MARCH 24, 2020

Well Done
BCCS!
FROM OUR PRINCIPAL LYNN MORRISON,

PRAISE POINTS

Dear Families,
With this newsletter update, comes a personal message of
gratitude and thankfulness to our School Staff, parents and

01

GREAT START
TO TERM 2!

02

KEEPING OUR
COMMUNITY
SAFE &
HEALTHY

students who have just done an outstanding job as we began
Term 2 in ‘flexible and remote learning’ mode.
While we had made a lot of headway at the end of Term 1, in
preparing to support you and your child/ren to learn from
home, we have now experienced how it all works. The
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(Kindergarten) and our BCCS community facebook page have
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In just a handful of days, what have we learnt:
Our contemporary learning approach, with a soft
start

What great love
the Father has
lavished on us,
that we should
be called
children of God!

to
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build
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students, teachers and parents, is being successful.
Our students are highly engaged with the zoom
checkins, completing the learning tasks and being
flexible and adaptable with this significant change
to schooling.
Our BCCS families are champions in supporting
their child/ren and our school in this disrupted and
often chaotic time. The issues and pressures are
different for every household and I want to
commend you for standing with us as a school and

1 John 3:1

our teachers and doing your best. It is tough, we
get it. Hang in there. In the midst of so much
uncertainty, we urge you to be kind to yourself and
do your best to enjoy this unexpected gift of time
with your child/ren.
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Contemporary
Learning

It sometimes doesn’t work, and that is OK! Some children (and or parents) will love this way of
learning, some children (and or parents) will struggle and may be overwhelmed. Every learner is
different and will respond and process this experience in different ways. Imagine your family ten
years from now, looking back on this time - what will you want to remember most? How does this
time sound:
Read-alouds on the lounge, baking and cooking, dealing with squabbles and bad attitudes (this is
real life, after all), chores, Lego villages, discussions around the table, documentaries and movies,
time spent outdoors, board games, ice cream and audiobooks, online learning and podcasts. In two
words it is FAMILY and HOME.
We each have an expectation of what ‘flexible and
remote learning’ should/would look like. Our
school approach is guided by the best practice
advice put out by our governing bodies and
professional networks. You are not required to
‘teach’ your children. We have that covered here at
BCCS. Please support, encourage and facilitate
learning time. Engage your children in problem
solving techniques when they encounter a
stumbling block.
As educators we are expecting that realistically we
will be able to deliver about half the amount of
work that our students would be expected to
complete in the classroom. As a school we have
prioritised
our
students
and
community
connecting, keeping quality learning continuous
and caring for each member of our community. We
are working with 3 year olds right through to 12
year olds, these are students who love moving and
wriggling, hanging out with their friends and often
can’t articulate what they are thinking or feeling
throughout the many changing aspects of a once
familiar and routined part of their day, weeks,
months and year. Therefore, we have changed
both teaching and learning so that it includes a
variety of online and offline teaching and learning
experiences, time for explicit instruction,
independent learning and unscheduled time - to
assist students and families manage their
wellbeing.
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Working Together

Our young students are concerned and confused. They may show it, in unfamiliar, long forgotten
ways of tears, meltdowns, refusal or retreat. They are processing what is happening in their world,
with minimal understanding or sense of safety. They need hugs, time to laugh, your understanding,
time to destress, physical activity with others (the family, as they can not do this with their friends
at the moment) and reassurance that we are all doing this journey together. Don’t let your child’s
academics become the focus of their home time - when your child/family needs to rearrange, have
a rest day, or can only get 15 minutes of learning done, don’t stress or feel pressured, your child
will recover and learn more effectively if they have the space and time to be themselves at home.

Home-School Partnership

Since beginning this journey, our staff team in
every conversation has been focusing on, our
students deserve the best and our community
deserves the best.
Communication is the key around student
learning at the moment, so if you have any
concerns, don’t hesitate to email or call the
school or your child’s teacher as we problem
solve together in the best interest of our
children. Reach out to us if you need a hand or
are finding some difficulty in the online
platforms. Each week we will review our
processes to ensure we are delivering best
practice to you. We ask parents to remember
that some of the approaches being adopted as
part of our Contemporary Learning Plan are new
or less familiar for teachers, and that a period of
adjustment will be required so we can find the
right balance of learning experiences for
students. Our School staff and teachers will
periodically check-in with you to monitor your
student and family experience, so we can adapt
and fine tune our practices.
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Our New Website!

It is with great excitement that I announce that our new school website is officially open; it is up
and running!
Check it out! https://www.bccs.vic.edu.au
Two reasons to check out our website today:
ANZAC day across our nation will be very different, this year, however, our website for this
weekend only, incorporates Anzac information, activities and an opportunity to contribute to
our school community’s visual record of Anzac day commemorations 2020.
Being a community and connecting together has always been one of BCCS’ strengths but with
Covid19 has come isolation.So with so many of us being at home we want to challenge you to
get creative. On our website we have a community tab with a section called mini-games, It’s
now time for us to connect as a community! BCCS has created some fun challenges for our
students and our families to participate in a challenge. You can even challenge another one of
our families to send our community Facebook page viral as we check out our families’ creations,
ideas and fun.
Our website is a great source of information for and about our school, particularly for those
outside of our community. You can find the latest newsletters, events and calendar (once we reach
the other side of the pandemic) through the website.
This is still a work in progress so not all of the website is available at this time, but our ICT
department (of 1) is working hard to get it all up and running. We look forward to having it all
available to you soon. Please check in regularly to see our new additions!

