BAIRNSDALE GOLF-BOWLS CLUB NEWSLETTER - AUGUST 2021
PRESIDENT'S REPORT - AUGUST 2021
Stephen Mann
Hello to all members
I had hoped to be able to report that Golf & Bowls would re-open by
now, however we are still waiting for the Premier to announce when
Regional Victoria will have some release from the current lockdown.
I find it astounding that we can be locked down in 2 hours and then be advised by
the Premier early last week that Regional Victoria will be released this week. Now
it appears that this announcement will not happen for a further few days. This is
having a huge impact on local business as well as sporting clubs.
I sincerely hope there is some good news by the end of the week seeing we have
had NIL Covid cases in our region. I am so sorry for the impact this had had on
our staff and members.
On a brighter note, the recent rain will have ensured our golf course and bowls
greens are in excellent shape for the spring season.
I trust there is something brighter to report on in the September report.
Regards,
STEPHEN MANN (President)

BOWLS PRESIDENT'S REPORT - AUGUST 2021
Jill Dennison
Well, we may have been shut down but things are still chugging along.
Meetings have been called and cancelled, greens are being improved and lines
are being renewed.
A great deal of work has been undertaken by our dedicated program planners,
Helen Everett and Bev Yeates. In fact, I am so glad I did not have to contribute to this
task. Can you imagine having to fit Club needs into a program that has to put the needs of
Bowls Australia, Bowls Victoria, Gippsland Region and other clubs’ events before ours?
Well, it’s done! The covers have been printed per favour James Yeates and Sons and will
be presented to all members in the near future. Thanks to all concerned!
The Planning Committee consisting of Jill Dennison, John Crawford, Sandra Woodhouse
and Helen Everett (apology Steve Beggs), and facilitated by Jeff Graham met for the first
time in August.
The overall aim of this group is to increase participation in the club. All items of interest
from the AGM were discussed and several action plans were put in place.
More on this after the next meeting.
We’ll make a date for the Pizza Night (Casserole Tea) and Opening Day asap and will
inform you all immediately.
Looking forward to seeing you, whenever!

Jill
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MANAGER'S REPORT - JULY 2021
Jeff Graham
Hello Members,
Whilst penning this newsletter report, I am watching the Daniel
Andrews press conference in anticipation that Regional Victoria will shortly
be released from hard lock-down and the sports we love will again be open
for participation. I'm cautiously optimistic that by the time you read this, my hopes will
have come true.
Great Coaching!
Some great news, Matt Portelli is making some great inroads with his junior and beginner
golf programs. Due to demand, Matt his doubled the frequency of junior classes at
Bairnsdale (to twice a week) and has received some tremendous interest in his adult beginner classes. As we have stated prior, the success of these programs go a long way to
the future success of our club, and equally to the success of Matt Portelli's business.
If you know anyone who may be interested in the programs, please forward this
information or put them in touch with Matt of 0476 696 486
Appointment of Christian Graham (not related!)
Our replacement for the retiring David Wallace has been confirmed. Just before our
current lock-down the club appointed Christian Graham to fill the role of course groundsman. Christian has a long history in Turf with a really strong background in Irrigation.
Christian is reasonably new to the area and is really looking forward to commencing, the
minute this current lock down ends. Make sure you give him a wave and say g'day if you
see him on the course.
Major Raffle & the trouble with Social Events:
It's appearing more and more likely that running major social events (such as the Trivia &
Casino night) is a fair way off. The Social Committee has been mulling over the best way
to raise some funds for the club and we believe we have struck upon a quality prospect
to fill the void. Over the past year we have managed to procure a number of great donations, some with exceptional worth and value. We believe that a major raffle with a total
prize pool of close to $10,000 is very achievable with members support. We currently
have around $6,000 worth of prizes and we are looking for (new) prize donations we can
add to the raffle. If you have items or services of worth, please let me know and we will
graciously add them to the pool.
Callaway and Srixon Fitting Days:
The recent Callaway fitting day at BGC was successfully completed with 11 members
receiving club fits. Unfortunately, the news of the lock-down (with all 2 hours notice) landed that afternoon and our Melbourne based fitter had to hightail it back home cutting the
last fitting in half. Its great to see so many members supporting the club by purchasing
equipment through our golf shop. On the flip side, the Srixon day was cancelled for a 2nd
time and it this stage we don't have a rescheduled date, when we do we will once again
advertise the event.
Keep your eye on the Cafe
We are getting very close to releasing a new “always available” menu for the Golf Shop
cafe. Joh Wyllie and the bakers have done a power of work testing, cooking and chasing
new suppliers and soon there will be a much bigger choice of food for golfers, bowlers
and visitors. The overall success of the cafe came as somewhat of a surprise last year
and we certainly plan to make the most of it going forwards.
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TREASURER’S REPORT - AUGUST 2021
David Pollard
Hello readers,
Firstly, I hope you are safe and ready to resume golf and bowls whenever we can.
Following is our performance based against July’s budget.
Bank Accounts – as at 6 September 2021
• Trading Account
$223,498.11 Credit Funds
• Holding Account
$ 14,106.45 Credit Funds
I note we have closed the Term deposit and returned the funds to our Trading Account.
RESULTS V BUDGET
Income is over by $16,000 (good)
• The revenues based on participation are down as you would expect.
• The Pro Shop is operating better than budgeted, but this is mainly due to lower wages
for the period.
• Sponsorship is going well, being well above budget.
• We also benefitted from a Grant that we had not expected.
Expenses are under $6,500 (good)
• We are going ok across the board for expenses.
• As with some Income, the participation costs are down, Competition prizes,
Affiliations etc.
Net Profit (Before Depreciation) is over $22,500 (good)
While this is a good result, to beat budget, we must remember we are living in ‘odd times’.
Let’s hope we can begin the journey back to ‘normality’ sooner rather than later.

