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BAIRNSDALE GOLF-BOWLS CLUB NEWSLETTER - FEBRUARY 2019 

2017 Golf Victoria 'Golf Club of the Year'          2018  Gippstar  'Club of the Year' 

We're off to the Grand Final!!! 
Not getting ahead of ourselves, but if you're not in it you can't win it - and 

we're in it!  After finishing top of the ladder our Division 3 Midweek Pennant side overcame a 

semi-final loss against Lakes Entrance to squeak through the preliminary final by three shots 

against Orbost.  The Grand Final will be at Bairnsdale Bowls Club where we once again come up 

against Lakes.  The support our Club has given this side has been top-notch and no doubt will 

continue for another week.  How good would another flag for our Club be? 

We had more supporters than last week, and it would be fair to say, a little bit more vocal at times.   

Here we have Jill Dennison and Margaret Timmins intent on the result of their bowls, needless to say they were both good. 

A three shot win was getting as 

close as we would want with only 

a couple of ends to go.  Our skips, 

Joy and Norma did a great job and 

everyone put in some good bowls 

for the club. 

Amazingly, Joy thought there was 

another end to go as they had a 

dead end early in the game so was 

relieved to find it was all over! 

Bowls Australia announced today a change to their Policy regarding Bowling Arms. 

The revised Artificial Devices Policy, which will come into effect from May 1, 2019, has removed the existing stipulation 

that players need to have a medical certificate and approval from their State/Territory Association.  The changes to the 

Policy come after extensive consultation and feedback from key stakeholders. 

Further to the changes, Bowls Australia wish to clarify the procedure to request replacement logos for approved  

bowlers' arms.  If your sticker has come off due to wear and tear over time, you will need to provide details of the arm 

(ideally a photo) so BA can confirm the device is indeed an approved bowlers arm.               Ref. Bowls Australia website 
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 BOWLS PRESIDENT’S REPORT  FEBRUARY 2019 - Steve Beggs  

BOWLING GREENS  Craig Rimington Course Superintendent. 

GREENS REPORT - Steve Beggs  

Both greens are in fantastic condition and presented great surfaces for the  
recent Pennant Finals.   
Both greens will be treated with fungicide and a pre–emergent herbicide late 
Feb. early March.   
We will be preparing for some vegetation pruning along the northern end  
garden beds on both greens.  

Just returned from the Midweek Pennant Preliminary Finals, what great games by  

our Divvy 3 teams, all eight players contributed with some terrific bowling in gusty  

conditions.  A three shot win overall was enough to get over the line, fabulous effort  

everyone, especially against Orbost who are always tough competitors.  

Now this eight face a formidable Lakes Entrance next Tuesday at BBC, but are certainly 

on form and good enough to win the flag.  

Thank you to the many club members who supported our teams, it is encouraging to 

know the whole club is with you on every shot played and we will all be there Tuesday 19th to see our 

skips collect the 'FLAG' for 2018-19 season. GO GOLF!!!! 

Remember Tuesday 19th, 10am start for 21 ends of exciting bowling, BBC will have a sausage sizzle. 

The Opening Ceremony will commence at 9.00 a.m. sharp. 

Last Wednesday 13th your bowls committee and manager Jeff hosted a visit from Bowls Victoria  

Gippsland Representative Scot Nicholson to chat about all things bowls which affect our club.  

You will get a report on that meeting asap. 

Steve. 

Thanks to Craig, David and Brian the greens are rolling beautifully and are a pleasure to play on.  

Craig’s report outlines his work and program so I will not repeat it, but rest assured they do plenty of work 

when we are not around and that is why the greens are so good.  

Craig has also assured me no chemical used on the golf/bowls premises is toxic to people or animals, so 

that is reassuring for us all. 
 

The big dry is taking its toll on the north side gardens and many shrubs have given up and died, so David 

spent a day with the loader grubbing the dead ones out and generally tidying up the garden. They are also 

finding some roots from the larger shrubs are heading to the greens looking for water, the staff will also 

address this before it is too late. 
 

I am in the process of obtaining design and quotes for full length shades on the north side of the top green. 

We have lost the roof on rink 1 and a scoreboard has been torn off by the wind. The brief will be to ensure 

shades and scoreboards withstand our substantial winds.  

