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 Issue 71 AUGUST 2020 

After many hours of work by our staff and volunteers, the Pro-Shop is now well and truly open for business with all 
your golfing needs and delicious snacks to keep you going.  Call in and see Dom, Wendy or Arch for all your  

bookings, and requirements. 
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VALE   

Regretfully, we wish to advise that Geoff Downie, a long time member, has 

passed away recently.  

On behalf of all members, we offer our deepest sympathy to Geoff’s family  and friends. 

 

BEV YEATES 

Due to some serious heath issues, Bev has had to retire as editor of our newsletters. Bev 

had done a remarkable job producing these for many years and we sincerely thank Bev 

for her great work in keeping members informed. We look forward to Bev returning to 

assist our club when she recovers. In the meantime, please bear with us as we do not 

have the same skills as Bev, however we will attempt to keep the newsletters running , 

even though in a reduced format . 

 

OTHER MEMBERS 

Rob Coleman and Bruce Nicholes have also had heath issues recently and we wish 

them well .  

COURSE CARE 

Many members have recently commented that golfers are not repairing divots on 

the fairways and pitch marks on the greens. Please support Craig and his team in 

looking after our great course. 

COVID-19 

Our Premier has announced on Sunday 13th September 2020 that Regional Victoria 

should be able to move 2 steps forward this week in the COVID recovery. Hopefully this 

means Golf and Bowls competition will resume in the coming weeks ,albeit with some 

restrictions applying. 

We congratulate our members for adhering to the restrictions that have been in place 

and it has been amazing how many members have continued to play social golf and 

bowls recently. 

WEEKLY RAFFLE 

At the suggestion of Lyle Elliot, we have run a weekly raffle for $5 per ticket to assist 

financially while we have not been able to run competitions for golf and bowls. 

• Many members have donated some terrific prizes and the raffle has been supported 

by members and tickets sold per week have ranged in numbers form 200-300. 

• We have been amazed at the success and wish to sincerely thank you all for your 

great support to our club. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT August 2020  

Stephen Mann 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT August 2020 (Cont) 

Stephen Mann 

RECENT RAFFLE RESULTS 

 

26 August 2020 

1st place – Anita Rassini  -  Donated back to the club. 

2nd place – Max Hellessy 

3rd place – Bill Marshall 

 

1 September 2020 

1st place – Vera Gardiner 

 (Hand crafted side table-Donated by Mick Elliott) 

2nd place – Jenny Hamilton 

 ( $100 members account voucher donated by Jeremy Dennison at DFM) 

3rd place – Jenny Hamilton 

 (Bakers Club Hamper + Lois Kurrle’s sponge) 

 

8 September 2020 

1st place – Barry Hoskin 

 ($250 members account voucher + 1 doz golf balls donated by David Pollard ) 

2nd place – Gwenda Cook 

 ( $100 member account voucher donated by Jeremy Dennison at DFM) 

3rd place – Fred Jackson 

 (Various hamper items donated by members) 

 

Your generosity has been a great help to you club and we thank you all for your donations and 

support by purchasing raffle tickets. 

 

Hopefully, we will have competitions up and running and be in a position to have our bar 

and clubhouse open to members by the time the next newsletter is produced. 
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MANAGER’S REPORT AUGUST 2020  
Jeff Graham 

Hello Members, 

 

I'm sure by the time you read this newsletter, there will have been further changes to the 
COVID-19 restrictions so I wont dwell on the current detail, with some luck we will be 
playing competition and settling down for refreshments afterwards. If that's the case, a big thanks goes out 
to all the staff, volunteers and members that have eased us through the latest stage three limitations. You 
may have bought a raffle ticket or donated a prize, perhaps you donated your time tiling the clubs new 
launderette or bought a clothes dryer! So many people have helped in so many ways, its very humbling to 
observe the tremendous generosity and it really has made a significant difference. 

 

The club support raffle, which is now into its fifth week of operation has raised over $6,000 profit for the 
club. EVERY prize has been donated and we are averaging over 250 tickets sold per week. We intend to 
keep running this raffle whilst we still have a pool of donated prizes and the desire from members is strong. 
I imagine once competitions return and the regular raffles restart the club support raffle will phase out. 
Make sure you pick up a ticket next time you play, it really is making a difference. 

