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 Issue 67 APRIL 2020 

Following the easing of COVID-19 restrictions by the Victorian Government, the  
Bairnsdale Golf Course opened on Wednesday May 13th.   
Whilst this is tremendous news for the members, the club and the golfing community, 
there are still significant conditions which will apply to the manner in which we  
participate.  

The obvious mandatory social distancing regulations apply as well as new regulations relating to gatherings of more 
than 10 people or less.  
It's critical that all members and golfers adhere to the regulations, not only for health and safety reasons, but for the 
continuation of our sport. It's our information that the local police will be more than willing to fine players and clubs in 
the event of a breach. 

After nearly two months bunkered down, golf and bowls has returned to our Club. 

While we have been away, the work has continued non-stop with so much being achieved both 

on our beautiful course, and in the Clubhouse. 

A big thank you to everyone who contributed in any way to the improvements we will all enjoy  

with the resumption of our sports. 
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Dear Member, 

Following the easing of COVID-19 restrictions by the Victorian Government, the Bairnsdale Golf Course will open for 

golf from 8am Wednesday May 13th . Whilst this is tremendous news for the members, the club and the golfing  

community, there are still significant conditions which will apply to the manner in which we participate. The obvious 

mandatory social distancing regulations apply as well as new regulations relating to gatherings of more than 10 people 

or less. It's critical that all members and golfers adhere to the existing and below regulations, not only for health and 

safety reasons, but for the continuation of our sport. It's our information that the local police will be more than willing to 

fine players and clubs in the event of a breach. 
 

Bookings for the next seven days will be open from 3pm today (Tuesday May 12th ). You can place a booking by 

using the online booking system or by calling the golf shop or office. To book by phone, the golf shop will only be open 

from 8am to 3pm Monday - Friday and 8am to 5pm Saturday & Sunday. Bookings are mandatory for both member 

social and competition games, under no circumstances will roll-ups be permitted to play and will be turned away  

regardless of availability. 

Arrive to the first tee no more than 10 minutes before your tee off time, if you plan on warming up on the range prior 

to play, try to time your warm up so that you have no more than 10 minutes between the range and teeing off. 
 

Membership category restrictions still apply. For example, 3-day members can only play on Monday Tuesday and 

Friday and Non Competition members can only play outside of traditional competition times. 

For the foreseeable future, we will be utilising a single tee start from the first tee. 

The course will be open every day for tee off between 8am and 3pm. Under no circumstances can play commence 

before 8am or after 3pm. Member social play can be played anytime between 8am and 3pm, seven days a week. The 

course is only open to members for the first seven days, green fee players will be allowed on the course once we have 

a good understanding of the demand for peak days and times. 

Whilst playing golf 

• Do not remove and avoid touching flags. A foam noodle has been placed at the bottom of each cup making it easy 

to retrieve your ball without touching the flag. 

•Bunker rakes have been removed, you can choose to prefer your lie in a bunker within a handspan for no penalty. 

When you exit a bunker, please smooth it over with your club or foot as best you can. 

•Ball washers and drinking fountains must not be used and have been isolated. 
 

Competitions for the next seven days will follow the below formats, these are designed to provide maximum access 

to all of our members: 

Monday No competition 

Tuesday 18 Hole Medley Stableford Competition between 8am and 12:30pm 

Wednesday 18 Hole Medley Stableford Competition between 8am and 12:30pm 

Thursday 18 Hole Medley Stableford Competition between 8am and 12:30pm 

Friday 9 Hole (Front 9) Pro Shop Competition between 8am and 3pm 

Saturday 18 Hole Medley Stableford Competition between 8am and 12:30pm 

Sunday 18 Hole Medley Stableford Competition between 8am and 12:30pm 

Date: May 13th. 2020 
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** A Medley competition is a single competition for both men and women. As an example, there won't be a women's 

competition on Wednesday or a men's competition on Thursday, both days will have a medley which allows for both 

genders to play on the same day, in the same competition. 
 

Grades: 

0-60 players 1 grade 

61-90 players 2 grades (Evenly split into 50% of the field in each grade) 

91 + 3 grades (Evenly split into 33% of the field in each grade) 
 

Ball run to be 25% of the field, PLUS an additional four balls to offset the lack of the NTP's. 
 

Results of each days competition will most likely be processed and released the morning after the competition  

completes. 
 

After you have completed your game and submitted your score (if playing a competition) please leave the club  

without delay. 
 

Please refrain from handshaking after the game and avoid betting in a physically transferable currency. 

Do not select betting partners by throwing golf balls into the air or any similar sharing method. 
 

The club's driving range is open as per usual operations, range balls can be purchased at the golf shop.  The range 

will be limited to a maximum of ten people at any one time. The practice putting green is also open, this is restricted to 

four people at any one time. 
 

Alcohol will not be available for purchase from the golf shop. We also remind members that BYO is not an option so 

please do not bring alcohol onto the premises. 
 

For the first seven days, fresh food such as salad rolls will not be available, however we are working on a system 

beyond the first week. 
 

Golf carts can be used by two people if they live under the same roof, otherwise single use only. There are no golf 

carts for hire at the club. 
 

