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BAIRNSDALE GOLF-BOWLS CLUB NEWSLETTER - OCTOBER 2021 

This month we were pleased to welcome Howitt Park members back to our Club for a Pennant practice match.  
Although the result was not as we hoped, it was terrific to have a hit out before the start of the season.   

Most rinks were competitive so we look forward to some better results in the future. 
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BOWLS PRESIDENT'S REPORT - OCTOBER 2021 

Jill Dennison 

Well, it’s a funny sort of year, isn’t it?  Tradition has gone out the window! 

Here we are in mid November and we have had no Season Opening and no  

Casserole Tea night!  

In fact, we are now playing Pennant and taking bookings for a Christmas  

celebration. 
 

What we have to do now is take each week and day and put as much bowling in as possible, as 

you will note if you have had time to look in your program book. 
 

Pennant has begun as we expected.  We knew that the competition would be tough now that the 

teams are Open.  Some clubs have the advantage of large numbers of players from which to pick 

their teams. However, Bairnsdale Golf Bowls teams are talented, enthusiastic and optimistic.  

Wouldn’t you agree? 
 

Bowlslink insist that all playing members have shown proof of their double vaccination status  

before playing at other clubs.  Those not recorded are urged to see our Bowlslink facilitator, Jan 

Dodson. 

Any Pennant team that plays a non vaccinated player suffers a penalty. 
 

Planning Committee members are still investigating ways to increase participation in bowling  

activities.  We cannot blame COVID forever!   

Jack Attack will begin mid January if all goes to plan.  Advertising will begin soon. 
 

The Annual Golf Tournament begins in the last week in November.  As usual, ladies from golf 

and bowls club will provide some entertainment on Friday, 3rd and Saturday, 4th December.  

Bookings for tables and seats are being taken now by Tournament secretary.  See notice board in 

foyer for details. The Raffle secretary has asked for any suitable donations. See June Jackson or 

Judy Stewart. 
 

Christmas Party with a difference coming on Thursday, 16th December.  See Brochure in foyer for 

details and booking. Please note that money for lunch must be paid in advance to assist caterers. 
 

The Golf Club Annual General Meeting is on Thursday, 25th November at 6.30 pm. Please attend 

and show some interest and appreciation for the administrators of this fine club. 
 

Jill. 

  

BAIRNSDALE GOLF CLUB INC. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
At the Club House 

Thursday 25th. November 2021 at 6.30 p.m. 
 

National Roadmap Regulations at the date of the AGM will  
determine numbers allowed in the Club House. 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT - OCTOBER 2021 

Stephen Mann 

TREASURER’S REPORT - OCTOBER 2021    

David Pollard 

Hello to all members. 

October has thankfully welcomed back competitions for golf and bowls. 

Strangely we have recently updated the irrigation system followed up with record 
rains. I am sure drier weather will come and the irrigation system will be a great asset.  

In the meantime, Craig and his team are spending more time keeping the course free of water as 
possible and removing debris from the course. A big thank you to all of the volunteers who have 
assisted the course team recently. 

We have our Annual General meeting on 25th November 2021 at 6.30pm and I encourage you all 
to attend if possible. 

I trust all golfers will enjoy the upcoming Annual Tournament and bowlers will love being back to 
Bowls Pennant. 

Regards, 

STEPHEN MANN (President) 

Hello fellow members  
Our annual audit is done and dusted!  
We have received the Audited reports, I have completed my Treasurer’s  
report with both ready to be sent to the members ahead of the AGM on  
25 November.   
As I always say, if you have questions regarding the Financial reports, send them to  
david@pollardaccounting.com.au. If they are sent to the club, I cannot guarantee they will 
get to me to be answered. 
Any time you would like to chat about the figures, let me know. 
Bank Accounts – as of 9 November 2021 
• Trading Account         $223,430.18 Credit Funds 
• Holding Account         $  14,996.45 Credit Funds 
 The reporting period is 01.07.21 to 30.09.21 
 

 RESULTS V BUDGET 
Income is over by $44,800 (good) 
• Competition Fees, Green Fees and Bar operations are all down. This can be attributed    
      to various closures. 
• Sponsorship, Raffles etc & Pro Shop operations are all up. 
• The only other variance is the Grant’s received that we had not budgeted to receive. 
Expenses are under $21,300 (good) 
•   A significant variance here is the Competition prizes being down, due to these  
     restrictions again.  
Net Profit (Before Depreciation) is over $66,900 (good) 
As with last report, this a very good result.  