 

The Golf Shop has been under club operation since July 1st and we are entering our third month. 

Although its been a strange period we couldn't be more delighted with the member support and the success. 
Sales are considerably higher than we had anticipated and that has been with one hand tied behind our 
proverbial COVID backs. Our new staff, Wendy Bentley and David “Arch” Archibald have fitted in 
exceptionally well, many members have commented on their friendly approach and willingness to assist. 
Dom's talents have been reallocated to the Golf Shop whilst the bar is closed and he is again proving his 
immense worth to our club, he has even slipped a few new grips onto old clubs. One of the few frustrations 
with the golf shop has been obtaining stock. The heavy reliance of the golf industry on China means a lot 
of items we have on order just haven't arrived. The suppliers have assured us its only temporary and we 
have faith that by Christmas, more items will be available for sale. 

 

Now I'll be the first to admit we have made a few rough coffee's, but again the support for the clubs new 
golf shop cafe has been fantastic. As operators (I'll stop short at baristas) we are getting better and better 
and I urge you to give the product a try. The addition of the Nicholson Farm Velvet Hammer Coffee brand 
will go a long way to overcoming our skill deficiencies. In July alone, members purchased over $2,000 
worth of coffee and baked goods and that's without the option to sit down and enjoy it! Speaking of baked 
goods, the bakers club lead by lovely wife Leonie and supported by Ros Pearce, Jenny Gibbs, Janine 
Newell, Gwen Jackson, Ruth Engel and Gwen Robinson have been invaluable. Several times a week they 
co-ordinate their bakes keeping the fresh goodies rolling into the cafe. One member who shall remain 
nameless, has made very public advances towards my wife based on her apple cake. Give it a try (the apple 
cake, not the advances...;-) and see if his judgement is correct. 

 

Did you know, the club has purchased new warm up mats for the nets? The old ones were like hitting off 
concrete so we invested in some soft and fluffy replacements.  

 

Whilst the Treasurers report will highlight the short term financial success of the club, we know for sure 
the next three months are going to be tough. We have cancelled the Ladies Revue and the GV Women's 
Spring Tournament. The Annual tournament is hanging by a thread as is the Pro-am and then there is the 
impact to the Bar as a result of the above (even if it is open). Never before has the club needed your support 
more, we have been overwhelmed with the commitment thus far, lets keep the ball rolling and race into 
2021 with renewed enthusiasm. 

Jeff 
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The Bairnsdale Golf Club welcome our most  
recent new members.   We wish them a happy 

and successful association with their new 
Club. 

 

Our Sponsors Are Our Partners 

Coming out of this difficult time for the economy, our Sponsors will need 

our support more than ever. 

Whenever you use our Sponsors, please thank them for assisting our Club.  

 Remember To Shop Locally And Help Our Community Thrive 

Terry McMaster Mens 3 month  

Andrew Marriot-Smith 7 Day Non Comp 

Andrew Percival 3 month 

Neil Downes 7 Day Non Comp 

Andrew Bentley Mens19-29 yrs 

Jesse Guarnaccia Mens19-29 yrs 

Lachlan Willmott Mens19-29 yrs 

Brandon Scott Mens19-29 yrs 

Ray Mengler 7 Day Non Comp 

Harry Gibbs Mens 19-29yrs 

Mira Faithfull Bowls Only 

Dylan Radford Mens 19-29yrs 

Robert Reid Mens Country 

Jason Kelly 7 Day Non Comp 

Daniel Whittingham Golf 19yr-29yr 

Jerry Barlow Mens Full 

Campbell Holland 7 Day Non Comp 

Debbie Leyshan 7 Day Non Comp 
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 Also mid week coaching from Wayne Thomas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a reminder that Matt Portelli is available for 
lessons on some Saturday Mornings  

between 8am and 12pm.  
 