Those members that still have outstanding credits at the golf shop, must use it before the close of business Sunday 

June 14th . Any credit left with the golf shop after June 14th will be forfeited. 
 

Bowls information relating to re-opening the greens is on the Bowls Victoria website and has been advised to our 

bowling members.  

Despite the volume of restrictions, we are very grateful for the opportunity to return to play and look forward to seeing 

you on the course. We would also like to point out that the above conditions will be reviewed regularly as per the 

State Governments position and the clubs gathered experience. 

Kind Regards, 

Jeff Graham, on behalf of the Committee of Management. 

  Date: May 13th. 2020 
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MANAGER’S REPORT - APRIL 2020  

Jeff Graham 

Hello Members 

As I type this report, we have some clarity and have returned to the sport 

and club we miss and enjoy.  In a continuation of last months report, I'll 

start by providing an update on the works in the clubhouse. 
 

Bar:  Dom has essentially completed the bar renovations and they look amazing, the 

images below don't do the final results justice. Throughout the process Dom learnt 

many new skills and we think he did a tremendous job, when you finally get the 

chance to see him, give him a pat on the back.  The total cost of the bar renovation 

was a meagre $1,100, the vast majority of that was the stainless steel shelving unit 

now mounted on the wall. 

Golf shop relocation: We are approximately half way through the changes to the 

spike bar in anticipation of the club commencing management on July 1st.  

The works are really coming along and we anticipate completion in mid June. 

Roof:  Wayne Reddaway has completed painting and patching up the Clubhouse 

roof, it looks magnificent but the images I have taken don’t really do it justice.  

Make sure you lift your head up and take a gander when you first arrive at the Club.   

Wayne arranged fundraising via a number of members which paid for the vast  

majority, we can't thank him and assistant Daryl Newell enough for their effort. 
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 MANAGER’S REPORT - APRIL 2020 (cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Course/Bowling Greens: Craig's report details the total works the staff have undertak-

en along with some great pictures.  The course really is coming up a treat and the 

break has provided a unique opportunity for grass to grow in areas it has previously 

struggled.  
 

Office & Management:  The main area of focus over the past three weeks has been 

the 2020-21 financial year budget.  We have successfully completed the first draft 

which has been circulated to the COM for discussion.   

There will be some considerable changes to this coming years' budget, it's hard to  

imagine there won't be a significant economic impact to the region in the months 

and years to follow so we are being prudent where possible.  

Dining 
Bowls 

A reminder of the new floor plan. 

My next report will probably be  

after the re-opening of the sport,  

so I want to take this opportunity  

to thank the vast majority of  

the members for their patience 

and understanding.  
 

The staff and Committee have 

been absolutely tremendous 

through this difficult time and are 

to be commended.   
 

I'm sure the club will return to  

normal operations in the not too 

distant future, I'm really looking 

forward to seeing everyone (anyone 

to be honest!) again, I certainly 

won't take for granted a friendly 

smile or g'day ever again.   
 

See you soon  - Jeff Graham 
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CAPTAIN’S REPORT - APRIL 2020 

Marty Farrelly 

Hello all from isolation.  Hopefully by the 

time you read this we are back playing 

golf.  Since we last played Denis Sing has 

taken up the role of Vice-Captain.   

Denis has had two years experience on 

the Sunday Committee which will serve 

him well as he steps into his new role,  

as well as maintaining his position on the 

Sunday Committee.  I know you will all 

give Denis the same support you’ve given 

me over the past 12 months.  

While we’ve been in lockdown we have  

 

had to suspend the Club 

Championships as well as 

missing the qualifying rounds 

for the singles and 4BBB 

match play knockout competitions.   

As soon as possible, and we can start 

playing competitions again, the Match 

Committee will get together and try to  

reschedule these events later in the year.  

Thank you for your patience over this 

time. I look forward to seeing you on the 

course in the near future.  

                                            Marty. 

LADIES’ GOLF- APRIL 2020 

Lady President Jenny Ellis 

Hi everyone.  

This is just a short note to say we are almost there. 

  Social golf could be just around the corner however competition my 

take a while longer to resume.  

I spend most of my time these days either looking for my reading glasses which 

are usually on my head or scratching my ears because my hearing aids are play-

ing up. Bring back golf where I do not wear either and I can just walk around smil-

ing enjoying the peace and quite. I must admit that when golf restarts,  

I will do so with a clear conscience after all the house has been spring cleaned, 

freezer is full, the garden is prepared for spring. 

The only practice I have done has been in my head. Gosh! I have driven 

STRAIGHT down the fairway, my approach shots are to die for hardly had to chip 

because I was on the green in regulation, only one putt .. yeah! Dream on.. 

Sue Bayley is leading the way in inspiring us all with her daily long walks.  I have 

seen Ruth Engel power walking along river bank.  We hope all goes well for Ange-

la Boyd with her knee op.  Gea Tyers and Judy Hickey keep me amused with their 

postings on Facebook.  

Congratulations to Angela Fleischer, 10 years with the Bendigo Bank.   

Judy Stewart is enjoying the arrival of baby lambs some which have to be bottle 

feed keeping her and family on their toes. 

I hope when the restrictions are lifted, everyone goes out and supports our won-

derful sponsors who all must be doing it tough.  