David.
LADIES' BOWLS CO-ORDINATOR - AUGUST 2021
Helen Everett
As you all know, there is not much going on with bowls. We were notified last week that
the proposed Pre Season 9’s has been cancelled which was no surprise. We can only hope
that Pennant can still commence in October.
The dates have been decided for the State events, Pennant fixtures, other Clubs
tournaments and special days as well as our Club events calendar.
We will be set to go when we get the green light. I just hope all games go ahead without interruption,
otherwise it will be very difficult to get our Club events played.
It was disappointing that our Pizza night and Opening day had to be cancelled.
The latest lockdown has caused interruption to the general running of our Club because we have not been
able to have our regular meetings, but we will just have to be patient. We have been fortunate that East
Gippsland residents have not been infected with the virus.
It will help us all when everyone is vaccinated so that we can take advantage of any easing of restrictions.
Welcome home to our travellers, most of them had an arduous trip back and Pat and Judi still have that
ahead of them, so I wish them safe travelling.
Our secretary Sandra is having an op so will be away for a few weeks and John has also had health issues.
Best wishes to you and any other of our members who are not feeling the best. Please remember if you
are lonely because of lockdown, just give your friends a ring to have a chat, it does wonders.
That’s all from me hope we can be together soon.

Helen.
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BOARD SUMMARY
The Gippsland Region Board met on Monday 13 September 2021.
Below is a summary of some points of interest.
2021/22 Fees
The Board has deferred invoicing clubs for 2021/22 capitation fees for 60 days because of the continuing
uncertainty about the impact of Covid on the forthcoming bowls season.

2021/22 Pennant Season
The Board discussed the approaching pennant season in the context of existing Covid restrictions and the
potential for further lockdowns. It agreed to proceed with the current draw unless and until changes were
required. The Competitions Committee is monitoring the situation very closely and will advise the Board
in a timely manner should adjustments need to be made.

Covid Vaccination
The Board noted the recent advice from Bowls Victoria that it would support the implementation of
mandated vaccinations for community sport should such legislation be introduced by the State
Government. It will continue to monitor the issue and keep Clubs informed about any developments.

Region and State Events
The Board reminds Clubs that the deadline for submitting Expressions of Interest to host Region and State
events is Friday 17 September. Please send forms to gippslandbr@gmail.com marked to the attention of
the Competitions Committee.

New Region Shirt
The Board considered feedback from directors on options for the new Region polo shirt, and settled on a
design approach, including colour scheme. It will ask Australian sports clothing manufacturer Dyenamic
to submit a revised design for review at the next meeting.

