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BAIRNSDALE GOLF-BOWLS CLUB NEWSLETTER - APRIL 2020 

After about six weeks (and doesn't it feel like more?), bowls is 
back albeit under strict restrictions.  The main thing is to make 
sure you follow the restrictions to ensure a safe place for all,  

considering we are in a vulnerable age group. 

Whilst we have been away, work has continued to make some terrific improvements around the 
Club.  I am sure many of you have seen some photos on our Club Facebook page taken around the 

golf course and in the Clubhouse, particularly with the Bar and Spike Bar.    
Some of our Bowls members have probably never been for a walk out on the course.  Go for a  
wander when you get a chance, you will be pleasantly surprised with what we have out there.   

A big congratulations to Dom and his helpers for a great job.  It would have been tough work with 
some areas having not altered for, probably, around 60 years.  The Bar counter has certainly come 

up a treat!  I am looking forward to a coffee in our new Pro-shop/café area. 
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Dear Bowls Member 

Following the easing of COVID-19 restrictions by the Victorian Government 

and in line with Bowls Victoria advice, the bowling greens of the Bairnsdale 

Golf & Bowls Club will open from 9am Thursday May 14th .  

Whilst this is tremendous news for the bowling members, there are still  

significant conditions which will apply to the manner in which we participate. 

The obvious mandatory social distancing regulations apply as well as new 

regulations relating to gatherings of more than 10 people or less. It's critical that all  

members adhere to the existing and below regulations, not only for health and safety 

reasons, but for the continuation of our sport. It's our information that the local police will 

be more than willing to fine players and clubs in the event of a breach. 
 

Bookings. 

Most importantly, you can NOT bowl unless you have BOOKED in advance.  

Under no circumstance will bowlers be allowed to play if they roll up without a booking, 

regardless of availability, you will be turned away. Bookings can be made with the Club 

office, Joy Ryan or Angela Boyd on the details below. 

 Club Office  (Monday to Friday)  5156 6252 (extension 2) 

 Joy Ryan   (Saturdays)    0438 171 121 

 Angela Boyd  (Sundays)   0418 530 306 
 

You will be asked to provide the following information when booking:  

How many players are playing and all their names. The maximum number of 

players you can book is 8.  

The time you would like to start bowling. 

The time you intend to end bowling and depart the Club. The maximum 

amount of time you or your group can bowl is 2 hours per day. 

Once booked, please arrive no more than 10 minutes prior to your booking time, and 

depart at the time you indicated when booking. Do not congregate prior to, or after 

your game with other groups. 
 

Members only.  In order to accurately track those that use our facilities, we have been 

advised that use of our greens should be restricted to Bairnsdale Golf and Bowls  

Members only. 
 

Days and times we are open. 

The greens are open for play from 9am to 4pm, 7-days per week.  
 

How many can play? 

Each green can have a maximum of 10 people at any one time. Each rink can have a 

maximum of  4 people at any one time, every second rink is closed which ensures a  

minimum distance of 1.5 meters between rinks. 
 

General Around the Green Hygiene. 

Please refrain from shaking hands, high-fives or any contact with others and keep 1.5 

meters apart. 

Please refrain from handling other people’s bowls. 

The water fountain has been isolated and is not in use. 

Sanitise your hands regularly using the provided sanitiser's located in the open shed. 

Wash your hands before and after play. 

If you’re feeling unwell then you should not attend the club under any circumstances. 

Designate one person to collect and handle the mats during play, if possible, avoid 

multiple people handling the kitty. 

https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/how-to-protect-yourself-and-others-from-coronavirus-covid-19/social-distancing-for-coronavirus-covid-19#keep-your-distance
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Facility Use:  

The toilet facilities in the Clubhouse are open for use, however they can only be ac-

cessed by one door each. The women can access the toilets by the car park en-

trance and the men by the spike bar entrance. You will not be able to walk 

through the Clubhouse. Also, the small outdoor toilet between the bowls green is 

not is use. 

Eating areas, indoor sitting areas, showers and change rooms are otherwise closed. 

We are not serving takeaway alcohol to the greens as our Liquor Licence does not 

provide the opportunity to do so.  

We also remind members that we do not allow or have a licence for BYO, please do 

not bring alcohol onto the premises. 
 

General Information:  

Members in a high-risk category should strongly consider whether they should or 

should not be playing as per their own circumstances and/or medical advice. 

Bowls are limited to practice at this stage and no organised competition Bowls are 

permitted (For instance; this is not the period of time where we will  

 schedule a club pairs match). 