I wish you all the best and hope to see you on the course soon.   

Cheers, Jenny  
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THURSDAY GOLF - APRIL 2020 

Chris Savige 

Hello all and congratulations to everyone.  No, not for being patient in these unusual 

times, but for the first time ever, everyone played to their handicap.  Not one player 

had their GA adjusted – have to be a record. 
 

So no results to wade through and no NAGAs to decree.  So a few tales to tell and if 

you trawl social media, plenty of members have taken up stupid things to pass the   

                           time of day. 
 

On the 10th April Greg Kerr put up a quiz on how well people know him.   

It was a mixed bag of questions with multiple answers of which one answer was false. 

The first questions was, I have not played which of these sports – tennis, golf, cricket, squash, indoor 

cricket, soccer, netball and darts.  An interesting mix of wasted talent and given how well we know 

Greg, you are tempted to eliminate any sport that is played in the elements.  His record of finishing a 

game of golf during a moist period is Nil.  To further tease the correct answer, you would assume 

cricket is correct so that eliminates those two sports.  You would pick netball as it may be played  

indoors along with squash.  You don’t have to run far either and as for darts, well he lives in front of 

a dartboard.   

Tennis is a sport designed for agoraphobic squash players so that leaves soccer.  Not exactly a  

manly sport so that is the pick.  Watch next newsletter for the correct answer. 
 

As part of my secretarial duties I come across a variety of correspondence, generally in the form  

of emails.  I intercepted an email from Ron Healey to the Maffra Golf Club and the essence of the 

message was as follows –  

“We had to cancel the challenge between our Clubs and I have had to cancel our Challenge against 

Orbost because of the Virus.  Unfortunately under the current circumstances it will be difficult to fit 

these events in later this year.  So I am suggesting we cancel these challenges for 2020.   

The exception is the Ron Healey 4 Club challenge which is scheduled for Thursday November 19 at 

Lakes.” 

Got the picture.  Scrap all them other “memorial” trophies of people we don’t know but leave the  

biggy.  I shot Ron a quick email and here is his response –  

“Yeah well you have to keep the important things going.  I must have behaved last Month didn’t 

make your column”. 

Go figure, he justifies his keeping the RH Cup and then has a crack at me because I omitted him 

from last month’s newsletter.  Boy, I have had correspondence via Jeff complaining about being in 

the newsletter but never have I been rebuked for missing someone out. 
 

News around town is that Phil Soulsby and Rob Barton successfully completed their self isolation 

and cases in East Gippsland did not register a point after they had finished.  I also heard from a 

noisy little birdy that Angela Boyd did herself an injury whilst she was power walking.  Thank god 

Kenny doesn’t do that, we haven’t enough black and yellow tape to surround all the hazards.   

Pete Lessels stairway is only now safe for sober people! 
 

We need to get back to golf as I did read a letter to the editor in the local paper…….seems Noel  

Roberts has far too much time on his hands. 
 

Well the big date of 11th May is looming and with a bit of luck hopefully some measures will be  

relaxed and we can get back to golf.  We should max out all our fields, given the grey nomads will 

probably have to hang around this winter and slow us regular golfers down.   
 

Look forward to seeing you all when the restrictions are lifted.   
 

And all my dollars have been in isolation for six weeks and are COVID 19 free, I expect everyone else 

to be the same.   

In fact I have had three fifty dollar bills in my wallet since golf broke up and they are still there – 

there is a message there! 
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 COURSE MANAGEMENT REPORT - APRIL 2020 

Craig Rimington 

The Course staff have been utilizing the closure as best we can.  We have under-
taken many jobs which would have caused significant disruption had the course 
been operating as normal.  Majority of the work has revolved around turf replace-
ment and continuing the Fescue collar program.   
 

General maintenance has taken place on all surfaces during this time as well as allowing for 
many spray applications and cultural practices.    
Mild weather, combined with good rainfall and no foot or cart traffic, made almost instant im-
provement to all turf surfaces. 
Course Works and Practices undertaken during April have included: removal of Couch grass, 
replacement with Fescue grass greens collars 14

th
 and 17

th
; greens verti–draining; greens aera-

tion, using contractor Air2G2 Machine; turfing of green fronts fairways 9
th
 and 18th Couch grass, 

removal of Kikuyu;     irrigation repairs, this time has allowed us to catch up on all repairs; IPM 
spray management programs; Couch grass laying 15

th
 greens surround, removing of Kikuyu; 

Kikuyu controls greens surrounds; installation of barrier around 15
th
 green on Fescue collar; 

bunker enhancement to redirect water run-off from heavy rains 15
th
 RHS; verti–draining of high 

traffic areas on fairways and greens surrounds. 
Greens 
The greens are in great condition.  During April the greens received two x 8mm tine verti-drains 
and two sand dustings.  Upcoming greens maintenance will include contract aeration Air2G2 
machine.  This practice injects high pressure air into the greens at a depth of 30cm which, on 
average, applies around 22,000 lts of air into the profile, fracturing the compaction allowing for 
air and water movement deep into the greens soils. 
The greens have had one application of liquid calcium and growth regulator following aeration. 
Tees  
The Tees have benefited the most from the closure with nearly all blemishes recovered and 
worn trafficked areas healthy.    
Fairways 
General maintenance has taken place for the month, an insecticide application timed with good 
recent rainfall gave great results with Black Beetle control.   
We also solid tine aerated select areas on Fairways to relieve compaction. 
Vegetation 
General clean- up of fallen branches, limbs and bark in roughs, from strong winds during April/
May. 
Bowling Greens 
Both Bowls greens are in great condition, and have a fantastic cover of grass heading into  
winter.  We continue our monthly fertilizer applications and monitor greens for weed and moss 
controls.   
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 Stan is pictured (centre), with two of his golfing mates,  
Jim Cugley and Bill Cromb. 

