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BAIRNSDALE GOLF-BOWLS CLUB NEWSLETTER - MAY 2020 

This month our Club was  

fortunate to be awarded a Vic 

Health State Government 

Grant enabling us to purchase 

nine sets of new bowls. 
 

Tim Bull MP for Gippsland,  

attended the Club to share the  

good news with our Manager  

Jeff Graham, and Bev Yeates 

(representing the Bowls  

section). 
 

The new bowls will be Aero's 

and should be at the Club in 

the next couple of weeks. 

John Woodhouse taking the opportunity of a practice with a 

bit of sun on his back! 

Sandra Woodhouse and Paul Sampson observing the  

social distancing during their practice. 
Marty and Glynis Bugeja enjoying a roll-up before the  

wintery weather sets in. 

Social Bowls starts back on our greens this 

coming week with 'Skins' on Thursdays and 

2x4x2 Pairs on Mondays.  After such a long 

break everyone should come back fresh and 

rejuvenated ready for a nice chilly winter 

season. 

It will be good to see everyone once again 

on the greens but, of course, there are still 

some limitations applying.  Check the  

details in our President Joy's report. 
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MANAGER'S REPORT MAY 2020   
Jeff Graham 

Hello Members, 
It’s been  fantastic to see all the golfers and bowlers back enjoying the sports they love 
(and hate).  Smiling faces and chatty conversation has been very much missed 
around the club in recent months and it’s tremendous to have everyone back. Mind 
you, some of the scores have been entertaining and hard to comprehend. Whilst there's a fair   
excuse for the poor form, it lays to rest the debate that golfers are similar to thoroughbreds and  
better off after a period in the paddock!  
There's quite a bit to get through this month, my apologies to Bev Yeates who has to squeeze my 
report into her pro forma, usually as a late entry...:-)   
 

Director of Golf role update. 
As of July 1st, the club will commence full operation of the Golf Shop which was initially slated to  
include a Director of Golf (The term used for an employed Head Professional). Due to the COVID-19 
impact, the club withdrew the advertised role at the point of shortlisting candidates and resolved to 
pause for consideration. Since this decision, a great deal of thought and discussion has transpired 
with an arrival at a temporary solution to provide members with quality professional services. 
The following is a brief summary of how it will function:     
Counter service: The Pro-Shop counter will be staffed by a mix of newly employed casual staff, 
Dom Bennett and myself. Back-up and occasional shifts will be provided by the office staff.  
The new service office between the bar and pro-shop counter will make the task of combining  
existing roles with counter service possible and effective.  
 Professional service and advice including equipment sales, fittings and club repairs will be 
 handled by me.   
 Coaching: This has proven to be the most difficult service to provide under the temporary  
 arrangement.  
 We have approached several local PGA Professionals with the aim of using two or three  
 coaches to cover the usual availability of one. Matt Portelli who is based in Longford will be 
 travelling to Bairnsdale on a semi regular weekend basis. Initially Matt intends to coach at the 
 club every fortnight to three weeks on a Saturday morning.  
 Matt has a tremendous reputation and previously worked at the Sale Golf Club and currently 
 coaches at the Maffra Golf club. 
 We have also approached David Claridge. David is committed to Riviera Golf until the end of  
 September but has indicated he would be available for midweek coaching at the Bairnsdale 
 Golf club from October onwards. 
 Although I am a qualified golf coach, I simply won’t have the availability to provide a consistent  
 service and will only coach as an absolute last resort.  
 Last resort meaning “I'm approaching a nervous breakdown and about to give the game away”. 
 More information on booking lessons with Matt or David will be conveyed shortly. 
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 MANAGER’S REPORT - (cont.) 

Club Management: With my increased involvement in the pro-shop operations, Stephen Mann  
will take a more hands on role of managing the club. Essentially the role of General Manager will  
be performed by both Stephen and I with a common sense approach to task designation and  
workloads. 
These temporary approaches will save the club a considerable amount of money whilst we absorb 
and monitor the financial impact from the pandemic. The most obvious question is how long will this 
temporary measure be in place? Well that depends less on time and more on volume. The club's 
ability to afford a Director of Golf is centred around our profitability and specifically the number of 
members, green fee players and sponsorship we can maintain. 
We have several primary points of measurement, membership renewals which are finalised in  
October and the membership, sponsorship and green fee growth period of November to February.  
If the world bounces back to something close to normal and the club can maintain or increase (not 
decrease) its numbers, then it is very likely we will re-engage the Director of Golf appointment  
process from March 2021 onward. 
 