School Fees
Yesterday, families would have received their
school fee invoices. I would like to remind all our
families that my leadership team is committed to
working with you and supporting you where
possible during this time. If you have been
financially disadvantaged by COVID-19, we want
to prioritise assistance to help families who may
have lost income. If you feel this may apply to
you, please contact the School and make a time
to talk to us directly or email our Business
Manager,
Garry
Dunn,
directly
on
g.dunn@bccs.org.au and we will talk you through
our support process options.
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New Support

Can you help?
It is great news to be able to announce that our application for funding to support a
Chaplain/Youth Worker in our school for 2020 has been successful. The National School
Chaplaincy Program’s (NSCP) aim is to support the emotional well-being of students by providing
pastoral care services and strategies that support the emotional well-being of the broader school
community.
BCCS is now looking for a new staff member who would be working 1 or 2 days a week and are
required to have the following skills and qualifications
the skills and experience to deliver school chaplaincy/well-being to the school community; and
is recognised through formal ordination, commissioning, recognised religious qualifications or
endorsement by a recognised or accepted religious institution; and
meets the NSCP’s minimum qualification requirements – a Certificate IV in Youth Work or
Certificate IV in Chaplaincy and Pastoral Care or an equivalent qualification (as determined by
the State) that must include competencies in mental health and making appropriate referrals;
If you know someone who would meet these criteria, has a passion for primary aged children and
their families, and would love to join a great community, please encourage them to contact the
school and register their expression of interest.

Thank you!

The way our community has rallied together during this
time has been nothing short of extraordinary. I am
inspired and incredibly proud of our teaching staff who
have worked tirelessly, preparing resources and
engaging in professional learning around technology
and best practice online learning. They have discovered
the strengths and weaknesses of technology platforms
and have looked through the lens of ensuring that we
could use functional tools across the whole school
which provides consistency of approach and ease of
access.
I continue to be so grateful to all of our parents who are supporting their child/ren learning in a
format that is so different to their own learning experience, in the home context whilst managing
many other commitments.
Love our School community!
P.S. Don’t forget: As always, if you have any concerns or questions, we are just an email or phone
call away and are always happy to hear from you.

BCCS
KINDERGARTEN

KINDER @
HOME
Butterfly Catching!
Hi BCCS Families,
It has been a different, yet positive start for Term 2, 2020. I would like to thank all
families for working with the Kindergarten Team to provide a program that extends
upon your child’s current learning in the home or in the Kindergarten setting. The
challenge with a Kindergarten program is that the curriculum is based on children’s
interests and there is a huge focus around social skills, which is hard to replicate in
the home environment. As with all challenges, there are benefits, and I am learning
more creative ways of offering the same learning doing it differently, so I am certain
that this will benefit all Kindergarten children, now and in the future.
It has been a wonderful experience sharing the home learning activities posted on
Educa with the children at Kinder. It is nice to be able to share your child’s learning
with the others, as well as giving them the same learning experiences at kinder, to
ensure they learn the same as each other, no matter where they are situated. The
children have also enjoyed this very much too.

BCCS
KINDERGARTEN

It is also great to see others using what we are
doing in the kindergarten environment in their
homes, so a huge thank you to all of you. I feel we
are very blessed to have so many great families
sharing in our love for learning.
We started the year centered around the theme of
“joy” and although we are working in very strange
times, and it feels like joy has left us momentarily, I
feel ‘joy’ is especially important to everyone at this
time, so throughout Term 2 I will be using every
opportunity
to
provide
engaging
learning
experiences where the children will laugh together,
play together, learn together, and grow together.
Here are some photos of the term so far…
The Kindergarten Team.
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JUNIOR PRIMARY

WHAT A
START!
What a start to the term! I am so impressed with how well the students have adjusted to
such a new way of learning. We have had a chance to see each other during our Zoom
catch-ups which has been lovely. I have seen some great work being produced by all
students and they have even come up with some creative ways of completing activities. I
am looking forward to seeing what you achieve throughout the rest of the term.
From Mrs. Grummisch
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This is a picture of Apollo, Grace's art
piece for the newsletter from the "draw
your family pet" activity
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Ollie discovered that the average
strawberry has 200 seeds in an inquiry
activity about fruits and vegetables.

GENERAL NOTICES
Annual General Meeting 2020
Our AGM is on Tuesday 19th of May @ 7pm via
Zoom. If you would like to attend please register by
emailing admin@bccs.org.au.

Parent/Teacher Interviews
Parent/teacher interviews will be taking place from
Monday 27th April - Friday 1st May. Meetings are
15mins and can be done through Zoom or for
families where internet is inconsistent, on campus
meetings can also be arranged where social
distancing is maintained.

If you would like to book a parent/teacher interview
please email your classroom teacher to arrange a
time.

MANAGING
UNCERTAINTY
A daily routine is
important
Avoid excessive media
coverage
Reconnect & reach out.
Share your stories funny,
messy and everything in
between.
Try to take time for selfcare.