COURSE MANAGEMENT REPORT - APRIL 2020 (cont.) 

Bunkers 
General bunker maintenance has 
taken place including; spraying for 
weeds and grasses, sand/addition 
leveling on bunker bases. This 
month sand has been pulled down 
from bunker faces. 
We have also made some minor 
shaping changes to the 15

th
 RHS 

greens bunker. 
This work tied in with the couch 
install and will benefit this bunker 
when we get heavy rain helping to 
deflect the run off from the start of 
the 16

th
. 

Machinery 
Scheduled maintenance is being carried out on all machinery as required, end of season major 
servicing to commence.  The Front end loader is currently away requiring some much need 
maintenance. 
Rainfall 
April 2019          4mm   (no. rain days 1) 
Year to date 2019       97mm 
 

April 2020                  96mm (no. rain days 10)  
Year to date 2020       302mm 
Works Program for May 2020 to include:- 
Preparation for all Club and corporate events Golf and Bowls; end of season machinery servicing  
maintenance; Kikuyu controls fairways, green surrounds, roughs; vegetation management; IPM control  
program; re-seeding of Fescue nursery @ work sheds; installation of solid pipe drainage across 17th   
carry-way open drain; remedial works to collapsed sleeper wall rear 4th tee and any issues which may  
arise from Committee meeting.  Works program may vary due to weather conditions. 
 Craig Rimington   
 Course Superintendent 

VALE - STAN JONES 

It is with great sadness to inform you that Stan Jones passed away Tuesday, 7th. April at Opal, 
Paynesville, where he had been a resident for the past three years. 
Stan loved the Bairnsdale Golf Club, playing in every Thursday and Saturday men's events.   
One of his thrilling highlights was his only Hole-in-One on our 4th. hole on 4th. April 2016. 
 

Stan was also responsible for a great amount of building and reconstruction at the Club, which he  
happily carried our voluntarily with his golfing mates e.g. cart sheds, new meeting room and concert 
stage. 

 
He will be sadly missed by his wife Jeannie and both 
their families. 
 

Jeannie has expressed a wish to celebrate Stan's life 
at the Bairnsdale Golf Club when circumstances  
permit. 
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MY NURSING CAREER - SUE BAYLEY  

In September 1944 I popped my head out into the big world at the Bairnsdale 

Hospital.  My parents, Peg and Kitch, already had my two brothers, Lyn and  

Robin and worked hard for their young family. 
 

I attended 754 Primary School and the Bairnsdale High School, completing From 

4 which enable me to get into nursing .. this was all I wanted to do, thanks to be-

ing introduced to the 'Sue Barton' nursing books in my childhood. 

I completed my three-year training at the Bairnsdale District Hospital in 1964. 
 

It was a wonderful time of my life and 'living-in' was compulsory, which meant that we all got to 

know one another very well and so formed life-long friendships.  Mr. Clive Levis was the surgeon at 

the time of my training and he was instrumental in giving me extra tuition in the operating room as 

I showed great interest in this speciality.  I then spent three years at St. Vincent's  

Hospital in Melbourne, where I did a partial staff year, and then applied to do an operating room 

course. 
 

During that time, the Vietnam war had broken out and the Government were asking hospitals  

to send medical teams to assist with civilian casualties.  I asked my parents' thoughts about me 

applying as I was not yet 21, and they said they would 'not stand in my way.'  After all, it was  

unlikely I would be sent by St. V's as I was not a Catholic, I had not trained at St. V's, and there were 

400 applicants anyway.  Months later, Mother Mary Agatha summoned me to her office and told 

me to go and get my vaccinations - I was to be a member of the third team to Long Xuyen in South 

Vietnam!  Excitement!!  Both my brothers were in the Navy and serving in the South China Sea off 

the Vietnam coast. 
 

Our team was six nurses, a pathologist, radiologist, radiographer, two general surgeons, a physi-

cian, and an anaesthetist.  We worked wonderfully well as a team, and lived in a huge mansion 

near the hospital.  We worked long hours, and saw horrific sights as well as some wonderful  

outcomes from our work.  I spent an extended six months in total, because a nurse became ill and I 

replaced her as a member of the fourth team as well. 

I had a diverse role as I was able to work in both pre, and post operation wards, in the operating 

room, and as well give nurses lectures on basic hygiene, nutrition etc.  I was taught to give chloro-

form drip anaesthetics, and was also in charge of the recovery room.  