Bookings can be made directly with  
Matt on 0474 696 486  

or via his online webportal. 
https://mattportelliallabilitiesgolfcoaching.setmore.com/ 

Need some golf  Coaching? 

https://mattportelliallabilitiesgolfcoaching.setmore.com/
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CAPTAIN’S REPORT  AUGUST 2020 
Marty Farrelly 

   Six weeks since we have been able to play competition golf. We 

have been experiencing almost  full time sheets every day making it 

difficult for some members to get a game when they would like to.  

From Monday the 14th of September we are able to open the time sheet to 

groups of 4 provided the players are from two households only.We appreciate 

this will slow down people playing in groups of 2 but feel this is the better of two 

evils,  allowing us to get more people on the course. Please be patient and 

realise more members are getting a chance to play. Hopefully this will be short 

lived and we can move onto groups of four and playing competition’s shortly.  

   During this period of social golf we have been trialling the MiScore app. I 

haven’t heard a negative report about the scoring app so I urge all members,  

who can, to download the app and try it while it’s free. I can assure you from a 

computer illiterate that scoring on the app is easier than using a scorecard. Also 

included in the app is a GPS showing the distance to the centre of the green. 

   The free trial period ends at the end of October after which there will be a cost 

of $16.50 per year. The more members using the app the easier it will be for the 

various committees to administer the competitions.  

    With all the uncertainty at the moment the future of the Tournament ,Club 

Championships and the Match play competition have not been decided. 

Everything depends on when we can resume competition golf. My feelings at the 

moment is that we may be able to finish the knockout competitions but will have 

trouble with the Tournament and the Club Championships.  

   Finally the match committee is still working on the format for Saturday golf and 

may change the current medley  competition. Regardless of any changes I want 

to assure all members that there will be a competition for everyone to play in on 

Saturday’s.  

 

Marty.  
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COURSE MANAGEMENT REPORT  AUGUST 2020 
Craig Rimington 

August has seen the course staff all take some Annual Leave, Strong winds have 
made for considerable clean up’s, maintenance to the newly layed Bent grass exten-
sions have seen them progress well, and they will open for play this week. 
 
 
   
 Course Management Practices undertaken during August have included:- 
 
Preparations for day to day running of all Club events Golf & Bowls;  
Clean up from Wind damage; 
Preparation of new areas for Couch planting this season; 
Fertiliser/Pigment applications tees, new Couch sodded areas; 
Knapsack spraying of Kikuyu fairways, tees and surrounds; 
Herbicide applications fairways Poa controls (Continuing thru September); 
       Irrigation repair/install; 
IPM spray management Programs;   
Weed control, bunkers; 
Machinery maintenance; 
General course maintenance practices. 
 
Greens 
Greens have been treated with high rates of Growth regulator for Poa annua management, applica-
tions of Insecticide, Fertilizer and Wetting agent have taken place starting the spring programs and 
preparing for Green’s renovations. 
The works undertaken on the 16th green have progressed well and will open for play this week, 
continued light topdressings will continue to take place now the grass is rooted in and started 
growing. 
 
A hold up on parts supply has us waiting to complete Greens renovations, as soon as the parts 
arrive this will take place.  The renovations will include a topdressing of sand, solid tyning with 
12mm tines and rubbing in of the sand. This will be completed by the Course staff, not using a con-
tractor at a substantial financial saving. We hope to have all greens completed over a two day peri-
od, closing 9 holes each day to perform this works. 
 
 
Bowling Greens 
Both greens are still in great condition providing a great surface, Greens are currently being mown 
weekly with maintenance increasing.   Spray applications of Seaweed and Fish emulsion have tak-
en place, Nitrogen fertilizer, Insecticide and Fungicide applications are planned for September.  
Greens surrounds have been sprayed for weeds and Poa annua. New turf layed on the surrounds 
of the bottom green to be top-dressed late September/October. 
 
Tees 
 Divoting and fertilizing of tees has been on a fortnightly or as needs basis. 
 Recent rains have highlighted the need to rectify some problem areas on cart paths and this work 
will take place when time permits. 
 
Fairways 
Fairways, general maintenance has taken place for the month, Herbicide applications (spot spray-
ing) have taken place for Poa annua and onion grass control. Due to high Golf numbers and recent 
windy days we hope to complete the spraying by the end of September   
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Bunkers 

General bunker maintenance has taken place including; spraying for weeds and grasses, sand 
leveling on bunker bases.  