Junior coaching program volunteers. 
One of the areas the club could use volunteer assistance is with the Junior Program. Traditionally 
conducted on Saturday mornings (this could be moved to suit volunteers) during school terms,  
the classes run for approximately 60-90 minutes and have produced some very good young golfers. 
The immediate plan to continue the program consists of a professionally produced format delivered 
by skilled club volunteers. The qualities we are looking for in a volunteer include an A Grade  
handicap (male and/or female), a willingness to undertake the required certifications (such as a 
working with children check) and regular availability. Ideally, if we could attract three or four  
volunteers, we could rotate the workload whilst ensuring a consistent and quality program is  
delivered.  If you would like to assist, please give me a call or pop into the office. 
 

Clubhouse re-opening and the new food service. 
As previously corresponded, the clubhouse and bar remain closed based on the volume of  
restrictions which apply to the service of alcohol and mandatory service of meals. 
Behind the scenes we have been working with qualified hospitality staff to assist with the  
commencement of a limited food service which will enable members to come in after their game for 
refreshments. The drafted scheme will require members to pre-order their meals from a menu before 
they start and then returning to the clubhouse after their game to enjoy the meal with a few drinks. 
Depending on the next easing of restrictions detail, it's more than likely a slightly modified end of 
competition presentations will be possible which will add to the feeling of normality. We are planning 
to commence the service directly after the next State Government COVID-19 restrictions review,  
this was planned for late June, but after the recent protests and subsequent ripples....this could be 
delayed. 
Until next month. 
Regards Jeff Graham 
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 PRESIDENT’S REPORT -  MAY 2020  
Stephen Mann 

VALE   
Regretfully, I wish to advise that the following members have passed away recently. 
Mick Blackwood and David De Moel (Bowls members) and also Craig Seignior as 
past golf member. On behalf of all members, I offer our deepest sympathy to their 
family and friends. 
 

GRANTS 
I am extremely pleased to advise all members that we have received the following grants. 
Bowls Grant 
We have received a $3,000 grant from Vic Health Active Grant for us to purchase 10 sets of bowls 
for the Jack Attack program. 
Irrigation Grant 
We have been advised officially today that we have received a grant from the Federal Better Building 
Regions Fund (BBRF) for $ 146,215 for our irrigation upgrade. The total cost of the project is  
estimated to be $302,430 exc GST. 
The grant has only been received due to the great work of our consultant, Red Tape Busters and  
the huge amount of work undertaken by our Manager (Jeff Graham) in preparing the information  
required. Jeff worked tirelessly for 4 solid weeks, night and day preparing the required information 
and as a result, we achieved assistance and support from Darren Chester, Tim Bull, Regional  
Development Australia, East Gippsland Shire Council, Visit Victoria, Golf Australia and others.  
This project has been included in our 3-year Strategic Plan and your Committee of Management now 
has the task of determining ways of funding the balance from internal and external sources. 
The irrigation works will further improve our golfing facilities significantly. 
Members will be updated on the timetable of the works in due course. 
 

FARWELL TO WAYNE & LENA 
On 30TH June 2020, the contract between Bairnsdale Golf Club and Wayne Thomas as our Golf  
Professional expires and the club will run the Pro-Shop from July 2020.   
Wayne’s coaching skills have greatly improved many members game over his 10-year period with 
our club.  
His junior program has been well supported and has produced young golfers such as Mitch Anketell, 
Daniel Defelice, Jesse Turner, Noah Paterson and many more.  
Wayne has also been an important cog in the success of our Annual Pro-Am Tournament.   
Lena’s smiling face will be sadly missed in the Pro-Shop.   
On behalf of Committee of Management, staff and all members I wish them well in their planned  
adventures sailing their boat up north and around Malaysia (Assuming COVID-19 allows them to 
travel).  We look forward to catching up when they return. 
Thank you both for the great support you have provided to me during my time as President. 
 

CLUB OPENED AGAIN 
It is great to see our golf course opened up for members again. Record numbers of golf round have 
been played in the past few weeks and we hope to be opening the clubhouse to members in the 
coming weeks, albeit with some restrictions for members. Jeff Graham will update members on via 
email shortly. 
                                                                                                                  (cont. over) 
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Lemons in bowls - LACHLAN TIGHE 
I came across an acronym for the word ‘lemon’ in a similar sport context and I try and  

translate it for bowls. To enjoy the juice from a lemon we need to slice it open then 

squeeze it to reap the benefit.  