We had many deaths - many patients had never seen a doctor, and the complications we encoun-

tered were only briefly mentioned in text books.  Beds were simple straw mats, with three patients 

to a bed!  Patients loved ones would come in at night to care for them as there were not enough 

staff.  Nurses tending to patients after hours took many minutes to weave through families' mosqui-

to nets, and stoves brought in to cook meals and boil water.  Many patients and families travelled 

for days by boat, bike, or on foot as roads were inaccessible. 
 

We were pleased that the Vietnamese people thought highly of the 'Uc-Daloi' (Aust. doctors).  The 

Royal Melbourne Hospital team which preceded us had earned a great reputation. 
 

We were never in danger from gunfire, although we could hear it some kilometres away. 

 

The American forces were responsible for out safety, and 

had their post not far from us.   

We had some social functions with them, and if we  

ventured downtown for a haircut or to have our nails 

done, they would take us in armoured vehicles with guns 

and sandbags on board.  I loved every day, and even 

though our help was a mere drop in the ocean, it gave 

people new life and hope. 

 

I have since been back to Vietnam, and all the memories 

came flooding back. 
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After returning to Australia in 1967, I did my Midwifery training at the hospital in Subiaco W.A. and 

was there when the Mekering earthquake hit; chaos reigned as cots flew about the nursery!   

I then consolidated my Midwifery training by going to the Royal Women's Hospital in Sydney,  

spending another two years in the Labour Ward  gaining a wealth of knowledge and experience. 
 

CANADA 

In 1970, a friend and I left to spend a year working in Canada.  I stayed for seven years! 

I spent three years working in the Operating Room at the Montreal General Hospital, a very progres-

sive hospital attached to the McGill University.  I was involved in some experimental procedures that 

have now proved to be of great benefit.  It was a great part of Canada.   
 

In 1973, I decided to leave Montreal, and not wanting to go home I applied to the 

Government for a job 'up North'.  They wrote back and said I was going to 

'Tuktoyaktuk.'  I had no idea how to pronounce the name, let alone where it was!  

Montreal was my home but in time, I was on my way north.   

My thoughts were running wild, when suddenly the plane lurched and the pilot  

informed us that we had just crossed the Arctic Circle.  How exciting!  Way up 

north and still further to go!  Four hours later we landed in Inuvik, a large mining 

town and the hub of the Western Arctic.   I was taken to a hospital, where, for the 

next few days I was advised of some of the work carried out at the Nursing  

Stations in the settlements.  A DC3 aircraft then whisked me further north.  We 

made our approach over the Arctic Ocean and landed on a gravel airstrip. 

Tuk, as we called it, turned out to be an Eskimo village of 600 Inuit residents, situated on the mouth 

of the McKenzie River, and on the shores of the Arctic Ocean. 

Well, inside the Arctic Circle, the Nursing Station had two outpatient rooms, an emergency room, a 

labour ward, a paediatric room with two cots and a bed, and a room with an X-Ray machine. 

I attended the University of Alberta in Edmonton, and completed a four month intensive Nurse  

Practitioner Course, probably equivalent to a fourth year Medical student.  It was a wonderful Course, 

and upon my return to Tuk I felt much more competent in treating my patients. 
 

Every few months, visiting specialist would hold clinics in the settlements.  We would set up  

Cardiology clinics, Orthopaedics, Paediatrics, Ophthalmology, Gynaecology, Otolaryngology and  

Dentistry, so the people up north were not neglected at all. 
 

Later, I was sent further north to Sach's Harbour, which is an island three hundred miles from Tuk, 

across the Beaufort Sea.  My job was to hold a Clinic, and catch up with immunizations, as the  

permanent nurse had left.   

One experience, I was getting ready to do home visiting when there was a knock at the door.  A 

young chap was distressed with toothache.  I assessed the tooth and found it to be rotten, but not 

abscessed.  Dear me!  I quickly glanced at the 'ABC of Dentistry' book and tried to look calm.  He sat 

in the chair.  Alas, the wheels were not locked and over he went - on his head!  I prayed that he was 

knocked out, as I had dealt with that situation before, but never an extraction!   

Not to be, he gathered himself from the floor, and stunned, he sat down.  My knees went to jelly as I 

injected the local, somewhere in his mouth.  I had a smoke and chatted as if I knew all about dentis-

try!  Much to my dismay, the block had taken.  I began easing this beastly thing from its home.  I felt 

a crunch!  Did I have it all?  My fears left as the tooth appeared intact, and all in the clutches of the 

forceps!  My patient was thrilled and thankful, and I had done my first and last extraction! 
 

I was going to the North for one year, and finished up spending four.  At times when overwork would 

make me feel like resigning, something or someone would change my mind.  Starting programs 

such as Alcohol Education or seeing the mortality rate drop, would contribute to my decision to stay. 

I loved the North and the people, but the time came when I decided to come back home to Australia.  

The work was the most rewarding I have ever done, and I have wonderful memories of the people, 

and the children I had delivered at the Station.  Job satisfaction in a must.  I found that in the North. 

I returned to Bairnsdale in 1977, much to my parents' delight - I had come home to roost!  

