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ACTING PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 
“Stopping to reflect is one of the most valuable activities people can do to grow” by John C. Max-
well. 

 
Dear Parents, Students and the School Community, 
 
As the term progresses, Aidan and I will continue to provide learning opportunities for our students. 
We would like to welcome Djulz who will begin working with our students and staff each Thursday 
throughout this term and next term to deliver song, dance, body percussion and vibration work as 
well as drumming each week. This opportunity came about from a Creative Artist in Schools grant 
Kelly Duncan, Sue Paul the principal at Clifton Creek PS and I applied for at the end of last term.  
I was also fortunate in attaining a drama grant and we have begun to implement drama lessons into 
The Arts program this term with the senior students.  
Thank you for supporting our Mother’s Day stall. I hope our mums were all thoroughly spoilt with the 
gifts and beautiful cards our students made for you especially for this day. 
We would like to welcome a new addition to our staffing, Judie Brownbridge who has been em-
ployed as an Educational Support Staff. The children already know Judie who has been coming in to 
read each Monday and Tuesday and she will be working in the junior classroom each Thursday and 
Friday to replace Cathy who has reduced her working days to Monday to Wednesday. 

 
Julie will continue to publish our school newsletter on a fortnightly basis. This newsletter will 
also be made available on the school website and School Stream. 
 

 

BUCHAN PRIMARY SCHOOL BUCHAN PRIMARY SCHOOL BUCHAN PRIMARY SCHOOL BUCHAN PRIMARY SCHOOL     

IS A IS A IS A IS A BARR BARR BARR BARR SCHOOL. SCHOOL. SCHOOL. SCHOOL. (BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER)(BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER)(BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER)(BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER)        

This means our school will be closed and unstaffed closed and unstaffed closed and unstaffed closed and unstaffed 

on Code Red Days on Code Red Days on Code Red Days on Code Red Days as well as other days deemed  

unsafe. Families will be given as much warning 

as possible. Safety is our first priority. 

Term 2 school newsletter distribution 

  
Thursday 13th May Available in hard copy at school on this day. 

Thursday 27th May Available in hard copy at school on this day. 

Thursday 10th June Available in hard copy at school on this day. 

Thursday 24th June Available in hard copy at school on this day. 



 
 IMPORTANT DATES IN MAY 
Julie (Business Manager) - Tuesday’s and Thursday’s. 
Play Therapy with Natalie – Thursday 20th May. 
Off Site Evacuation drill – Wednesday 19th May. 
NAPLAN – Tuesday 11, Wednesday 12th and Thursday 13th May. 
Bus Safety talk – Friday 21st May (Thank you to Shane for organising this). 
Responsible Pet Ownership – Thursday 27th May 
Winter Sports at Lakes Entrance for Grades 5 to 6 – Friday 28th May. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES IN JUNE 

Curriculum Day – Friday 4th June. 
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

A big birthday shout to Campbell H, Campbell M and Hope De W. Birthdays are always fun and ex-
citing and something to look forward to and we hope you all had a special day. 
 
NEW FURNITURE 

Our long awaited furniture for the school foyer arrived last week. We received new display cabinets 
which will showcase our memorabilia and comfortable waiting chairs for visitors. 

 
 

 
 

BUCHAN BUS SONG 

Several weeks ago we were approached by locals Cindy and Dave who are locals who asked us if our 
school would be interested in recording a song that use to be sang on the school bus run many years 
ago. We jumped at the chance and they turned up last Friday to do a live recording of the song. 
This recording will be part of a show Cindy and Dave are doing called “Songs From the Valley” 
which will premiere at the Buchan Mechanics Hall on May 22nd and 23rd.  

Inspired by the Buchan-Gelantipy area, they have written songs about some of the local characters 
of the past. One of those characters is Jim Harley who drove the school bus from Buchan to Orbost 
in the 1960s. The kids who rode that bus wrote the song to the tune of “The Road to Gundagai”. 

The song will be played during the live show before they sing the song about Jim and the bus. 

Tickets are available at the link below.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/songs-from-the-valley-tickets-148118796307 

 



  

 NAPLAN 

Well done to our Grade 3 and 5 students who completed the NAPLAN tests this Tuesday to 
Thursday and thank you to the Grade 4 and 6 students who joined us in the junior classroom 
to do some creative activities with our class. The Grade 3 and 5 students completed the fol-
lowing tests: 

Tuesday – Language conventions and writing. 

Wednesday – Reading. 

Thursday – Numeracy. 

ORIGAMI AND 2D ART 

The junior class have been making paper animals and cubes out of origami, as well as colour-
ing in designs to make eye popping artwork. Thanks to Cathy our origami expert. 