The plan is to have design and quotes in place prior to the next Vic Health round of grants. They have 

grants specifically for supply of new, replacement and installation.  

I appeal to everyone to watch the Vic Health web site and other government sites to look for grants when 

they are announced, if you see something let a committee member know and we will be ready to move on 

it. 
 

Thank you to John Crawford for readily stepping in while I have had a procedure and must take it easy for 

a couple of weeks {or possibly years}.   

Bob also maintains the lines and does a fantastic job, with a couple of willing helpers, thanks to all. 

Good bowling,  

Beggs’y 
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 MANAGER’S REPORT - FEBRUARY 2019 - Jeff Graham 

Hello Members, 

This month I have quite a few items to discuss which means I won’t have a specific managing the 

club section. The Strategic Plan release fills that void and when you consider it is the cornerstone 

of running any successful club in the modern environment it comfortably fills the space.  

I’ve mulled over the best way to approach discussing the plan for this month’s newsletter and can’t 

think of a better way than FAQs (frequently asked questions). 
   

What is a Strategic Plan for a Golf Club? 

First and foremost a definition and roadmap of success over a period of time.  

 In conventional business the aim is almost always to “make money”. Our Golf Club is a “Not for Profit” 

which means no individual (or others) benefits from the profit of the club (it doesn’t actually mean the club 

can’t “make a profit” but that’s another story). So, if making money isn’t the goal, something else must be. 

Other sporting clubs like football or cricket clubs are often Not for profit but they have seasons and ladders 

where it’s simple to define success even when it isn’t monetary. Golf Clubs are unique, they don’t have  

 seasons, they don’t really have a ladder (pennant excluded) its just week after week of regular club  

 competitions. That’s why a Golf Club needs a Strategic Plan more than most other organisations, success 

needs to be stated clearly and defined by input from the members, committees, staff and industry experts. 
 

It’s a transparent guide and reporting tool for the Committee. Ok, so the plan is completed, then what? 

Well it won't sit in the bottom draw of the filing cabinet that’s for sure. 

 It's released in full with supporting appendices to the members.  

 It's regularly referred to at COM meetings with COM members allocated areas and KPIs within the plan. 

Progress reports are submitted and discussed. 

 Members are not only aware of what the COM are working on, but they will receive regular updates on 

 the progress. 
 

So when is this Strategic Plan set for release?  We anticipate it will be in 6 weeks maximum and here’s why: 

       We have all the content we need and we have researched all associated costs. We are waiting on a full  

 report from and industry sub contractor which may hold the process up a touch but we are still confident of 

the above timescale. 

       COM have approved the final list of Key Performance Indicators. 

       GippSport are working on the final design 

       Along with myself, COM are working on the final literature (Foreword etc). 

       Everything else is complete! 
 

How will I know it’s released? It will be hard not to know, we will email members, leave notices around the club 

and most importantly conduct a member’s information night regarding the plan. 
 

Upcoming events 

Pie Night, Friday March 22nd 6:00pm. Continuing on from the highly successful Bistro and Theme Nights the 

Kitchen Com are planning a Pie Night like no other. House-made flaky puff pastry pies in deep, spring form 

pans with the tastiest fillings you can imagine. (Full Flyer attached) 

Team Golf Presentations. Its been a fun and successful season and by the time you read this the finals will be 

in full swing. The presentation night will be held Friday April 5th and registered Team Golf Players will 

attend FREE (drinks at bar prices) The flyer and booking forms will be out soon. 

Fashion Parade, Friday April 12th 6:00pm. The social committee have another event lined up, this time it’s a 

Fashion Parade and with Jo Mee and Steph Alchin in charge its bound to be a great night. To date we have 

four suppliers confirmed for the show, Sam’s Wardrobe, Lloyds Menswear, Taking Shape and the Golf 

Club Pro-Shop, we have  others in mind that will hopefully confirm shortly. This will be a fun night with 

music provided by Laurel Calvert and a FREE drink in the crazy cheap ticket price ($15)  

 (Full Flyer attached). 
 

Until next month, may the best of form find you and enjoy your company. 

Jeff Graham 
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This week we welcomed Scot Nicholson, who is  

the Bowls Australia Regional Bowls Manager for 

Eastern/Southern Melbourne and Gippsland, for a  

meeting with club members. 