I retired in June 1999 after having been the Night Supervisor at the Bairnsdale Hospital for the previ-

ous 19 years.  My leisure time is taken up with travel, golf, lawn bowls, enjoying the company of 

friends, and being a part of the St. John's Church community.  I have been truly blessed with having 

had such a varied life, and being able to grasp all the opportunities which have come my way. 
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 My Bairnsdale Golf Club History  -  David Pollard 
Many of you will only know me as the guy who turned up as the Treasurer, out of the 

blue, six years ago.  However, I have been knocking around the Bairnsdale Golf Club for 

close on 45 years. 

My parents, Peter and Clare Pollard, were from Maffra and Swifts Creek/Sale respective-

ly and made Melbourne their home for the first 10 years of their marriage. 
 

Late 1973 my parents moved to Bairnsdale, bringing their three young children with 

them, and bought what was then known as the ‘Bairnsdale Sport Depot’ (which was right 

next door to the ‘Bank of New South Wales - Westpac).  I thought I would drop a few  

          ‘throw backs’ in for the oldies! 

As an aside, my parents eventually sold the ‘Bairnsdale Sports Depot’, to none other than Clive Barrass.  
 

Dad and Mum joined the Golf Club quite quickly and settled into varying roles within it.  When I could  

convince him, Dad would take me on a Saturday to caddy for him.  I don’t ever remember making it past 

the 3rd tee actually caddying, and thus began Dad’s long-term reference to ‘carrying David around the golf 

course’. 
 

Around this time I simply fell in love with golf, and made a strategic ‘trade’ with my older brother.  We 

had one of those yellow and blue blow up dingy type boats, half each.  He also had a cut down 7 iron.  The 

trade was simple, my half of the boat for his 7 iron. The trade was done!  Big brother went on to own  

40-foot cruisers and I now have two 7 irons! 
 

In either 1978 or 1979, when my father was President at Bairnsdale GC, a significant  

decision was made which impacted not only me, but pretty well every Junior golfer who 

followed.  Dale Cadd was appointed as the Club Professional. 

While I am sure Dale achieved much much more, he had a focus on Junior golf.  

We would all turn up on a Saturday morning, the early crew being Andrew and Scott 

McCallum (Marg and Peter’s two boys), Paul Parker, Tony and David Pollard, Barry 

Hoskin, Mark and Chris Howlett and many more. 

We’d all line up on the ‘old driving range’ now the Couch nursery and get our Saturday morning lessons. 

Imagine if you can, a bunch of Junior golfers, then the old guys playing in the afternoon, all practicing 

along side of the 1st fairway.  With lots of people who ‘hit it left’, you would tee off on the first and not be 

guaranteed you could find your golf ball in the middle of the fairway! 

After the lessons we progressed to playing seven holes out on the course (leaving six and seven).  

Imagine how far a hole like the 3rd felt like when you were 10!  Some of us would then stay around and 

caddy for the guys in the afternoon competition. 
 

Whilst I caddied for a few different people, I mostly remember caddying for Graeme Piera (at the height of 

his powers). This led to a mentor relationship that made a big difference to my golf, for which I am most 

thankful.  Makes it a little hard when I take his $1 from him from time to time! 

By this time, the core Juniors had developed into Paul Parker, David Claridge, Barry Hoskin, Andrew  

Gibbons, Stephen Gibbons and Gerry Ward.  A great bunch of guys who I still look forward to catching up 

with. 
 

From, say, 1984 onwards Bairnsdale GC really stepped up to it concerning Junior golf.  They created  

history by being the first Club to put two sides in one division of Pennant, C East.  Barry, David, Andrew, 

Stephen and me.  The President and Captain took turns driving us to Pennant on their own time! 

My 1st ever game of Pennant was at Orbost GC, against Tambo Valley GC.  I drew Mick Elliott.  I made 

the mistake of out driving him on the 1st hole and his mates let him know it.  The result, 6/4…loss!  After 

20 years he did stop reminding me of it, he now just looks and smiles. He knows, I know, and we leave it 

at that. 
 

During this period, my main memories, the ones I treasure now, are the ones when Graeme Piera, having 

just won the Club Championship, asked me to partner him in the 4BBB knock out, which we won.   
 

Now, at that age I had two golfing gods, Jack Nicklaus and Graeme Piera.  Yes folks, I was left speechless. 

I remember Geoff Johnston giving me tips all the time - how to play match play, not giving up and that it 

is never over.  Today they call it ‘grinding’, then I called it playing tough like Johnno! 
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I remember Bruce Savige telling me how he hit it out of bounds on 14….back over his head.  I tell that  

story most times I play 14! 
 

I remember Bill Cooper, Graeme Piera, Phil Nielsen, Barry Brand, Peter Davidson, the good golfers at 

BGC always including us in their golf games and practice. 

I remember Phil Nielsen (as an adult now understanding), protecting me from myself and really being far 

too nice to me than I sometimes deserved. 

I remember Rex Estoppey helping me with my golf game and my ‘life game’.  Rex was, and still is, a 

good mate of my Dad’s.  I would get dropped off at Rex’s during the school holidays and then we would 

go out and play 18 holes either together or with others.  He always helped me with my golf and if I needed 

to be reminded of my manners, he never shied away from helping me there as well. 
 