   

       

 



 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK AWARDS 

Lachie C – For always showing a cheerful and obliging manner towards others and being a con-
scientious worker to always tries to do his best.  

Tom H – For the excellent effort he has shown with his recognition of the words in the M200W 
list and for the magnificent reading happening at home. 

Robert G – For always being a hardworking member of the class. It is fantastic to always see you try 

your best, ask for feedback about how you can improve and never complain about whatever task we 

are doing.     

Zoe C – For her enthusiastic and responsible attitude to all learning in the curriculum this week, espe-
cially for her insightful comments and contribution to classroom discussions. Mrs Nowell also wanted 

to commend your efforts when working with her. 

                                                                                          

 
CURRICULUM 

We have subscribed to Reading Eggs to complement our phonics program in the junior school, as 
well as reading across the whole school.  

 
Thank you to all of family’s who turned up for our Parent teacher conversations last Wednesday 

and Thursday. We are grateful for your feedback and continued support. 
 
Our School Review will occur in Term 2. We will have a representative from School Council as 

well as Tony R our SEIL (Senior Education Improvement Leader), Elizabeth E our EIL 
(Education Improvement Leader), Andrew K (Principal of Swan Reach PS), Sue P (Principal 
of Clifton Creek PS), Helen (Reviewer) and myself. This review will focus on the 2019 data. 
The outcomes of which will guide our plan for the next 4 years. 

 
Cataloguing of Library books has commenced again in readiness for students to begin borrowing 

each Monday. Thank you to Cassie M and Elly McA who have given up several Monday’s to 
organise and catalogue the books. The organisation of the school library ensures that we 
continue to promote the importance of reading. 

 
Our Speech Pathologist (Rachel) has been working with students individually in both classes 

over the past 4 weeks. Ainsleigh (Occupational Therapist) will begin working with students 
individually in both classes commencing next week until the end of the term. Staff have 
been implementing strategies in the classroom based on their feedback and recommenda-
tions. 

 

Heather has been very pleased with the progress our students are making in the Tutor in 
Schools Program, both individually and in small groups.  



 
 
APPLE TREES 

Last year we were donated a couple of variety of apple trees and we are already seeing re-
sults. 

                                                                                 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS        

We are looking at having some major external works to our main building in Term 3 to make it 
compliant with “Shelter in Place’ regulations. The contractors will be replacing ramps, some 
outside wall cladding, plastic pipes etc. I have also asked for a sprinkler system on the roof 
too and I am awaiting feedback on this. 

Year 7 Application forms for Placement in 2022 
These application forms were given to the grade 6 students a couple of weeks ago. Please re-
turn them to school by next Tuesday at the latest.   
 

Playing our part to build a national picture of child health 
In early 2021, our school, along with thousands of others across the country will begin preparations for 

the fifth Australian Early Development Census (AEDC).  

The AEDC gives us a national picture of the development, health and wellbeing of children in their first 

year of full-time school. Since 2009, the census results have helped communities, schools and govern-

ments plan services and develop better policies to target support for children and families. 

Children don’t miss any class time, and parents/carers don’t need to supply schools with any new infor-

mation for the census. The AEDC gives us data at a school and community level - it isn’t an assessment of 

individual children. 

Some teachers have also noticed that completing the assessments made them more aware of the needs of 

individual children and the class as a whole and that the census results are useful in planning for transi-

tions to Year 1 and developing class programs. 

Participation in the AEDC is voluntary. Parents/carers don’t need to take any action unless they choose 

not to include their children in the census. 

To find out more about the census and how communities are using the data to help children and families 

visit the AEDC website: www.aedc.gov.au. 

If you have any questions, you can contact Sarah Walker at school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  

We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing, and quality instruc-

tion, and are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school.  

The AtoSS is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist 

our school to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Students will 

be asked about their thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, their learning, peer relation-

ships, bullying and life in general.  

Students from Buchan Primary School  year levels 4 to 6, at our school will participate in the survey. 

Your child will complete the survey online during school hours using a purpose built secure online 

survey tool.  It is important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child. Your child has the 

right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any time.  

Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an as-

signed identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses 

to the survey are kept anonymous in the response file. Personal identification data will not be record-

ed in the survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protect-

ed at all times. 

This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school over the period <<Monday 24 

May to Friday 4 June 2021. The survey takes around 20-45 minutes to complete and occurs during 

your child's class time. 

 

The survey results will be reported back to the school in an aggregate form throughout the survey peri-

od. All survey data that is made available in reports are for groups of students only so that no individ-

ual student can be identified. Data suppression rules are used for schools with low student numbers 

per year level. 

 

Your school may indicate that the survey results will be communicated to parents through annual re-

porting or by some other means.  

 

If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit: https://

www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/data-collection-surveys/guidance/attitudes-school-survey 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