No spectators are permitted to watch anyone practice (unless they are driving a 

bowler to and from their practice session). 
  
Despite the volume of restrictions, we are very grateful for the opportunity to return to 

play and look forward to seeing you on the greens. We would also like to point out that 

the above conditions will be reviewed regularly as per the State Governments position 

and the clubs gathered experience. 
 

Kind Regards, 

Jeff Graham & Joy Ryan 

On behalf of the Committee of Management 
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Hello Members 
As I type this report, we have some clarity and can return to the sport and club we miss and enjoy.  
In a continuation of last months report, I'll start by providing an update on the works in the  
Clubhouse. 
Bar:  Dom has essentially completed the bar renovations and they look amazing, the images don't 
do the final results justice. Throughout the process Dom learnt many new skills and we think he did a 
tremendous job, when you finally get the chance to see him, give him a pat on the back. 
The total cost of the bar renovation was a meagre $1,100, the vast majority of that was the stainless steel shelving 
unit now mounted on the wall. 
Golf shop relocation: We are approximately half way through the changes to the spike bar in anticipation of the 
Club commencing management on July 1st.  The works are really coming along and we anticipate completion in mid 
June. Below are some pictures and a reminder of the new floor plan. 
Roof:  Wayne Reddaway has completed painting and patching up the Clubhouse roof, it looks magnificent but the 
images I have taken don’t really do it justice.  Make sure you lift your head up and take a gander when you first arrive 
at the Club.  Wayne arranged fundraising via a number of members which paid for the vast majority, we can't thank 
him and assistant Daryl Newell enough for their effort. 
Course/Bowling Greens: Craig's report details the total works the staff have undertaken along with some great  
pictures.  The course really is coming up a treat and the break has provided a unique opportunity for grass to grow in 
areas it has previously struggled.  
Office & Management: The main area of focus over the past three weeks has been the 2020-21 financial year 
budget.  We have successfully completed the first draft which has been circulated to the COM for discussion.  There 
will be some considerable changes to this coming years' budget, it's hard to imagine there won't be a significant eco-
nomic impact to the region in the months and years to follow so we are being prudent where possible.  
Treasurer David Pollard is likely to provide some more information in the next Newsletter. 
My next report will be after the re-opening of the sport, so I want to take this opportunity to thank the vast majority of 
the members for their patience and understanding. The staff and Committee have been absolutely tremendous 
through this difficult time and are to be commended.  I'm sure the Club will return to normal operations in the not too  
distant future, I'm really looking forward to seeing everyone (anyone to be honest!) again, I certainly won't take for 
granted a friendly smile or g'day ever again. 
See you soon 
Jeff Graham 

MANAGER'S REPORT APRIL 2020 - Jeff Graham 
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GREENS DIRECTOR - Steve Beggs 

Hope everyone is coping with the lockdown and you have all caught up on your 
household jobs. So, now you will have plenty of time to do some of the jobs around 
our greens - stand by for when we can bowl again.  
 

I had a chat with Craig and he informs me the greens have an  
excellent cover coming into winter.  Very little growth means only 
a couple of cuts and no foot traffic or rolling will mean the greens  

                       will be very slow to bowl on.  
 

When we get the ok I will be looking for members to spend some time going up 
and down on a roller. The surrounds have been cut a couple of times just to 
keep them tidy, but some serious work is required to cut all the edges and get  
it back to looking good with easy maintenance. 

 

 
JB is busy renovating the Allan Archibald and 
Ern & Gloria Harrap greens signs so they will 
be tip top when we start again.  
 

The lines are still visible so Bob, Marty and I 
will do them ready to go very soon. 
 

Until then stay distanced and we will all be ok.  
Looking forward to catching up with you all again very soon.  
Cheers,  
Beggs’y 

BOWLING GREENS  Craig Rimington Course Superintendent 

Look what  

happens when the 

are elves away,  

mushrooms!!!!! 

Our Bowls season has officially come to an end but it actually finished for us in March when Covid 19 
caused the cancellation of all Bowls events till further notice.  Therefore we were unable to complete 
all of our Club events.  We were fortunate to complete our Pennant season with both our Mid-week 
Division 2 sides reaching the finals, a great effort from all players.  For the first time in several years 
we did not win a flag but we will endeavour to do so in season 2020/21,hopefully things will be back to 

normal by then. 