Just a reminder to please enter and exit bunkers from the lowest point, refrain from walking up 
bunker faces. 

Vegetation 

Spraying for weeds and grasses in garden beds.  We are continuing with select pruning, dead 
wooding and weight reduction on trees around the course using the pole saw.  

STAFF/OH&S -No incidents to report. 

Machinery - General maintenance 

 Rainfall  

 

August 2020        76.5 mm (no rain days 10)  

Year to date 2020        518.5 mm 

Temperature Averages 

Ave Min – 5 degrees 

Ave Max – 16 degrees 

 

Works Program for September 2020 to include:- 

Preparation for all Club and corporate events Golf and Bowls;  

Greens Renovations; 

Post- emergent herbicide spraying; 

Preparations for Couch plantings; 

Vegetation pruning; 

Pick up removal of Debris piles in roughs; 

Path repairs (Crushed rock) 

Fertilising / Topdressing new Couch sod areas; 

Machinery maintenance; 

Irrigation install new couch areas; 

IPM Control Program; 

Issues which may arise from committee meeting; 

Works program may vary due to weather conditions. 

 

Craig Rimington   
Course Superintendent  

August 2019        10 mm (no rain days 1)  

Year to date 2019       248 mm 

COURSE MANAGEMENT REPORT  AUG 2020—Cont. 
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THURSDAY GOLF  AUGUST 2020 
Chris Savige 

Not a very exciting month of golf from a competitive point of view but if social 
rounds are the best we can do, then it is better than nothing. 

 

So with no-one to sling muck at, I thought it would be a great time to  

reflect of some of the funnier happenings of the past, you know, hilarious little tid bits that we forget. 

For example, remember when Clive Barass purchased a new kitchen appliance. I think from memory a stove and we 
wanted a stainless steel appliance with that modern look. The purchase was done and the appliance installed but to 
Clive’s horror, it was blue. So a call to the dealer to complain about his blue appliance. The salesman, from memory 
may have been Trevor Sharpe, suggested he peel the plastic off and that would reveal the stainless steel.  

There are others that got caught with plastic, I remember Johnny Gannon buying a driver and couldn’t get over the 
funny fracture marks on the face. Funny that plastic does that when a ball is struck. While on Johnny Gannon, we had 
a game of golf at the Waitangi Golf Club in New Zealand one fine day. Lovely course and spectacular views over the 
Bay of Island. Sue, Johnny and myself lined up for a game. We paid our money and the pro said go out the back and 
select your clubs. A room full of matched golf club with all the top brands to choose from. I selected a set of Taylor 
Made R7s not sure what Johnny and Sue chose but off we headed.  

The ball came off my clubs really well and Sue was also striking the ball well, but Johnny, he was hitting them 
nowhere. All the front nine was a struggle and he was well done in the dollar. We stood on the 9 th tee, an uphill par 3 
with a bit of length. I struck a 4 iron to somewhere around pin high. Johnny thrashed a fairway wood short of the 
green. When we arrived at the green, he checked my clubs, there was no way that I could hit them that much further 
than him (those were the days when Johnny had a low handicap). He got me to check his, I picked out a club and said 
to Johnny, why did you pick out a set of ladies club? Yep, Sue and I had to wait on the 10 th Tee whilst Johnny went 
back to the clubhouse for men’s clubs. 

Another giggly story was from the travels of Trevor Stow. Trev went to Alaska one year and did a bit off touring 
around. The usual up to Mount McKinley, lunch at Chicken and so on. Trevor was returning south and decided to pre
-book his accommodation on-line. He made a booking at a chain motel, not a Super 6 but something along the same 
lines. He arrived at his destination and presented himself at reception to announce his arrival but alas there was no 
booking. Trevor was adamant he had booked and duly searched through his electronic contraption for his elusive 
booking. They found it ok only problem is that Trevor did not book in Alaska, he had booked in Arkansas!!! 

