MAY 22, 2020

Welcome Back!
FROM OUR PRINCIPAL LYNN MORRISON,
Dear Families,
Here at BCCS, all our staff are feeling so excited about the fact that we
have students returning next week Tuesday 26 May, 2020. However,
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our journey through these uncertain times continues and it is natural to
feel confused and worried as to what is going to happen in the next
steps. At BCCS we are prioritising in our return to on-site learning
actions, making our children, staff and families feel as safe as possible
and to continue to provide them with a familiar routine and a sense of
life being “normal”.
We want you all to be aware that at BCCS, we are working together to
be able to support both you and your child during this time. If your child
is feeling distressed, anxious or overwhelmed and you would like help
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with supporting them during this stressful time our teaching staff are
happy to help.

With the return to on-site learning there are some new arrangements
and approaches which need to be implemented to keep everyone as
safe as possible.

ISSUE 5
2020

Parent Access to the School
Can I come into the school reception and catch
up?
Sadly we are asking parents not to enter the school grounds at
this time. The medical advice is that all adults must maintain

The Lord helps
the fallen and
lifts those bent
beneath their
loads.
Psalm 145:14

physical distancing which means that we must endeavour to
keep 4 square metres of space between all adults in our
spaces. Please use the following guidelines to connect with the
school.
If parents are needing to do extended business with our
office, school leaders or administration staff, it is advised
that you phone ahead to make appointments.
If it is brief business please wait in your car and phone the
office, as there is an adult limit of 2 that applies to our foyer
space.
If the business can be done through a phone chat, please
send an email with a brief statement of what you need to
talk through so that it can be directed to the appropriate
person. At BCCS we aim to respond to emails within 2
working days.
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2020

Drop Off & Pick Up

Are there any restrictions regarding drop off and pick up?

Drop off and pick up can be challenging at the best of times, but it is vital that everyone remains
considerate of each other. Parents are asked to:
refrain from exiting their vehicles other than to assist their child;
observe ‘physical distancing’ and signage; and
refrain from entering school buildings and the playground.
We need everyone to remember that these are not normal times.

Arrival at school
Students should not be arriving any earlier than 8.30am, with the exception of those who have
parents working at the school. Students are to access the school using the gate entries only. The
school office foyer is only for adult access according to the ‘parent access’ guidelines. Student
gate entries are as follows:
Students who have a sibling in our Kindergarten are to use the Kinder carpark school gate for
entry to the school
Students dropped off by parents or guardians are to use the front gate nearest the undercover
area to enter. A bollard and tape drive through area has been established. The kiss and drop
zone is not operating at this time.
Students who travel on the shuttle bus will use the gate closest to the roundabout
This is to enable us to monitor students to ensure physical distancing continues to take place, and
also to ensure we have the appropriate staff on site for supervision purposes.
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Drop Off & Pick Up

Departure from school

Students departing from the school at the end of the day will be supervised to use the same gates
as for morning drop off. Teachers will be positioned at each exit gate and will supervise children
until 3:20pm.
Students who have a sibling in our Kindergarten will be walked across the crossing section and
release to go to parent vehicles using the Kinder carpark school gate
Students being picked up by parents or guardians will be supervised by teachers at the front
gate nearest the undercover area. This will be a drive through basis pick up style using the
taped off lane.
Students who travel on the shuttle bus will use the gate closest to the roundabout

School Busses (Including Shuttle Bus)

All school buses including Coopers shuttle bus are operational and
have maintained their normal routes and timetables. The buses
have enhanced cleaning, and hygiene. We have spoken to the Bus
Coordinator and it has been confirmed that students who live in
town can continue to use the shuttle bus as per normal.

Increased Cleaning

The School will continue with our increased cleaning/disinfecting
protocols, and continues to check and make available hygiene
products such as hand soap, sanitiser and tissues throughout the
school. High-use areas such as benchtops, desks, doorknobs, taps
and handrails will be subject to additional cleaning. Wiping down
of desk spaces will also occur throughout the day.

Student Attendance

The Minister for Education issued a direction to the VRQA to afford schools some flexibility with
respect to attendance. This allows schools to monitor attendance once rather than twice daily. The
School is still required to:
note and record attendance a minimum of once a day,
continue to keep a written record of all student attendance and absences.
This means that the School will continue to touch base with families to determine if learning is
taking place. Where possible the School seeks to have this information in the system by the end of
the school day.

ISSUE 5
2020

Learning, Food & Drinks

Students need to bring lunch

It’s important you provide your child with healthy lunch and snack foods for school each day. We
ask for parents assistance to work with their student/s to not share their food and drinks

Students need to bring a water bottle

In response to the advice of the AHPPC, all communal water fountains and bubblers will continue
to remain off.
For the aforementioned reason, it is important that all children are sent to school with a water
bottle to drink from. Where possible we will try to refill these throughout the day, but families
should consider whether their child may need to bring along more than one drink bottle to reduce
the need for this. Please ensure that water bottles have the student's name clearly labelled.
Students should not be sharing their drink bottles under any circumstances.

Is BCCS having staggered lunch times and what does learning in the
classrooms look like?