By 1989, after devoting 1988 to becoming the best golfer I could with a vie of getting a Golf Pro  

traineeship, I realised I was not destined to be the next Greg Norman.  I wound down my golf that year. 
 

Halfway through 1989, at 19 years of age, I met a young lady who showed me I was yet to start living.   

We married and eventually made our way to Melbourne, had two children, and in 2002 I returned to 

Bairnsdale bringing my young family with me. 
 

It wasn’t until 2014, when I was contacted and asked to consider being the Treasurer at Bairnsdale GC, 

that I considered returning to playing golf with any real regularity.   

In my 25 years away from golf, I always had a set of clubs somewhere, playing maybe three times a year.  

I always snuck on Bairnsdale GC with Mum on Christmas Day for nine holes, but never joined up  

anywhere. 
 

When asked to be Treasurer, I was visiting my mate near San Antonio in America.  I had started my own 

business and therefore had a little bit more flexibility work wise.  I emailed Dad about it (he remains my 

number one mentor and influence) and he sent his very first email in replying.  He said a ‘new guy’  

Stephen Mann was to become President and he had heard nothing but good things about Steve!   

So, I thought, why not?  I am so glad I did.  I met so many new people and made so many new friends, but 

I can’t tell you how much of a positive impact being back at Bairnsdale GC has had on me, personally and 

professionally. 
 

To sit at the table as the Treasurer and have Stephen Mann sitting right there next to you, bringing so 

much knowledge and experience about Finance with him, it really does rub off. 
 

Making so many new friends, Bretty, Cotto, Rimmo, Paz, Johanna, Sue and Fi (I honestly don’t know 

which one scares me the most).  Reconnecting with old mates like Big Bad Bazza, Sexy Rexy, Johnno and 

GP.  It has really had a big impact on me. 
 

I was inspired to write this brief history of David after reading Willo’s piece in the last Newsletter.  

A way to keep in contact, to keep connected with you all.  I put up a lot of the Facebook posts and always 

try to have a little laugh but also get a little chatter going with the comments.  I am always amazed at how 

much everyone else loves being in and around Bairnsdale GC. 
 

Bairnsdale GC and its members have helped shape who I am as a person.  From the golfers who included 

me, and us, back in the ‘80s who showed me how to treat others and Juniors. They inspired me to pay it 

forward now, to my new mates, who I simply love chatting to and playing golf with.  
 

Oh, I nearly forgot Jeffrey, our trusty General Manager.  I remember when we were 

named ‘Vic Golf Club of the Year’ in 2017.  Craig Rimington, Stephen Mann and I 

had gone to represent the Club.  

Jeff was named ‘PGA Manager of the Year’ and on his way out, he came over to me 

and jokingly said that if we needed a GM, he had a holiday home in Paynesville.  I 

laughed and said we were advertising in three weeks and introduced him to Stephen.  

The rest they say, is history.  I am glad for Bairnsdale GC that he stopped for a chat, but I am gladder (I 

had ‘more glad’ but Word changed it) for me that he did.   

The two things I am most proud of in my time so far at Bairnsdale GC, is being part of the group who  

recommended we employ Craig Rimington and Jeff Graham. 

Without a doubt, I have gained more out of my time at Bairnsdale GC that it has gained from me. 

David. 
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Our Sponsors Are 

Our Partners 
 

Coming out of this 

difficult time for  

the economy, our 

Sponsors will need 

our support more 

than ever. 

Whether they be  

major, or weekly 

event sponsors, they 

are all the life-blood 

of our Club. 
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Remember To 

Shop Local And 

Help Our  

Community  

Thrive 
 

Whenever you use 

our Sponsors, please 

thank them for  

assisting our Club,  

and put in a good 

word for them with 

your friends. 
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HISTORY  

Ron Healey - Historian 

EXCERPTS FROM MINUTE BOOK COMPRISING 349 PAGES  

DATING FROM 6TH MARCH, 1947 TO 12TH SEPTEMBER 1957. 
 
Meeting at Club House held August 10, 1954 with President Mr R H Archibald in  

the chair.  Mr Burns reported that the Associates had conducted a working bee and had  

painted walls and cupboards in the kitchen as well as the south and north walls of the  

dining room.  The Associates requested that the members paint the ceiling and the east 

wall. 

The President and Secretary were required to find the Constitution of the Bairnsdale Golf 

Club and present it to the solicitor Brendon McGuiness & Co. 

The lockers mentioned in earlier Minutes were delivered, but only ten not 20 as originally 

ordered.  These were allocated to the first ten applicants. 

The Treasurer reported that the Club deficit had been reduced by 525 pounds to 910 pounds and assured 

members that the Club would be in a commendable position financially if these efforts were sustained. 

The Secretary was to write to Carlton & United Breweries to notify of the upcoming tournaments and the 

Club’s wish for a grant of 12 x 18 gallon kegs. 
 

8 new Members and 9 Associates were inducted at this meeting. 
 

It was requested that 12 new keys for the Club House be cut and sold at cost, plus sixpence (interesting). 
 