David 

mailto:david@pollardaccounting.com.au
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MEN'S BOWLS CO-ORDINATOR - OCTOBER 2021 

Roy Miller 

 

Hi everyone,  
Well it's been a long time in coming, but at last we seem to be getting back to 
some form of normality.   
Pennant is starting and we can get back to Club competitions, so when you see an 
entry form for Club events pinned to the notice board, don't be worried and think you haven't 
been playing long enough to enter the competition.  It's a great way to get experience, and  
everyone has a 'good day' sometime.   
Talking about good days, we invited Howitt Park to our Club for a Pennant practice game on the 
3rd November.  It was really great to have them back after being in lockdown for so long.  
If you remember they came playing at our Club while their green was being renovated.   
Well I think their green must be rolling really well now, and they have been having lots of  
practice, because they beat us on every rink on the day ! 
When you read this we will have played our first game of Pennant against Lakes Entrance at 
Lakes so I hope everyone had an enjoyable day ! Next week the 13th November our Div. 4 team 
has a return match with Howitt Park on their new green, which will be a good game. 
Well that's it from me for now and I hope everyone enjoys their season of Pennant and I'll see 
you when you're rolling on the green.  

Cheers, Roy. 

      

A game of bowls from 10 a.m - 11.30 a.m. 

followed by a Lunch in the shed. 

There will be an Attendance Sheet in the 

foyer, so please put your name down as soon 

as possible to assist with catering. 

Thursday, December 16
th. 
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LADIES' BOWLS CO-ORDINATOR - OCTOBER  2021 

Helen Everett 

Due to the many delays to the start of our Bowls Season many changes have been made to 

the Club Calendar, Saturday and Mid Week Pennant draws and all State Events.  Note the 

closing dates for the State Events is usually about a week prior to the event. 

On the notice board in the Foyer I have pinned all the relevant information you need to  

update all the changes regarding the above into your Club diaries so that you know what is going on. 
 

On November 25th at 1.30pm we are expecting a visit from Bowls Victoria Regional Bowls Manager 

Warren Griffin.   It would be great if as many members as possible attend.  He has been very helpful to 

our Club Committee when we approached him regarding new ideas to improve membership. 
 

Our Club social day competitions will start this week with Monday Triples and Thursday skins.  Green 

Fees are $7 as per last season and please pay at the spike bar.  Don’t forget to log in with the QR code. 
 

PENNANT NEWS 

The Pennant practice against Howitt Park last week was worthwhile and gave our new players a taste of 

what’s to come.  Howitt Park won all rinks but it was a good challenge for us and many results were 

close. 

Saturday Pennant Division 2 and 4 played at Lakes Entrance last Saturday.  It is often a challenge when 

we play there and it was again.  We faced some very good opposition and although we tried hard, no rink 

was successful.  Hopefully things will be different when we play on our own turf! 
 

On Tuesday Mid Week Pennant starts with Division 2 playing at Lakes Entrance and Division 4 at Howitt 

Park. We wish all Divisions good bowling. 

As always on the first day of Pennant all bowls are inspected by the duty umpire to make sure the stickers 

are in good condition and do not cover the Bowls Australia stamp or the serial number.  The small ring 

can be used so long as it does not cover the stamp or serial number, otherwise the 'dot' inside the small 

ring on the sticker set can be used to cover the bowl emblem.  See Rule 52.1.8.2 to 52.1.8.4 on page 74 of 

the Laws of the Sport of Bowls book (page 40 Version 3.2). 
 

REMINDERS 

All members, when playing Pennant or special events, please turn off mobile phones or Apple watches 

before the game.  If an important message is expected inform the umpire of the game for permission. 

ALL PENNANT PLAYERS please, if you are unavailable to play on any Tuesday or Saturday mark a 

cross on the list on the notice board in the foyer. 
 

That’s all from me, 
 

Helen 

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING  PROGRAMME CHANGES AND AMEND YOUR DIARIES 

Club Men’s & Ladies’ Drawn Triples  November 19th.  

Club Men’s & Ladies’ Novice Singles December 10th. 

Club Ladies’ Invitation Day January 14th. 

RSL Challenge January 20th. 

Club Men’s & Ladies’ Minor Singles January 21st. & 28th. 

Club Men’s & Ladies’ Championship Singles February 4th. & 11th. 

Club Men’s & Ladies Championship Pairs February 18th. & 25th. 