Bowls team members are all lemons.  

We need to squeeze each and every one of them to achieve these:  

   leadership being shared and valued  

   each team member to embrace their role, to take on their amount of shared  

      responsibility in the position they perform within the team  

  measure and monitor; both the progress and performance be it toward overall goals,  

     competition performance, training performance  

  oneness of we players, the coaches, the values, the commitment, the ultimate goal  

nurture and nourish fellow teammates, always; no one, not one of us is as important as  

     all of us.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT -  MAY 2020  (cont.) 

CLUBHOUSE WORKS 
While our club has been closed recently there has been significant works completed in the club-
house renovating the bar and updating the spike bar to accommodate for the new pro-shop works. 
Our sincere thanks go to the following who have assisted and resulted in huge savings to our club, 
• Jeff Graham and Dom Bennett for their great work on both projects 
• David Turner and Terry Hughes for carpentry and plastering works 
• John McAuley who has completed the electrical works 
• Wayne Reddeway who has used his painting skills 
• Mick Elliot for installing the new roller door shutters plus other works 
• Jeff Lawson for assisting David Turner in carpentry works 
You are all a credit to your club and I am sure all members will join me in thanking you for your 
great work. 
I also wish to thank Darren Chester who has assisted in obtaining a grant which has helped reduce 
the cost of the above works. 
 

GOING FORWARD 
While it has been very difficult to have our club closed, we are now on the way back and provide we 
all continue to follow the COVID-19 restrictions and trust we do not have any outbreaks of the virus 
in our area, e should be able to enjoy one another’s company for food and drink after a golf and 
bowls. 
It is also terrific to hear that our bowlers will resume limited competition in the near future. 
I wish to thank all of the members who have been so understanding to our Committee of Manage-
ment during this difficult period.  
Thank you all for your terrific support. 
 

STEPHEN MANN (President) 
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 BOWLS PRESIDENT’S  REPORT MAY 2020  
Joy Ryan 

We have all been experiencing difficult times but with restrictions slowly easing we can 

hope to be back to some normality and start bowling again. 

I trust everyone has kept safe and happy over the past weeks. 

The Club has been observing all the guidelines given to us by Bowls Vic. and Bowls Aust. 

These restrictions resulted in only a limited number of bowlers on each green and this was 

for roll-ups only. 

We have had to record all players hence our booking sheet which has worked well. 

We are now permitted to play Club games with a limited number of players.   

Unfortunately, we are not permitted to play Club events such as 100 Up.  However, this may change at a 

later date. 

On a sad note, we lost our friends and fellow bowlers, Mick Blackwood and David De Moel. 

Mick was a great member of our Club for many years.  He was always ready to give a helping hand and 

was a true gentleman. 

Our condolences go to his beloved June.  I plan to hold a memorial afternoon tea in his honour when  

restrictions are lifted. 

David came to us from Paynesville and quickly made friends at Golf.  He will be remembered by his 

catch cry, "I'm back!". 

It is with regret that I advise Linda Herbert has resigned from our Club due to ill health.  She did a great 

job, firstly as our raffle lady and last year our caterer.  We wish her well. 

Our AGM is on hold for the moment until such time restrictions allow us to hold a meeting. 

In the interim, all Committee members will stand until a new election can take place. 

CONDITIONS OF PLAY FOR MONDAY AND THURSDAY BOWLS 
Players to arrive no earlier than 10 minutes before the start of play. 

Bowlers must vacate the Club as soon as their game is over. 

Green fees are preferred by EFTPOS.  Facilities will be available, however cash will be accepted. 

The Clubhouse will be open for toilet facilities only. 

BYO drinking water as water fountains are not in use. 

Presentations will be awarded the following week by way of vouchers redeemable for cash in the Office.  

Winners will be notified. 

Please use hand sanitisers provided before and after your game. 

MONDAY BOWLS 

At a Match Committee meeting on Monday, the following changes were made for Monday bowls. 

As mentioned in the Conditions of Play, all Covid19 regulations apply to Monday as well. 

Games will start on Monday June 15th. at 12.30 p.m. and will be played using the 2x4x2 format. 

The game will be 16 completed ends.  Entry fee is $6.00 and there will be a prize for winners and runners-

up.  Because players must leave the Club immediately after their game, prize winners will be contacted 

and given a Club voucher to be presented to Office staff. 