Junior Development
The Board endorsed a suggestion from the Junior Development Committee that the Region's junior squad
be known as the 'Gippsland Geckos'. It noted that:
•
juniors who represent Gippsland will wear a Region shirt featuring a gecko motif
•
Club coaches will be invited to take part in the junior development program
•
a junior development page will be added to the Regions' website

Region Hoodies
The Board has extended the deadline to order Region hoodies following a decision to switch suppliers because of a better deal on minimum orders and the inclusion of the Region logo in the manufacture. The
new closing date is Sunday 31 October.
Existing orders will be included in the new bulk order. Clubs will receive full details this week about the
ordering process.

Other Matters
Bowls Victoria has issued the 2021/22 Region Pennant Conditions of Play
Conditions of Play - Bowls Victoria.
•
The Region Calendar published on the website will be updated as required.
•
Moama has been confirmed as the location for the 2022 Region Sides event from 10 April.
•
Lindenow Bowls Club has offered a secure storage room for the Region's equipment and
merchandise.
Next Meeting Monday 4 October at Heyfield Bowls Club after the delegates information session
(Covid permitting).
Bronwyn Thwaites Region Secretary
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GREENS DIRECTOR - AUGUST 2021
Steve Beggs
Lock downs, we are all over them, let's hope some good news
comes this week.
Craig and staff have been very busy during the lock down, taking
full advantage of no traffic on the bowling greens, not only
around the surrounds but on the greens.
He will publish a report on his work in this Hotshot, so I will not repeat it.
The lines require doing because of the work and the time since the last line
marking. After a discussion with Jeff regarding a permit for volunteers to
go and do this work he informed me that is not possible as the only work
allowed is 'SAVING THE GRASS FROM DYING', and remarking lines do not
save the greens, so we must wait for the lock down to finish.
Bob Long has kindly volunteered to assist once again with Paul and myself
to do this job. We may have to string line both greens to re-establish the
correct lines. If we do I will require another assistant.
The shed will require a thorough clean when we are permitted, the bird
droppings and dust on everything will take some work.
Looking forward to us all meeting on the greens once again.
Cheers,
Beggs'y
BOWLING GREENS - AUGUST 2021
Craig Rimington Course Superintendent
We have made the most of the lockdown and some good weather days
on the Bowls greens performing a mini renovation. Both greens have
received a -3mm Verti cut which has removed some winter die back to
open the surface for new growth.
Additionally, we borrowed a Pro Core aerator from Traralgon Golf Club and both
greens have been aerated with 8mm and 5mm tines to a depth of 3 and 1.5
inches, this was followed by a granular fertilizer application and soil fungicide
treatments.
Unfortunately, we are seeing early signs of the ERI disease in the bottom green,
we plan to increase fertility to this green to improve the surface.
Weed spraying has taken place in Bowls surrounds gardens, we will require some
member assistance with some weeding and pruning as we are busy with other
work.

5

6

7

Do You Know The Laws Of The Game?
You are playing third in Pennant. Before you begin measuring shots, a bowl looks likely to fall.
What can you do?
If a bowl is likely to fall, either opponent can use the best available means to secure it
in its position.
For example, you might use a piece of chalk to prop the bowl (Law 23.6.1).
What happens if you are in the process of measuring and a bowl falls,
interfering with the measuring process?
The bowl must be left in its new position while deciding the number of shots scored
continues, and all the shots agreed before the bowl fell will count (Law 23.6.3).
What happens if you accidentally displace a bowl with your measuring
equipment?
The opponent must place it back in its former position. (Law 37.4.2)

Don't forget we have a 'members space' here in the newsletter.
Maybe you have some bowls, or anything else for that matter, which you
may want to sell? Just send me an email.
eric.yeates@bigpond.com
Can you find Wally?
He is in this edition
somewhere.
This is where he was
last month.

Back in 2002, we decided to conduct a 'garage sale' to raise a bit of
money. We had a lot of fun with a very early start and late finish.
The ladies locker room was filled to the brim with stuff ready to sell.
All club members got behind the event and it was a great success
making just over $1,200. We were all a bit weary by the end of the
day, then it was a trip to the tip to get rid of the stuff no-one wanted.
From memory, Beggsy was the star salesman!

Please ‘Like’ us on Facebook.
Newsletter compiled by Bev Yeates.
Contact me at:
eric.yeates@bigpond.com
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