Club Mixed Fours March 4th. & 18th. 

Club  Men’s & Ladies’ 100 Up March 22nd. & 25th. 

Club Men’s & Ladies’  Championship Fours March 29th. & April 1st. 

Club Men’s & Ladies’ 21 Up April 5th. & 12th. 

Club Mixed Pairs April 9th. & 10th. 

April 19th. Reserve day to complete any unfinished Club events 

Bowls Annual General Meeting 11am May 1st. 
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CLUB DRAWN TRIPLES 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19th. 

10 a.m. start. 

3 Games x 10 ends 
 

To run this event, the Match Committees 

need multiples of six players.  Please put 

your name up to help make this event 

worthwhile (particularly for event trophy 

donors). 

  

 It would be great if we could get even 18 men and 18 ladies 

to play. 

BOWLING GREENS - OCTOBER 2021 
Craig Rimington Course Superintendent 

GREENS DIRECTOR - OCTOBER 2021  
Steve Beggs 

Henselite Lawn Bowls  
Dreamline XG  Size 2  

For sale at the bargain  
price of $250.   

In good condition.  
Contact Rose Watkins  

on 5153 0014 or 0427 577 508. 

The greens are in terrific condition considering the significant amount of rain in  
recent times, both are draining really well and have no issues.  
Although the storm water run-off from the Clubhouse is making it very wet  
underfoot around the shed and seepage through the concrete wall on the top 
green is quite a hazard, please take extreme care when walking around in these very wet  
conditions, we do not want anyone to slip or fall due to the rain.  
The concrete floor in the shed can be very slippery when wet so please be careful. 
 

Thank you to Frank for assisting with replacing the shades on the bottom green, so lets hope we 
get some sunshine so we can use them. 
 

Mats and jacks are now in the bowls shed for the top green and the machinery shed on the 
bottom green, most members know the access to the top shed to have a practice roll up. These 
will no longer be available to all as people are required to register and check in at the pro shop. 
 

Good bowling,  

Beggs'y   
Greens Director 

Both Bowls greens have been liquid fertilized and received multiple 
fungicide applications. Both greens have been rolling very well around 
13 - 14sec when prepared for play, grooming will increase in following 
weeks in conjunction with Club events and Pennant. 
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This is where he was last month.  

GREAT EXERCISE!   

GREAT ATMOSPHERE!   

GREAT FRIENDS! 

Can you find Wally? 
He is in this edition  

somewhere. 
Some more 'Words of Wisdom'  

from the greens 
 

"Yes of course you can drink during the 
games." 

 

"The last time someone took that much 
grass he was at a Bob Marley concert." 

 

"Apart from being short and skinny it was 
perfect." 

 

"That was a Leyland bowl - travel all over 
the countryside." 

 

"Line, length and luck and you had none of 
them." 

 

"Great bowl, bad luck!" 
 

"Your lead is so bad he is better off  
standing on the jack and rolling the mat." 

 

"Let other people tell you how good you 
played." 

 

"You see those two bowls there, hit the 
middle one!" 

 

"I'm afraid your ambition exceeds your 
ability." 

 

A team dropped an eight in Pennant.   
Lead said, "Not sure how that happened 

we were only two down when I  
finished." 

1979-1980 Parody Lawn Bowls Clip | The Paul Hogan Show #Shorts #Comedy - YouTube  

If you would like a laugh from the old  

Paul Hogan Show, have a look with this link. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRMubOrcAPQ
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TREAT YOUR RINK LIKE YOUR CHILDREN 
 

As Skip the rest of your rink will inevitably look up to you as a kind of father figure.  
They will hold you in awe and treat you with a respect bordering on reverence.  
While they may not be the actual fruit of your loins they will need nurturing and guidance and should be 
regarded as your surrogate children for the duration of the game. 
 

Like all children they will need to be disciplined regularly although you can’t lock them in the basement 
and/or slap their legs, punishments particularly favoured by my father that, I hasten to add, never did me 
any harm.  
 

Violence as a form of discipline has been frowned upon for years thanks to the ‘politically correct brigade’ 
who are apparently on a mission to turn us all into ‘namby pambies’.  
Even the Good Book says, ‘Spare the rod and spoil the child’, and that’s God talking. 
 