These appear to be two very different questions however, they are very interconnected as with
COVID19 being contained in classrooms and having large groups of students out in the same lunch
area has been a concern.The easy answer to staggered lunch times is NO as our size is an
advantage. However, we want to protect and build our strong sense of community and connection
within our school. Therefore we have made adjustment to the schedule of our school day for two
reasons:
It provides us with the flexibility to respond effectively to health and hygiene, stay safe advice,
which sometimes can change quickly. With 3 smaller breaks across the day, students are inside
the classrooms for shorter periods of time. As a teaching team we considered that this was
essential as winter comes in and the option to have the classroom doors and window open for
airflow is less convenient.
Equips us to create a
contemporary and continuous
learning approach that can be
implemented or transferred
into a new context easily.
Learning at Home provided
our teaching team some
invaluable insights into how
our students enjoy learning
and how they can self-direct
some aspects of learning.
So the new schedule was
developed to try and capture
some of this into the learning
structure of onsite schooling.
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The Courage to Grow!

We respect your right to choose

We believe school is important for all students. It not only provides them with an education, but
also gives them the social and emotional support network that they need.
We understand making the decision to send your child to school might be a difficult one,
nevertheless the health advice for students is that it is safe for them to return to school.
We do not presume that we have the right to compel families to send their children to school and
respect your right to make the decision to decide what's right for your children. The School will
work hard to provide for your child’s education should you choose to keep them home, but please
be aware that this may present some additional challenges for both you and your child.
Our desire during this phased return to school process is for a continued partnership between the
School and ‘you’, the child’s ‘first teacher’, for the benefit of our future generation.
We thank you for everything you’ve done so far and hope that through this, our community will be
brought even closer together.
We truly love what we do and are so grateful for the opportunity to do this educational journey
with you all.
We are endeavouring to communicate as much of this information as possible to parents. To
support our return to onsite learning action plan and guidelines we have more information on our
school website. This information will develop and help to support you and your child as we return
to on-site learning.

BCCS
KINDERGARTEN

LEARNING
TOGETHER
Hi BCCS Families,
The Kindergarten has been focusing on relationships and self-regulation activities. As
a situation arises, we are working together to identify what is appropriate behaviour
or inappropriate behaviour. We have been using puppet play and drama to work
reinforce discussions.
The Kinder kids have been playing ‘What’s the time Mr Wolf’ which is great in
strengthening our listening skills, counting with steps, and turn taking. The children
have really enjoyed being Mr Wolf, using steps to get to the wolf and being chased
by the wolf.
The Kinder kids have also been engaging in a range of art activities using different
parts of our bodies (i.e., hands/fingers and feet/toes). The children have loved
creating swirls and squiggly lines using and the social aspect of the activities as well.
Art is also the avenue we have used to create literacy opportunities for the children.
The kinder kids have been identifying letters and colours through fun art activities
that require the children to work together as a group to complete the challenges.
Although they have gone home more colourful than they arrived, the children have
certainly enjoyed all aspects of these activities.

BCCS
KINDERGARTEN

As a group, we have really been enjoying each other’s
stories during mealtimes and use this opportunity to
continue to strengthen child-child and child-teacher
relationships.
The Kinder kids have been adding more physical
activity to their own curriculum. They have been
enjoying Go Noodle so much that we now do three Go
Noodle songs every morning. A couple of Kinder kids
have also identified items from around the room and
used those items to create indoor physical activity
experiences for themselves and others.
The Kindergarten would also like to invite a family
member who would be interested in coming into the
Kindergarten to teach the Kinder kids their family’s
special favourite cultural activity or celebration. This
will provide opportunities for the Kinder kids to be
introduced to different ways of doing and to
experience different aspects of culture.
As a friendly reminder, Kindergarten finishes at 3pm.
Blessings,
The Kindergarten Team.

BCCS
MIDDLE PRIMARY

LEARNING
DIFFERENTLY
With the term starting quite differently, because of all the Covid 19 restrictions, the
learning also shifted to a contemporary style where our students learnt from home and for
some at school. It has been an amazing to watch students putting great efforts in their
daily set activities.
The highlight of the day was catching up with our class
members through zoom meetings, sharing our challenges,
queries, toys and jokes. It was wonderful to meet not only
students but also their pets in these meetings. Looking at all
the wonderful work posted or sent to me, I felt immensely
proud of all the hard work students have put in doing their
activities at home and at school. A big shout to all the
parents who have partnered with us during this time and
helped us in carrying out effective learning for students.
THANK YOU!
Mrs Jasmine Shawel
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GENERAL NOTICES
Student Free Days Coming Up:
Monday 25th May
Monday 8th June

School Uniform
With the temperatures dropping we are now into
Winter uniform.

Semester 1 Reports
Semester 1 reports will be released on the last
day of term. Keep a look out for them.

Chaplain/Youth Worker Position Available!
BCCS is looking for a new staff member who
would be working 1 or 2 days a week with the
skills and experience to deliver school
chaplaincy/well-being to the school community.

If you have a passion for primary aged children
and their families, and would love to join a great
community, please register your expression of
interest by email to admin@bccs.vic.edu.au.