Now I promised myself that I would not mention Graeme Piera winning a hair dryer in the 70s, so I wont. 
Those were the funny old days when members donated prizes and the winner had to take pot luck, I recall 
winning a car radio in our tournament one year, donated by Doug Lujijic. I went up and thanked Doug and 
booked in to have the radio fitted but it did not fit. I said to “Muddy” just order one that fits and he said 
sorry but that radio has been on the shelf for a couple of years and I don’t want it back. At Tambo Valley 
one year, Pat Washington won an A Grade handicap event and he won an ashtray. Pat didn’t smoke so the 
ashtray departed the motor vehicle going over the bridge out of the golf course. 

Just so I don’t take aim at other people, I have to fess up to a fineable infraction recently. I completed a 
social round a couple of weeks back and lost my jumper. I went into Dom and asked whether a jumper had 
been handed in, but no. A week later, Dom came out and said that my jumper had been handed in by Jim 
Cugley. Off I headed for my game and when I got to the car park after my game, the jumper was again 
missing. I went back to inform Dom that if the same jumper arrives back, you know whose it is. The next 
round I headed out and whilst on the 2nd hole I saw Jim Cugley on the 5th and went across (not within a 100 
metres) and thanked him for finding but also to inform him to keep an eye out because I had again lost it. It 
was again found and returned to me by Ron Healey – who I thanked. 

Anyhow, with a bit of luck , we will again be playing competition golf. Fingers crossed. 

 

Chris. 
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LADY CAPTAIN’S REPORT AUGUST 2020 
Sue Wood 

Thank you to everyone for being so patient throughout the last couple of 

months. With competitions once again thwarted, it has been amazing to see so 

many still getting out to play, albeit in strange and confronting circumstances. It has been a 

massive undertaking to continually adapt and allow for play to continue along with the 

introduction of the mobile app Mi Score.  

 

Well done to Captain Marty and the many devotees behind the scenes. Congratulations also 

must go to Jeff and staff for a wonderful effort in accommodating the new timesheet 

arrangements and all whilst adapting to the new pro-shop and its workings. 

 

Although we have been playing “social” golf, it is important to stress that with a log 

jammed course, pace of play must still be at the forefront of our thinking. Please be mindful 

of the large number of players and pick up as in stableford and call through when warranted. 

  

I am extremely hopeful that by the time this goes to print we will be seeing some relaxation 

of the restrictions. Nevertheless, stay safe and keep on enjoying what we can do. 

Sue Wood 

Lady Captain 
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LADIES’ GOLF AUGUST 2020 
Lady President Jenny Ellis 

I wondering what I would be writing about this month. As I have only played 
two rounds since the last news letter, between working, weather, or not being 
fast enough to put my name down at a reasonable time slot. They are just a few 
of excuses I could come up with for not playing however they are just excuses. 
I am finding the “ lock down” is making me less motivated. I miss seeing all of you, hearing 
the laughter, stories, the “the buzz” that reverberates through the club house after a game. 
Soon! I hope some normality returns. 

This past month many of our members have been experiencing “lives” challenges. From the 
passing of precious little pets  or a  loved one, complications from a car accident, drastic 
health treatments and or supporting love ones through health issues. Remember just because 
we cannot see you or be with you to give you a big hug at this time due to the restrictions; 
our heartfelt thoughts and prayers go out to you all.  

I have been watching a lot of golf on the TV with my three and half year old grandson. Who 
is very disappointed when a thirty foot putt doesn’t go in, wants me to keep rewinding  
when the ball splashes into the water and refers to the course as “a park with holes”. 

 Wow! The Estrella Damm, Andaluca Masters! How close was that! Only a half a ball from 
the cup  was the margin. Martin Kaymer had his chances but poker face John Catlin hid his 
nerves well behind his sunglasses. During the event many of the players interviewed 
expressed how mentally challenging the course was. With the dog leg fairways, statically 
placed bunkers, the water hazard on the 17th, the weather conditions – blustery for the first 
two days and very dry heat last two days making putting a nightmare on the very fast 
greens. The course was defiantly one for the thinkers not the bashers.   

After watching so much golf I have become an expert……Oh yeah right! Jenny Crane 
whooped  me good and proper when we played last month.  I can honestly say, I got a lot of 
practice that day.  

Now Spring has sprung the course is looking good. In the next few days the GUR will be a 
distant memory. 