So, the next time you stand on the mat six shots down pause and look across at their little faces filled 
with hope and expectation, bottom lips aquiver like kids on Christmas Eve praying they are not on  
Santa’s naughty list.  
“Dad,” they seem to be saying, “we’re in deep sh….trouble, dig us out please’.  
It would be a heartless Skip who failed to be moved by their silent pleas.  
I usually smile back and remind them gently, “It was you useless pillocks got us in this mess in the first 
place.”  A salutary lesson indeed!  

TWO CHANCES BEFORE ANY PENALTY APPLIES …. 

A game of Pairs, last end.  Team A is holding two shots. 
Skip knows he has the back covered so, knowing his opponent will drive at the head, decides to put in a block bowl.  
He delivers the bowl and chases it part way down the rink, then turns and walks back to the mat. 
Skip B says, "Hey, that's a breach of Rink Possession - you should be behind the jack or mat, not walking down the 
green!" 
Skip A replies, "Well, call the Umpire then.  He can warn me if he likes, but that was my last bowl anyway!" 
Skip B puts his bowl on the mat, walks up to the head to assess his position, needs to get shot to win the game. 
He comes back, picks up his bowl, steps onto the mat, takes a full step to the right and delivers a thunderbolt. 
It misses the block and kills the end.  When the jack is re-spotted he has shot and wins the game. 
Skip A immediately screams, "Foot-fault!!" 
Skip B replies, "Well call the Umpire then - there's nothing he can do and it was my last bowl anyway!" 
This is the good bit - Skip A and Skip B are the appointed Umpires for the day! 
What are they going to do, protest, and rub each other out?? 
So they laughed it off and went in for a beer, but it really shows you what can happen when, no matter what you do, 
you will always get two chances before any penalty will apply. 
Why two chances? 
First is the actual 'offence', then Umpire is called and issues a warning.  After that the bowl can be stopped and  
declared dead. 
You could say the 'Deliberate Non-Sporting Action' rule could come into play, but this is doubtful as there are  
specific rules covering Possession of the Rink and Foot-faulting. 
 
13 Possession of the rink 
13.1   Possession of the rink will belong to the player or team whose bowl is being played. 
13.2   As soon as each bowl comes to rest, possession of the rink will transfer to the opposing player or team after allowing time 
for marking a toucher as soon as it comes to rest. 
13.3   If the Umpire, either by their own observation or on appeal by one of the skips or opponents in Singles, decided that the 
players in possession of the rink are being interfered with, annoyed or distracted in any way by their opponents, 
         13.3.1 the first time this happens the Umpire must: 
                     13.1.1 warn the offending player, while the skip is present, and 
                     13.1.2 tell the coach, if they are present, that the player has received a warning. 
          13.3.2 on each occasion after this, the Umpire must have the bowl last player by the offending player or team            
                     declared dead. 
Law 8 Foot-faulting 
8.1   If the Umpire, either by their own observation or on appeal by one of the skips or opponents in Singles, decides that a  
        player has not met the terms of law 7, the Umpire must, on the first occasion, warn the player in the presence of the skip   
        and advise the coach when they are present that a warning has been given. 
8.2   On each occasion after this, the Umpire must have the player's bowl stopped and declared dead. 



 

10 

 Board summary 

The Gippsland Region Board met on Monday 1 November 2021 at the Paynesville Bowling Club.   

The following is a summary of matters discussed and decisions made. 
 

COVID vaccination 

The Board noted that clubs had responded well to certifying their members' double vaccination status 

on BowlsLink.  It reminds clubs they still need to confirm to the Region the vaccination status of            

                      players selected for pennant.  Penalties will apply to any club which plays an ineligible bowler. 
 

State events / Player of the Year 

The Board set the entry fee for 2021/22 State events at $5 per player per event.  There will be no green fees.   

Prize money will be $50 for winners and $25 for runners-up. 

The first State events will be the Men's and Ladies' 60+ Singles to be played at Sale and Orbost respectively on 7 

and 14 November.  At closing, 26 men and 11 women have entered from both north and east playing areas. 

The Board endorsed Jan Morton's proposal to establish a male and female Player of the Year award.  The awards 

will go to those who have earned the most points in Region and State events (excluding Novice, 60+ Singles and 

60+ Pairs) - Singles, Pairs, Mixed Pairs, Triples, Fours, Champion of Champions.   

Points will be awarded as follows: 

• winners, 3 points 

• runners up, 2 points 

• losing semi finalists, 1 point. 

Jan will donate the Player of the Year medallions for the next five years. 
 