To enter please ring Joe Bugeja on 0438 345 842 no later than 10.00 a.m. on the day of play. 

THURSDAY BOWLS 

Starting Thursday June 18th. at 12.30 p.m.  Skins format, one game of 15 ends.  Green fees $6.00.   

Entries to be taken by phone only.  Names to be registered with Joy Ryan on 0438 171 121 no later than 

10.30 a.m. on the day of play. 
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GREENS DIRECTOR  
Steve Beggs 

BOWLING GREENS  
Craig Rimington Course Superintendent 

With the Club receiving a Grant to purchase new bowls, 

we are asking for anyone who has previously donated 

bowls to come and collect them. 

You may even want them back for sentimental reasons.   

On the other hand, if you would like some of the  

unwanted bowls, arrange to pick them up and they are 

yours.We have been very grateful to anyone who gave 

us bowls over the years, but now with the new up-dated 

models they have become a bit redundant. 

Please contact Joy, Steve or JB to arrange pick-up. 

BACK TO BOWLS NEXT WEEK, HOORAY!!!  Well sort of!  Limited to 20 people per green 

so Match Committee will require co-operation from everyone.  But at last we can have 

a roll together. 

The greens have been maintained as usual by Craig, David and Brian and are still  

rolling very well, but waiting on rain to assist with spraying for moss and small weeds 

which pop up in colder weather.  
 

The greens have been rolled a couple of times a week by David, John, Don and myself.  They just 

need some foot traffic and more rolling to get them a little quicker, but cold damp air slows bowls 

down regardless of the surface so bring on summer. 
 

Greens staff have removed all 14 rink numbers from north/south due to excessive wear on rinks 2 

and 3.  This time of the year there is very little growth to repair the wear, so to aid recovery for  

Pennant and future events, all play is to be east west on the middle rinks 3 to 6 on the top and 10 

to 13 on the bottom green.  This eliminates foot traffic on areas where all the wear is evident.   

Your co-operation is required and appreciated. 
 

See you on the green, Beggs'y. 

Both Bowls greens are in great condition.   
We continue our monthly fertilizer applications and monitor greens for 

weed and Moss controls.  
PLEASE NOTE:   

All Winter Bowls is to be played East – West on both greens.  
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VALE - MICK BLACKWOOD 

All Club members were very sad to hear of the passing of our wonderful friend Mick. 

Mick was a very active Club member right from when he, and June, joined our Club in the 

mid 1990's.   

At that time, we were in the process of putting in the Ern & Gloria Harrap Green.   

Mick did a lot of work around the green and was also responsible for the concreting work 

constructing the steps at the northern end.  

He was fantastic with any work using his hands (and mind) as became evident with a lot 

more manual labour over the years.  Mick was always one of the first to put his hand up to  

do the barbeques at our special events. 

2013 Presentation night with 
Bowls Pres. Geoff Lind. 

2013 Pennant Semi-finals Mick was 
cooking with Roy Miller. 

2014 and Mick is, once 
again, at a working bee. 

2015 Men's Fours Champion with Alan Carswell, Basil Prowse  
and John Godwin. 

2015 and Mick is runner-up to John Godwin in the 
Men's Club Singles Championship.  

2016 Christmas Break-up with June, Santa 
Steve Watkins and helper Rose Watkins. 

2017 and June and Mick travelled with their mates to 
support the Tambo Valley Tournament. 

2019 Australia Day and Mick 
has the bowling arm swinging. 

Another day on the barbie and  
he has earned a coldie. 

Mick was also a very accomplished bowler winning many Club events. 

He was an extremely kind man, full of fun, and always had a very positive attitude. 

We all send our sincerest condolences to June and her family.  

We will all remember Mick with much fondness for a very long time. 
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VALE - DAVID DE MOEL 
We extend our sincerest sympathy to the family of David De Moel following his passing. 

David was a fun member of our Club, previously coming from Paynesville.   

He really enjoyed being part of Bairnsdale Golf and had some bowling success as well.  

David, along with John Crawford, were our Men's Club Pairs Champions in 2018  

following on from winning the Men's Drawn Triples with Eric Yeates and David  

Formby.  He was also runner-up to Dean Dwyer in the 2018 Men's 100 Up event. 

He has not had the best of health over recent times and we will certainly miss him around 

the Club. 