Because we were unable to have our AGM as scheduled, the previously elected office bearers will 

hold their positions until an AGM can be arranged. 

East Gippslanders have had a very difficult time over the last many months.  First the drought then the catastrophic 
bushfires and now The Virus.  So far our region has not been severely impacted by it but I urge everyone not to be 

complacent, still take care and obey the rules.  As of Monday May 11 restrictions may be eased a little but this  

pandemic is not over yet!  The isolation rules have been difficult for all of us but for those living alone it’s even harder 
with no-one in the house to talk to.  It is wonderful that people are taking the time to make calls and send messages 
to brighten someone’s day.  Even the dreaded Facebook contributors are keeping us amused with funny stories and 
videos.  I have only left my home four times since being confined.  I find myself talking to the TV, getting quite angry 
and disgusted with some of the idiotic comments being made.  Am I losing the plot?  I hope my marbles fall back into 
place by the time we get back together again.  Many of us have had to cancel or put on hold our travel arrangements 

but it is a minor concern when you see what is happening in other countries, Australia really is the 'lucky country'. 

Please stay positive, patient and continue to take care.  The 2019/20 bowling season is one that will not be forgotten 

easily.  At the end of last year I thought 2020,that has nice ring to it, a neat set of numbers, should be a great year. 

How utterly wrong I was!  Eventually we will get back to normal so hang in there my friends. 

Regards, Helen. 

Both Bowls greens are in great condition, and have a fantastic cover of 

grass heading into winter.   

We continue our monthly fertilizer applications and monitor greens for 

weed and moss controls. 
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Our Sponsors Are Our Partners 
 

Coming out of this difficult time for the economy, our Sponsors 

will need our support more than ever.  Whenever you utilise our 

Sponsors, please thank them for assisting our Club,  and put in a 

good word for them with your friends - remember, they are all the 

life-blood of our Club. 

 

Remember To Shop Local And Help Our Community Thrive 
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 MEASURING WITH CALIPERS 
Before starting your measure, make sure you securely wedge any bowl which 

requires it.  This is particularly important when using callipers as you will be 

using the bowls as the secure object to take your measurement from.  You will 

be making gentle contact with the bowls. 

The jack is a smaller object and the nearest point of the jack is lower than the 

nearest point of the bowl. 

This is important to remember when using callipers as you will need to hold 

them on a slight tilt. 

When you come to actually carry out the measure, it is important to have a 

steady stance and so kneeling on the rink is highly recommended. 

☺ Set the legs of the callipers at the approximate distance of the gap between 

 the first bowl and the jack and gently move to see how much adjustment is needed.   

 Never adjust the callipers when they are between the objects. 

☺ Move the callipers away from the objects, make fine adjustments and offer them up again.  You can 

 use the secure bowl as your stable measuring point rather than touching the jack. 

☺ Gently run one leg of the callipers down the surface of the bowl at the right angle, adjusting each 

 time until bare contact is made with both the bowl and the jack.   

 Don't worry too much if your initial measurement is not exactly touching both objects.    

 If the measure is tight, you can always come back and make a more accurate adjustment. 

☺ Without altering the calliper setting you can now move to the next bowl and pass the callipers 

 through the gap from top to bottom.  If they do not pass through, then do not force them as you will 

 move something - remember that angle between the nearest points of the jack and bowls. 

☺ Return to the original bowl and check to make sure nothing has changed and to confirm your  

 decision.  At this point you can always make additional fine adjustments if you cannot clearly  

 determine the shot from this initial measure. 

☺ Make your decision, turn out the shot bowl and leave the rink.  Job done. 

Lachlan Tighe is known as the 'doyen of bowls coaching' having achieved many years of success 

with all levels of bowlers, and in particular, Australian and overseas national and state teams. 

I thought I might use some of his coaching methods and ideas over the next few months for you  

to have a read, and or, practice. 

No Difference in Hand (choice) 
A former premier league bowls skipper was keen enough, or disheartened enough, to seek a coaching session with 

me to overcome his delivery hiccup as he had become ‘distracted’ by his repeated poor delivery on one hand.  
 

He posed the question to me, "did I think there was any difference in the delivery of the forehand as to the backhand?" 

I have always contended there is not (a difference).  Basically we bowlers should line up our body direct out to the grass line, 

step out straight (to that grass line), bend the body down and through, and extend the hand out at that grass line as you deliver.  

I still hold to that aspect for delivery.  
 