Many thanks Karen, Dom, Jeff, and all behind the counter for keeping your welcoming 
smile and inviting us all to hope for better days. 

PS: Keep this in your memory bank for next month:-  Just a reminder that due to Covid 
restrictions our Annual General Meeting  will be conducted a little bit different this year. 
More info to follow. Also, need a good excuse to dust away those cobwebs! How about 
nominating for the committee, hopefully next year we will be up and running with our feet 
barely touching the ground.  

 

Till next month, fingers crossed. (I win the raffle) 

Take care and happy hitting. 

Jenny. 
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SUNDAY GOLF– AUGUST 2020 
.. A Little Birdie Told Me 

 

Little did we know when 96 players hit off in a mixed 4BBB Stableford game on Sunday 
August 2nd that this would be our last competition for the foreseeable future. It was our 
first 4BBB competition for quite a while and we had an enthusiastic field of Sunday 
regulars and some new faces amongst the players who enjoyed fine weather. Even though 
we were still playing under the restrictions of no presentations, everyone was just happy to 
be able to play on our beautiful course and wave at the other players across the fairways 
when we saw them from the distance. 

 

At the end of a long day the Sunday Committee were somewhat dismayed to find that there 
was a problem with the computer program and we were unable to finalise the results. We 
appreciated the help of both Julie Lambert and Kerryn Clemm to try to help solve the 
problem but we had to delay finalising the results until Monday after Miclub were able to 
solve the problem.  

Our winners were Jenny Gibbs and Shirley Walters with a great score of 47 and our runners 
up were Sue Brook and Val Dent with 45 points. 

 

By the time of the next scheduled competition the following Sunday was due, we were back 
to Stage 3 restrictions and all competitions were cancelled. However we are grateful that 
currently we are able to still play on our course in a social golf format with two players to a 
group. 

We look forward to the resumption of our regular competitions, when we are able to do so 
safely and we will really appreciate the chance to spend time after golf socialising in our 
newly renovated clubhouse.  
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HISTORY  
Ron Healey - Historian 

EXCERPTS FROM MINUTE BOOK COMPRISING 349 PAGES DA-
TING FROM 6TH MARCH, 1947 TO 12TH SEPTEMBER 1957. 

At the Committee Meeting held at the Club House April 9, 1957 Mr Fred 
Morecroft was formally awarded Life Membership of the Club as Mr A.B. 
McArthur was present and able to make the proposal, Mr A Archibald spoke in support & 
had pleasure in seconding the motion.  Mr Morecroft accepted the honour with a brief 
response. 
 
Discussions were held regarding suitable recognition of Life Members and it was decided 
that a Life Membership board be procured and be suitably inscribed. 
 
Mention was made of the inadvertent breach of rules being made by new members, it was 
decided that committee men should be drawn with new members to correct their 
interpretation of the rules. 
At the May 7th 1957 Meeting Mr F Morecroft resigned from the position of Green’s 
Director and was appointed to the Match Committee.  Mr F Drake took over as Green’s 
Director and advised the meeting that recommendations put forward were already in force, 
and that it was decided that the only way to satisfactorily drain the 18th fairway was by a 
pipeline to the “swamp”, this matter was held over to a future meeting. 
The house committee raised the matter of firewood and it was resolved that 2 Tons be 
purchased from G. Playdell. 
The Secretary reported that the current weekly award rate for a Greenkeeper was 15 pounds 
3 shillings, it was moved that Mr Greenwood the greenkeeper be paid 16 pound 15 shillings 
from the first pay after the AGM. 
 
The necessary alterations to the Club Rooms was discussed and it was requested that the 
House Committee obtain costs with a view to proceeding in accordance with the plans. 
 
The next Meeting was June 3, 1957 and the Club House alterations were raised and it was 
decided to seek the services of Mr A Blythe to carry out the work which should be 
completed in 3 days. 
 