Pennant 

Greens inspection 

The Board reminds clubs that their greens need to be inspected before the start of the season on Saturday.   

Those which need a level 2 inspection following infrastructure works should contact Bowls Victoria. 

Practice 

The Board endorsed the inclusion of a new rule in the Conditions of Play that permits pre-game practice on any 

rink.  The rule is based on one that applies in metro pennant, amended for the Region.  It will be distributed to clubs 

this week. 
 

Capitation fees 

The Board will not charge capitation fees in 2021/22. 

Branding 

The Board: 

• approved the Region shirt design 

• signed off the revised design for the pennant and Region flags 

• agreed to commission a media wall featuring the logo as a backdrop for photographs at State and Region 

events 

• asked for a revised design for an all-purpose pull-up banner, to include the Gecko motif 

• endorsed a tear drop to promote the Gippsland Geckos. 

Images of the new shirt and flags will be distributed in due course. 
 

Junior development 

The Board noted that work has begun on the marketing plan for the Region's junior development program.  The 

starting point will be information sessions for club presidents and coached to be held on 15 and 16 November at 

Sale and Howitt Park respectively.  Other elements are: 

• an ambassador for the Gippsland Geckos, the junior development squad (Barry Lester to be approached) 

• a program launch in December 

• a pack for program participants (cap, Geckos bumper sticker) 

• Come and Try Days in January 

• articles for local media - radio, newspapers 
 

Region hoodies 

The Board noted that many payments for Region hoodies/jackets were outstanding at the 31 October closing date.  

The order will be submitted when all payments have been received. 
 

Next meeting 

Monday 6 December at Sale Bowls Club at 10a.m. 
 

Bronwyn Thwaites 

Region Secretary 
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W hilst we can always be proud of our greens, the amount of labour-intensive maintenance can be 

considerable. In December 2005 work was done on the Ern & Gloria Harrap Green to replace the 

top with tiftdwarf grass. The cuttings came from the Bairnsdale Bowls Club, and preparation of the  

surface involved a lot of work by all concerned. 

The success of the new top was soon evident and in 2007 the decision was made to re-surface the  

A. S. Archibald Green. Although the Committee of Management was supportive, it was decided that it 

would be an activity to be funded by the Bowls Section.  

Letters were sent to all Bowls Members outlining the plan for them to finance the new green at the rate of 

$50 per square metre over 2000 square metres.  

The $10,000 required was raised quickly, enabling the work to be commenced at the optimum time.  

The funds were put into a special account, operated by the Club, dedicated to the reconstruction work.  

The new surfaces are less water and maintenance-dependent and run at a speed conducive to good  

bowling. 
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 Do You Know The Laws Of The Game? 

Please ‘Like’ us on Facebook. 

Newsletter compiled by Bev Yeates.   
Contact me at:  

eric.yeates@bigpond.com        

 

DO YOU UNDERSTAND LAW 13 POSSESSION OF THE RINK? 

Possession of the rink will belong to the player or team whose bowl is being 

played.  As soon as each bowl comes to rest, possession of the rink will 

transfer to the opposing player or team after allowing time for marking a 

toucher as soon as it comes to rest. 
 

CAN YOU STAND ON THE GREEN AT THE HEAD-END  

WHILST THE SKIPS BOWL? 

Yes. 
12 Position of players 

 12.1 In relation to the rink of play 

  12.1.1  Players at the mat-end of the rink who are not delivering a bowl  

       must stand at least 1 metre behind the mat. 

  12.1.2  Players at the head-end of the rink and who are not controlling play  

       must stand: 

     12.1.2.1 behind the jack if they are members of the team which is in  

                   possession of the rink; 

     12.1.2.2 behind the jack and away from the head if they are members of   

                                 the team which is not in possession of the rink; 

     12.1.2.3 on the surrounds of the green if the jack is in the ditch; or 

     12.1.2.4 well clear of the head if it is not possible to stand on the  

                                  surrounds. 

12.1.3  As soon as a bowl is delivered, a player who is controlling play from a position 

that is either level with or in front of the jack, must take their position as described in 

law 12.1.2. 

12.1.4  If a player does not meet the terms of this law, law 13 will apply.  

If you stand on the green, make sure you are  
behind the furthest back bowl, and do not move  

or distract either of the skips  
(especially your own).   

Be aware of play if the skip decides to play a 
weighted shot.   

You may want to be on the bank when that  
happens! 

mailto:eric.yeates@bigpond.com