However!  Not only listening, observing and instructing my skipper bowler, but taking much notice of numerous bowlers over 

time, I think there is a difference in the approach of bowlers in the hand choice.  And I tend to think it is all in their mind, their 

subconscious.  
 

What I see constantly in the backhand are these factors (presume a right hand bowler)  

• The first step of the left foot points up toward the jack.  

• The eyes seem to be also looking up at the jack.  

• As a consequence of these two, I can see a scoop action in the delivery arm as it tends also to partially point toward the 

jack.  

• And the right shoulder consequently drops.  

• And the left hip tends to swivel around as a reaction to what the rest of the body has done.  It’s as if the player reaction is 

…I want to see where my bowl is heading and I do it now while I am in the motion of completing this delivery.  
 

First fault, foot (at) fault.  Stepping out parallel to the rink line rather than straight out that obvious grass line.  

Where your mind goes, everything else follows, including the direction of your body.  
 

Incidentally, last year at a coach workshop, a highly credentialed player/coach indicated that where a bowler followed their  

initial delivery on the same hand the outcome for success was 50%, whereas if the bowler changed hands from the initial  

delivery, the outcome for success was 12.5%.   We experimented at training the next session to gauge the 12.5% which was 

more like 20%, however it reinforces the point (to you and the skip), consider why you want to change a hand for the bowler 

who has just delivered on one particular hand.  
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Newsletter compiled by Bev Yeates.   

Contact me at: eric.yeates@bigpond.com        

Please ‘Like’ us on Facebook. 

BAIRNSDALE GOLF CLUB INC. 

1090 Paynesville Road,  
Eagle Point.  3878 
P.O. Box 485, Bairnsdale.  3875 
A.B.N. 58 801938 139 

Clubhouse: 5156 6252   
Pro Shop: 5156 6847 
Email:  
club@bairnsdalegolf.com.au 
Website:  
www.bairnsdalegolf.com.au 

Can you find Wally?   
Get your glasses out, he's in this  

edition somewhere. 
March edition Page 13. 

Send any items to me at: 

eric.yeates@bigpond.com 

End of EGBD 
I hear some members are concerned regarding East 

Gippsland and North Gippsland Divisions changing into 

one Region and its effect on Pennant 

How will this move of Divisions to a Region affect me? 

The majority of members in your Division will see no  

effect of the streamlining of the Region. 

Playing areas may be different, however the underlying 

Pennant structure will not alter, it is not relevant where a 

Board operates from. (Nothing will happen until next year). 

How the stimulus package works 
It is a slow day in a small town, suffering Covid19 lockdown 
and the streets are deserted. Times are tough, everybody is 
in debt, and everybody is living on credit. 
A tourist visiting the area drives through town, stops at the 
hotel, lays a $100 note on the desk, saying he wants to in-
spect the room upstairs to pick one for the night.  As soon as 
he walks upstairs, the hotel owner grabs the bill and runs up 
the street to pay his debt to the butcher. 
The butcher takes the $100 and runs down the road to retire 
his debt to the farmer. 
The farmer takes the $100 and heads off to pay his bill to his 
supplier, the Co-op. 
The guy at the Co-op takes the $100 and runs to pay his debt 
to the local 'lady of the night', who has also been facing hard 
times and has had to offer her 'services' on credit. 
She rushes to the hotel and pays off her room bill with the 
hotel owner. 
The hotel proprietor then places the $100 back on the counter 
so the traveller will not suspect anything. 
At that moment the traveller comes down the stairs, states 
that the rooms are not satisfactory, picks up the $100 bill and 
leaves. 
No one produced anything. 
No one earned anything. 
However, the whole town is now out of debt and now looks to 
the future with a lot more optimism. 
And that, is how a Stimulus package works. 

John and Fay Lewis have left East Gippsland and are now 

living in Yeppoon Qld. 

Unfortunately, with the corona crisis, we didn't get an 

opportunity to wish them well in their new home, and to 

thank them for the many, many years they spent in  

administration for both the East Gippsland Division, and 

Gippsland Region. 

The roles they took on were many and varied, but in later 

years John was Gippsland Region Secretary and East 

Gippsland President.  A role he served on numerous occa-

sions.  Fay was his very valuable Secretary for more years 

than we would remember. 

As East Gippsland Division reps. they always had a very 

good working relationship with Bairnsdale Golf. 

We wish them many happy and healthy years at Yeppoon. 

mailto:eric.yeates@bigpond.com
mailto:club@bairnsdalegolf.com.au
http://www.bairnsdalegolf.com.au

