STEM and Environmen-
tal Play. 

Our OHSC (Out of Hours School Care) provider, TheirCare is in the process of recruiting a person for 
this service to commence in Term 2 and will be housed in the school library. An announcement as to 
who the successful applicant will be shared with the school shortly. We look forward to providing 
this service to you.  

Until next time. 

Sarah. 
Principal. 

BUCHAN PRIMARY SCHOOL BUCHAN PRIMARY SCHOOL BUCHAN PRIMARY SCHOOL BUCHAN PRIMARY SCHOOL     

IS A IS A IS A IS A BARR BARR BARR BARR SCHOOL. SCHOOL. SCHOOL. SCHOOL. (BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER)(BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER)(BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER)(BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER)        

This means our school will be closed and unstaffed closed and unstaffed closed and unstaffed closed and unstaffed 

on Code Red Days on Code Red Days on Code Red Days on Code Red Days as well as other days deemed  

unsafe. Families will be given as much warning 

as possible. Safety is our first priority. 

We acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai people as the Traditional Owners of the land on which 
we work, learn and play. We pay our respect to Gunai Kurnai elders past, present and 
emerging and extend our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and 

families of Buchan Primary School. 



 
THURSDAY HOT LUNCH & ICYPOLES 
Steamed Dim Sims — 24th March 
 
IMPORTANT DATES IN MARCH  
Cross country practice morning –Friday 18th. 
School Council AGM at 5pm—Monday 21st. 
Surfing at Cape Conran—Tuesday 22nd.  
Wayupa Cultural Experience—Postponed until early Term 2. 
Celebration event—Friday 25th. 
MARC Van—Wednesday 23rd. 
MARC Van—Monday 28th. 
Harmony Day –Monday 28th  
 
IMPORTANT DATES IN APRIL 
Cross country at the Buchan Caves Reserve—TUBBS Cluster of schools—Friday 1st . 
Easter egg raffle tickets to be returned– Wednesday 6th. 
Division cross country at Nagle College—Tuesday 5th. 
Easter egg raffle draw—Wednesday 6th. 
Interim reports Term 1—Friday 8th. 
 
 
LUCKNOW PRIMARY SCHOOL VISIT 
On Tuesday, Aidan and I had the opportunity to spend a professional learning day at Lucknow 
Primary School. We participated in learning walks and visited several classrooms to watch stu-
dents engage in their learning. Thank you to Carly (Principal), her staff and students for al-
lowing us to be a part of the feedback forums and this fantastic learning experience. We look 
forward to implementing some ideas learned from the day into our teacher practice and docu-
mentation. 

 
THE POWER OF 5 CRITICAL QUESTIONS – Reference: Lyn Sharratt Learning Walks and Talks 
Training Materials, 2008-2015. 
While gains in student achievement occur inside the classroom and are directly influenced by 
the effectiveness of the teacher, large system change, in owning every student, is only possi-
ble when everyone in the organization sees him- or herself as responsible for the success of 
each student. Each class contributes to the school targets, each school contributes to the sys-
tem targets, and each system contributes to the state targets. 
One way to assess how we are making a difference for each student is to check for deep use 
of assessment “for” and “as” learning by asking five critical questions. 

 
What are you learning? 
How are you doing? 
How do you know? 
How can you improve? 
Where do you go for help? 

 
School leaders who do daily Learning Walks and Talks (Sharratt & Fullan, 2009, 2012; Sharratt 
& Harild, 2015, Sharratt & Planche, 2016 (In Press)) gather evidence of teachers’ intentional 
teaching and of students’ improvement when they ask students the five questions above. Stu-
dents who can accurately describe their learning, and how to improve, close the achievement 
gap.  
 

At Buchan Primary School we are implementing this learning into our classrooms. 

 



2021 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

Every March, the principal is required to collaborate with staff and the business manager to com-
plete the previous year’s annual report to the school community. I look forward to sharing this with 
you in the next newsletter. This document will be updated onto our school website. 

RAT KIT VOLUNTARY SURVEY 

The Department of Education and Training is working with the Department of Health to gather 
feedback from parents/carers and staff to review and improve, where possible, the imple-
mentation of the rapid antigen testing program in schools. 

This will be done by identifying a representative sample of schools across all three sectors 
(government, Catholic and independent) and asking those schools to distribute a link to sur-
veys for parents and staff respectively, with the principals of each sample school also invited 
to complete a principals’ survey. 
Each of the surveys are entirely voluntary and anonymous. 
Our school has been identified as one of the schools invited to take part in this survey. 
Please access the SchoolStream app to access the survey link for parents. This is to be com-
pleted by Tuesday 15 March, or as soon as possible. 
Again, this is voluntary and anonymous. Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. 
 