Scot's role is to assist clubs in anyway possible with  

• increasing participation and membership 

• governance and business/strategic planning 

• assisting with funding and grant submissions 

• targeted programs for under-represented 

groups 

• information technology and volunteer  

 strategies 

• implementing whole-of-sport programs  

 delivered at club level 

• accurate recording of local membership and  

 participation data 

• and increasing the quantity and quality of  

 coaches and officials. 

 

 

The meeting was attended by our Bowls Club President Steve Beggs, Club Manager Jeff Graham,  

Vice-President Joy Ryan, Secretary Stella Ellis, Helen Everett, Wendy Haughton and Bev Yeates. 
 

There was not a strong emphasis on gaining members initially, but more focused on attracting  

people into the club to play bowls. A way to do this is to offer a 'product' different to other clubs.  

There are some Bowls Victoria/Bowls Australia programs which we will target in the coming  

season. 

Jeff spoke about the very successful Team Golf event currently being run by the club and maybe we 

could run events along a similar line. 

Jeff suggested a small sub-committee be formed, with his assistance, to get these programs off the 

ground. 

Everyone was very enthusiastic about the ideas, so watch this space! 
 

Scot mentioned the probability in the season after next that national championships would be  

consolidated into a single time frame and that it was very likely pennant would start later in the 

year, probably in November.  This was a positive as the weather and greens are better rather than 

late Sept./early October. 
 

The Committee, through Steve, is looking for some shade ideas for the northern end of the top 

green.   

Scot was also able to advise on grants and funding for similar projects. 
 

The meeting with Scot was very productive and there is no doubt clubs should utilise their Regional 

Managers. 

Thank you Scot! 

Allan Archibald Memorial Day 

2 - BOWL TRIPLES 
Sunday, March 24th. 2019 

10 A.M. START 
BYO Lunch - A plate of  afternoon tea would be welcomed. 

Our newer players are encouraged to join in.  Casual dress. 
Sponsored by Eric & Bev Yeates. 
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 BGC PRESIDENT’S  REPORT - FEBRUARY 2019 - Stephen Mann 

Changed phone numbers. 

Please note new numbers for Steve & Julie. 

Landline:  51 56 6187  

Mobile for Julie:  0490 482 645. 

Unfortunately, in February a long-time member of our club, Peter Couch passed 
away. Peter will be fondly remembered by many of you and I am sure you will all 
join in offering our sympathy to his family. 
 

CORPORATE CUP-2019 
 

On 15
th
 February 2019, we ran our fifth Corporate Cup which was generously  

supported by the following sponsors: - 
Dwyer's Motor Group, Dahlsens, Crowther & Sadler, Dennison Foods Manufacturing, 
King & Heath, Hi-Tek Kitchens, Pollard Accounting, Crowe Horwath, CM & HM Banks 
Constructions and Simic's Betta Homes. 
The following sponsors generously donated goods for the auction which followed the day: - 
Hi-Tek Kitchens, Total Tools and Dahlsens.  
We thank them sincerely for their generosity. 
Corner Amcal donated the player bags and Dennison Foods Manufacturing also donated food 
for the day. 
The day was very successful and raised approximately $5,000 towards Junior Golf and  
Membership growth. 
I wish to thank David Pollard, Wayne Thomas, Jeff Graham and our great club volunteers who 
all assisted in making this day a memorable one. 
We will complete a review of the day and determine if we should revert to our previous time of 
October-November rather than February. 
 

MEMBERSHIP AND INCREASING NUMBERS AT COMPETITIONS 
 

We are currently running a promotion offering 16 months membership from March 2019 to June 
2020 for new members for the price of a normal annual membership which applies to both Golf 
& Bowls. Please spread the word as the take up of this offer is very encouraging.  
We are steadily increasing our membership and hope to have increased numbers from around 
650 to 700 by the end of the financial year 
In January and February, it has been great to see our competition numbers increase significant-
ly on last year and we hope this trend continues for both Golf and Bowls. 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Your Committee of Management will have agreed to a three-year Strategic Plan for our club by 
the time this newsletter is published.  
Gippsport in Traralgon will assist finalising the plan which will then be presented to members 
together with the survey results. 
I thank Jeff Graham for the enormous amount of work he has undertaken to produce this plan 
and I am very encouraged by the draft results so far.  
 