The next item was interesting, it was proposed that the Club become an agent for the selling 
of “Tatts Tickets” this proposal was withdrawn, however after discussion it was decided to 
provide a collection tin – the proceeds of which would go to the buying of tickets for the 
benefit of the club. (I wonder if this worked and how much the Club won out of Tatts, 
remember the days when 1st prize was 10000 pounds)  
The matter of the Club trailer was raised and because of difficulty in procuring tyres it was 
felt that a new axle would need to be fitted with 15” or 16” wheels, this was agreed however 
as top dressing of greens was imminent a trailer was needed immediately.  Mr J Anketell 
offered the use of his trailer until the Club one was fixed. 
The matter of the Swamp was discussed and the Greens & Match Committees were 
instructed to define the Swamp boundary with white pegs, the area inside the pegs be a 
water hazard. 
A brief discussion was held on the purchase of land for a new course and 2 proposals for 
land East of Bairnsdale were being looked at.  Pending further investigation this matter was 
held over. 
 



18 

 

Ron Healey  Historian 

At the Meeting on July 2nd 1957 it was advised that the alterations to the Club House had 
been satisfactorily been completed and that the Life Members board will be completed and 
mounted in two weeks.   
Reference was made to the buggy room being left unlocked resulting in some members’ 
equipment going missing.  It was resolved that the door be locked except on Saturdays.  
The matter of insurance was raised as to whether the policy covered members’ personal 
equipment, details to be reported at the next meeting. 
 
Mr Les Tipper was congratulated on the success of the Annual Ball with a profit of 79 
pounds 10 shillings being recorded.  Mrs J D Coates also received a mention for her 
production of the Cabaret floorshow at the ball. 
The President outlined the progress to date of an option over 100 acres at 100 pounds per 
acre for three months being portion of the Jim Ray property on the Paynesville Road.  No 
financial arrangements had yet been made and it was felt that the matter should be put to 
the members.  If the project be approved a special Financial Committee is to be appointed. 
Various aspects were discussed including costs of moving existing Club House, the high 
price per acre, probable revenue from sale of existing course, other financial sources, 
possible loss of membership, possibility of obtaining other land at a more reasonable price. 
It was also suggested that Mr Ray be approached to ascertain his interest in selling his 
whole property (300 acres) at a more reasonable acreage figure. 
 
It was moved that Mr Ray be approached with a view to purchasing the whole property 
and that a sworn valuation be obtained, costs of moving Club house and financing the 
project be investigated.  A group that had been involved in setting up Sale Golf Club had 
volunteered to provide estimates of costs to establish a Golf Course.  Answers to these 
questions were to be subject of a committee meeting was set down for July 16. 
 
At the July 16, 1957 Meeting a report from Drake & Swann valuers was received and Mr 
Potter advised the meeting that Mr Ray was not prepared to sell the whole of his property.  
Discussions were then held on finance, course preparation and layout.  Mr F Morecroft 
moved that an extraordinary meeting me called for 13th August, 1957 to decide on the 
proposed purchase of the land at Paynesville for the establishment of a new Golf Course.  
This was seconded by J Pallot and carried. 
It was also suggested that the committee do an unofficial canvas of members to establish 
what could reasonably be expected from debentures. 

HISTORY –Continued 
Ron Healey - Historian 
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HISTORY PHOTOS                                                                           

The group of players from the 1999 pro-am were fairly easily identifiable although a younger Joe 
Murphy had a few thinking, they were James Counihan, Ken Smith, Jeff Hathaway, Andrew Gibbins, 
Joe Murphy and Ewen Logan. 
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This month above I have a photo provided by Graeme Piera taken a few years back of 
well-remembered and respected members of the Club, don’t exactly know the year but it 
is a while since we have seen the white Tee Markers. A further four photos from the 
1999 Pro-am are also included.  I can identify the members in three of these photos but I 

On a further matter of history, for those members who are not aware, Virtual Honours 
Boards are available for viewing on the Club Website bairnsdalegolf.com.au They can 
be accessed by clicking on Members then Golf Honour Boards then Women, Men or 
Thursday to select the board you wish to view. 
 
 
My contact is rh1236@aussiebroadband.com.au or 0414535379 . 
Ron Healey 

HISTORY PHOTOS  -Continued                                                                         

mailto:rh1236@aussiebroadband.com.au
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Send any items to me at: 

smann@dahlsens.com.au 
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