VALE - MURRAY HULL 
Those of us who remember our past member Murray, will recall a real gentleman.   

That is a word said of many people, but with Murray it was so very true. 

He and his wife Noni were fantastic and generous people to have around our Club but  

unfortunately for us, they moved away from this area many years ago. 

Murray was 94 years of age and passed away in May. 

We extend our condolences to Club member and son Clive, daughter-in-law Libby and all 

their family. 

EAST GIPPSLAND BOWLS DIVISION 

DELEGATE'S MEETING 
JUNE 29TH. 2020 

Please let Angela Boyd your opinion on these EGBD agenda items so that she can vote  

according to your wishes at the Delegates meeting at the end of June. 

BAIRNSDALE 

RE: Pennant Rules 2020/2021 Season. 

The Bairnsdale Bowls Club request that the below motions are placed on the Business Agenda for the  

upcoming AGM of the EGBD.  The Club also requests that these motions are brought to the notice of the 

2020/2021 EGBD Board and the EGBD Competitions Committee. 

Motion (1) - Rules of Pennant (Midweek and Saturday) - A Club shall have no more than two (2) Teams in a 

Division at one time during a Pennant Season. 

Motion (2) - Rules of Pennant (Saturday) - 1st and 2nd Divisions - Following commencement of play (pennant), 

once fifty-seven (57) ends have been completed across the boards then the Game is considered  

constituted, in the case of inclement weather or other reason causing the Game to be abandoned. 

Motion (3) - Rules of Pennant (Midweek) - 1st and 2nd Divisions - Following commencement of play (pennant), 

once thirty-eight (38) ends have been completed across the boards then the Game is considered constituted, in the 

case of inclement weather or other reason causing the Game to be abandoned. 

Motion (4) - Rules of Pennant (Midweek) - 3rd Division - Following commencement of play (pennant), once 

thirty-two (32) ends have been completed across the boards then the Game is considered constituted, in the case of 

inclement weather or other reason causing the Game to be abandoned. 

Paul Brooks (Men's Section Secretary). 
 

LINDENOW LADIES  The Lindenow Bowling Club moves the following motion for the 20/21 Midweek  

Pennant season.  MOTION  Men to be restricted to Lead & Second positions only in Division 2 & 3 for Midweek 

Pennant.  Reason  Men playing as a third, often play as a third or skip in a higher Division in Saturday Pennant.  

Our ladies feel intimidated, when bowling against them.  

Outcome  To make it a fairer competition for ladies to bowl in. 

Margaret Hicks Secretary Ladies Section Lindenow Bowling Club 
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Newsletter compiled by Bev Yeates.   

Contact me at: eric.yeates@bigpond.com        

Please ‘Like’ us on Facebook. 

BAIRNSDALE GOLF CLUB INC. 

1090 Paynesville Road,  
Eagle Point.  3878 
P.O. Box 485, Bairnsdale.  3875 
A.B.N. 58 801938 139 

Clubhouse: 5156 6252   
Pro Shop: 5156 6847 
Email:  
club@bairnsdalegolf.com.au 
Website:  
www.bairnsdalegolf.com.au 

Can you find Wally?  He's in this edition somewhere.   
Where was he last month,?  Page 13. 

Send any items to me at: 

eric.yeates@bigpond.com 

BOWLING PRAYER 
Bless our fine Leader, who seldom 

does talk, 

Whose bowls sit on Kitty and  

require lots of chalk. 
 

Bless our dear Second, the bravest 

of men, 

Who follows it up with a shot, (now 

and then). 
 

Bless our good Third, who would 

like to be King, 

Who defies our own Skipper and 

does his own thing. 
 

And bless the dear Skipper, the 

pride of our town, 

Who drives off our shot bowl and 

leaves us five down. 
 

Bless my old bowls, which wobble 

each game, 

And bless the Green Keepers who 

take all the blame. 
 

Bless the Selectors, who on  

Pennant day, 

Leave out a champion (I’m too 

modest to say!). 
 

And finally Lord, 

Bless our dear ladies, who make 

cups of tea, 

And the little blonde Barmaid, who 

seems to like me. 

FOR SALE:  DESK $100 o.n.o.   

Contact Beryl 0419215372 

Check out the Carlton United website to see 

how you can support our Club. 

mailto:eric.yeates@bigpond.com
mailto:club@bairnsdalegolf.com.au
http://www.bairnsdalegolf.com.au