SCHOOL CAPTAIN AND VICE CAPTAIN BADGES HANDED OUT 
At our last assembly, our school captains and vice captain badges were handed out. Congratu-
lations to Jack, Skye and Roman who were the recipients of this honour. We look forward to 
seeing you wear your badges with school pride. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLEAN UP OF BANK 
The removal of the dreaded periwinkle weed commenced a couple of weeks ago. We look for-
ward to its entire removal from the bank tomorrow (fingers crossed). Within the weeds, the 
removalists found a tractor tyre. 
 



 
JAPANESE ENCEPHALITIS VIRUS DETECTED IN VICTORIA (DET INFORMATION) 

Whilst we still have a lot to get through before the end of the term finishes, I have included this 
information for your reference as this is especially applicable if you are travelling near the New 
South Wales border and areas near the Murray River over the Easter break.  

Even though we are not travelling near these area any time soon as a school, I think this advice for 
schools to protect against mosquito-borne diseases Japanese encephalitis (JE) virus is useful if you 
are travelling to this region over the school holidays. JE a rare but potentially serious infection of 
the brain caused by a virus spread to humans through bites from infected mosquitoes.  

The virus has been detected in pigs and several people in Victoria near the Murray River and areas 
close to the border of New South Wales. 

How to protect against mosquito-borne diseases 
While the overall risk is low, some mosquitoes carry diseases that make you sick. 

Dusk and dawn are when most mosquitoes are more active, but some will also bite during the day. 

Students can protect against mosquitos and the diseases they can carry by avoiding mosquito bites 
by: 

• wearing long, loose-fitting clothing when outdoors and cover up as much as possible 

• using mosquito repellent that contains picaridin or DEET on all exposed skin 

limiting outdoor activity if lots of mosquitos are about. 

Schools can also reduce the risk of mosquito bites by: 

promoting Beat the Bite resources within the school community 

• removing any stagnant water so mosquitoes cannot breed 

• sealing any rainwater tanks or water storage devices 

• asking students and staff to use mosquito repellent that contains picaridin or DEET on exposed 
skin 

• asking students and staff to wear long, loose-fitting clothing outdoors 

• preventing mosquitoes from entering school buildings by: 

ο repairing holes in flyscreens 

ο closing windows and doors without flyscreens 

ο using knockdown sprays or electronic zappers 

ο cleaning guttering and storm water pits 

ο undertaking routine maintenance 

if camping, ensure tents are properly fitted with mosquito netting. 

 

NAPLAN S.R.T (SCHOOL READINESS TEST). 

NAPLAN is migrating to delivering the literacy and numeracy testing online. As part of 
our school readiness for the delivery of these tests in May, the students in Grades 3 
and 5 participated in some online mock tests on Wednesday with Mr Johnston to en-
sure our broadband width was up to speed and our computers were compatible with 
the online learning program. Thank you to our students who engaged in this task. 

AREA AND REGIONAL DIRECTOR VISIT 

We look forward to welcoming Alison (Area Director) and Ian (Regional Director) to our school 
within the next week and meeting our staff and students and seeing the amazing work we do. 

SCHOOL CHAPLAIN 

We welcomed Cathy our new School Chaplain to our school last Thursday. Cathy will predomi-
nately be working in the senior classroom and providing extra support for them. 



 
EASTER EGG RAFFLE 

Each family was given a raffle ticket book to sell last week to support our first fundraiser for 
the year. I would like to thank our families who have donated chocolate Easter eggs for this 
raffle and with this generosity we are hoping to make several hampers from the donations for 
the raffle prizes. If you require more tickets, please see Julie at the office. 

RACV SAFETY SQUAD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NewAccess is available through Wellways across Gippsland, providing free and confidential mental 
health coaching. 

The program provides a great starting point for people feeling stressed, anxious, or overwhelmed 
about everyday life issues. 

It is available for people living and working in the Gippsland region who are 18 years old and over. 

Mel Forster  

Wellways Australia 

Gippsland  

mforster@wellways.org  |(03) 41415393|  0422 455 353 

wellways.org | 1300 111 400 

 

PAUL KELLY 

What an amazing community event on 
Wednesday 16th March. 

The entertainment was brilliant and Paul 
Kelly and his band performing live sounded 
incredible. 

We were so very lucky to be part of this one 
off event. 

Thank you to the organisers who made this 
happen. 

 