STEPHEN MANN (President) 
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GREAT EXERCISE!   

GREAT ATMOSPHERE!   

GREAT FRIENDS! 

MIDWEEK PENNANT - FEBRUARY 2019 - Helen Everett 

MATCH COMMITTEE - FEBRUARY 2019 - Wendy Haughton 

What great supporters this club has!  

Was great to see so many at Paynesville cheering for our Div. 3 teams.  

Unfortunately we went down to Lakes but had a win against Orbost.   

Good luck next week against Lakes in the grand final at Bairnsdale.   

See you all there. 
 

Some dates to remember: 

2nd April finals Mixed Pairs. 

Club Pairs Championship Sunday 17th March.  

Allan Archibald 2-Bowl Triples Sunday 24th March. 

HINT….New comp. coming on Saturdays, watch this space! 

Wendy. 

 

After a disappointing game last Tuesday our Division 3 side won the Preliminary Final on 
Tuesday against Orbost.  The weather conditions were good at the beginning of the game 
but deteriorated when the wind made bowling very difficult. 
Both games were close and the result was decided on the last couple of ends which gave 
us a three shot win.  Well done to all players, a great effort from all of you. 
 

As always our Club members arrived in numbers to give support and encouragement to the players.  
I am so proud of our members who make the effort to do that, it is much appreciated by the players. 
Next Tuesday is the Grand Final and for those who are not aware, we play Lakes Entrance.  The venue is 
the Bairnsdale Bowls Club and the games start at 10am.  There will be a sausage sizzle available for 
those who suffer hunger pains. 
I have not, at this stage, organised for a practice on Monday at Bairnsdale but if both teams are availa-
ble it would be an advantage to play a short game against each other. 
I will be emailing the teams to all the players and emergencies on Thursday evening after the selectors 
have chosen the teams. 
Good bowling to all.  
Helen. 

PENNANT 2019 - 2020 
Yes it does seem like a long way away, and it is, but we have to have our  

proposed Pennant Sides into the Division by the end of this month (March). 

If you would like to play next season, please get your name on the sheets  

(both Midweek & Saturday) as soon as possible so we know exactly how 

many sides we can enter. 

A win to Division 3 next Tuesday will see that side promoted to Division 2 

where there will be a need for an extra four players. 

Please don't leave it to the club to have to ring and ask if you will  

be available. 
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Our Division 4A sides had 

a good year and deserved 

to have a better result at 

the end.   

Congratulations to Eric's 

team (Blue) which  

finished third on the 

'Skips' table, followed by 

Joy in fourth place and 

David Dennison (Blue) 

fifth. 

It may be easier to take 

the final step next season 

with two Division 4 sides, 

rather than three.   

It would be great to jump 

up into Division 3.   

A big thank you to the 

great supporters who 

made the effort to go and 

cheer on our side at 

Bruthen in the prelim.  

final. 
Back:  Marty Bugeja, Lynn Werner, Rose Watkins and Joy Ryan. 

Front:  David Formby, Angela Boyd, John Crawford and Heather Lindsay. 

JUDI SELECTED FOR GIPPSLAND SIDE  

TO TRAVEL TO MURRAY DOWNS 

The team to represent Gippsland in the Bowls Victoria State 

Sides Championship has been selected, and once again, Judi 

Hogan is in the side. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judi was in the East Gippsland side for the annual challenge 

against North Gippsland where the representative team was 

selected. 

The team comprises:   

Karen Chenney, Jo Martin, Judi Hogan, Judy Beesley, 

Robyn Kellow, Mary Wyndham-Smith, Nanette Hamilton 

and Val Hardy from East Gippsland along with Pam Carter, 

Jan Morton, Gail McKenzie and Marg Sceney from North. 

DEAN IN GIPPSLAND SIDE FOR  

 MEN'S REGION SIDES CHAMPIONSHIP 

 Dean Dwyer has been selected to play 

in the Gippsland side at Traralgon April 5, 6, 

& 7. 

The team comprises: 

John Lewis, Dean Dwyer, Geoff Woodward, 

Stephen Scrozynski, Brad Lancaster, Ivan 

Thompson and Anthony Edwards from East 

Gippsland. 

The North Gippsland players are Ian Johns, 

Nathan Stewart, Dennis O'Keefe, Matthew 

Higgins, Brendon Fleming, Rohan Kelly and 

Shane Higgins. 
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Our Club was very pleased to be able to host Pennant semi and preliminary finals this month.  The weather was perfect 

and the greens were top-notch thanks to Craig and our ground staff, along with those who worked hard preparing the 

surrounds .  A big thank you to all our volunteers who worked to cater afternoon teas, barbecues and drinks, along with 

our scoreboards attendants, umpires, and everyone else who contributed in any way.   

A big few days but good for the Club.  Thank you to the Division for selecting Bairnsdale Golf Bowls Club. 

Brad Lancaster skipping for Lakes Entrance played very well. 

Heather Cornwall bowling for Bruthen. 

Rhys Selleck from Bairnsdale was happy with the bowl from his skip. 

Colleen Such leading for Paynesville. John Donaldson from Bairnsdale. 
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Our Club is a special place for spectators. 

Ian Hamilton bowled well for Bairnsdale against Howitt Park. Bill Cornwall played for Bruthen. 
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The team was happy with the conversion shot from the Howitt Park 

skip, but it was followed by an equally impressive shot from Bairnsdale. 

Gerry Dwyer from Howitt Park. Top leader from Lakes Entrance, Eric Spence. 
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Vic Smythe from Howitt Park. Barry Roberts (L/ Ent.) and Col Smith (P'ville). Kevin Brown playing for Lakes Entrance. 

Another 'stick man', Ken Perkins. East Gippsland President John Lewis in action for Lakes Entrance. 

Umpire Don Cameron assisted by Stella Ellis with a long measure. John Hollingsworth doing the scores with Peter Fiske. 
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Newsletter compiled by Bev Yeates.   

Contact me at: eric.yeates@bigpond.com        

Please ‘Like’ us on Facebook. 

Can you find Wally?  Get your glasses out, he's in this edition somewhere. 

Bairnsdale Golf Bowls Club 

BAIRNSDALE GOLF CLUB INC. 

1090 Paynesville Road,  
Eagle Point.  3878 
P.O. Box 485, Bairnsdale.  3875 
A.B.N. 58 801938 139 

Clubhouse: 5156 6252   
Pro Shop: 5156 6847 
Email:  
club@bairnsdalegolf.com.au 
Website:  
www.bairnsdalegolf.com.au 

A few years ago I came across a book written by Phil Rowlands - 'Jack's High'.  It shares stories from 'Vernon' who, 
according to himself, is a top skip.  I contacted Phil and he was happy to give me permission to pass on some of his 

paragraphs.  His stories are quite funny, and as we have some newer players who may not have seen them, I 
thought I would pop a few in again occasionally. 

 

VERNON'S TOP TIP NO. 1 

Treat Your Rink Like Your Children 
As Skip the rest of your rink will inevitably look up to you as a kind of father figure.  

They will hold you in awe and treat you with a respect bordering on reverence.  

While they may not be the actual fruit of your loins they will need nurturing and  

guidance and should be regarded as your surrogate children for the duration of the 

game. 

Like all children they will need to be disciplined regularly although you can’t lock them 

in the basement and/or slap their legs, punishments particularly favoured by my father 

that, I hasten to add, never did me any harm.  

Obviously the slapping would be more effective if the recipient was wearing shorts and is an approach 

that, I am reliably informed, was once popular with Australian skips (probably still is). 
 

Violence as a form of discipline has been frowned upon in Wales for years thanks to the ‘politically correct 

brigade’ who are apparently on a mission to turn us all into ‘namby pambies’.  

Even the Good Book says, ‘Spare the rod and spoil the child’, and that’s God talking. 

Fortunately there are other ways of maintaining control over your charges which is the subject of my next 

Top Tip. 

So, the next time you stand on the mat six shots down pause and look across at their little faces filled with 

hope and expectation, bottom lips aquiver like kids on Christmas Eve praying they are not on Santa’s 

naughty list.  “Dad,” they seem to be saying, “we’re in deep sh..trouble dig us out please’.  

It would be a heartless Skip who failed to be moved by their silent pleas.  

I usually smile back and remind them gently, “It was you useless pillocks got us in this mess in the first 

place.” A salutary lesson indeed!  

mailto:eric.yeates@bigpond.com
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