Meeting at Club House held September 14, 1954 was provided with the information that more lockers 

were available and that existing locker holder members were requested to send in their cheques for 8 

pounds at their earliest convenience.  The house committee reported that the dressing room could  

comfortably hold 24 lockers if double banked 36. These would be placed around the walls with coat  

hanger stands in the centre of the room. 
 

Mr McArthur had made an offer to show some films on Central Australia at the Club House, it was 

moved that it be placed in the hands of the Social Committee to arrange this function. 
 

Thanks were extended to the Social Committee at the Meeting of October 12, 1954 for their splendid  

organisation of closing day using Mr McArthur’s Central Australian films.  Mr K T Dahlsen was thanked 

for loaning and operating his projector for the evening. 
 

The Treasurer’s report was not healthy as the payment for the sewerage had to be made and they were 

again in the red to the extent of approximately 1400 pounds. 

The Greens committee advised that the 8th 9th and 10th greens urgently needed water, it was requested that 

the Secretary contact the Shire Engineer to see that water be made available.  It was also requested that a 

Mr Drake be contacted for advice on using pasture harrows on the second fairway. 
 

At the Meeting held at Club House November 9, 1954 The Treasurer had more bad news in that he had 

done an estimate and with costs ahead he anticipated that the Club would have a debit balance of approxi-

mately 1900 pounds by March 31, 1955.  (I think this must have floored the committee as the meeting 

was over within an hour).  The only interest in the December Meeting was that the Treasurer should not 

forget to pay the usual 20 pound Xmas bonus to the Greenkeeper Mr Greenwood. 
 

In General Business at the February 18, 1955 meeting the proposed new rules and constitution had been 

received from Brendon McGuiness & Co and the Secretary was requested to contact the solicitor on the 

following matters. 

Rule 3.  Positions were to be one Vice-President, a past President and separate offices for Secretary and 

Treasurer. 

Rule 21. That the 10 mile radius be increased to 15. 

He was also requested to contact Messrs McLean and Foard re plans of the Club House and Links and 

pass them on to Mr McGuiness. 
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HISTORY (cont.) 

Annual General Meeting held March 15, 1955 was attended by 37 members and the retiring President 

Mr R H Archibald was re-elected un-opposed.  Mr Evison spoke of the immense amount of time and  

energy the President had given the Club and warmly congratulated him on assuming the role of President 

for the 6th consecutive year.  In response he thanked the Committee for their efforts, he said it was  

gratifying to look around the Club House and see the improvements over the past 12 months, however he 

said that the major future efforts would be in paying for this project.   

As there were only sufficient nominations for the vacant positions the following were duly declared 

elected. 

Vice-Presidents: N. Roberts  Past President: S. McKerrell  Captain: R. Evison  Secretary: L. Ferguson 

Treasurer: R P Hawkins  Committee: F H Morecroft, A L McLeod, A. Potter, A. Archibald, T. Burns, C 

C (Haggis) McPherson, J L Pallot and A R Kyle. 
 

Mr Burns raised subscriptions and in referring to the Auditors report said it was impossible to leave subs 

as they were at present, he moved that they be raised by 2 guineas to 8 guineas for Members with Associ-

ates remaining at 4 guineas.  An amendment was moved to raise Associates subs to 5 guineas.  This was 

passed.  Country & Junior Members to pay half the above. 
 

A long discussion was had over applying for a Licence for the Club, a number were against due to the 

cost others believed that it would be a significant advantage.  The Committee was instructed to go into 

the matter more fully and come back with a report. 
 

The excellent work of Greenkeeper Mr Greenwood was discussed and his salary was increased by 2 

pounds per week. 

Ron Healey Historian 
HISTORY PHOTOS  

 A couple in these group Pennant shots have me guessing.   

My contact is: rh1236@aussiebroadband.com.au  or  0414535379 - Ron Healey 

mailto:rh1236@aussiebroadband.com.au
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 HISTORY PHOTOS .. Ron Healey 

In last month’s photos the ladies watching the Kylie Mole/Dolly Parton show were Edith Brumby,  

Freda Morgan, Joyce Lucas and Joan Perry and the two younger ladies with Marion Dwyer are  

Serrin Cooper and Claire Deery. 

June Jackson had a number of photos given to her of golf club events in the 90’s and kindly passed them 

on to me for use in this section of history, they will help fill up some space created by the lack of any golf 

activity.  25 years is not that long ago I can recognise most of those in the photos.  

Unfortunately none of the photos are labelled. Mostly rear shot photos are unrecognisable, but there is no 

mistake who this player is. I would like to get all these photos identified. The black & whites are from the 

1996 Pro-Am. 
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S B U N K E R S L G 

N U K A E R B T I C 

E G A L O F T A P P 

E G C U P H A N D I 

R Y I P S M Y C A D 

G E B A G A C E B O 

D K C U W P B O G E 

R A H R A N G E N G 

N I W S P A C E R M 

L U B W I N I U U S 

R O A C H R L L N L 

C A P C O E L F H E 

D Y I N U I F A D E 

L S N T G T C L D H 

Y T B A C K S P I N 

N I N E O W A I M H 

A R I N O B P S T N 

W A P Q O U T W E P 

F A T M T A N S A O 

L P I T C H O D M T 

A Y E P A R O U G H 

G R I P B T E E D A 

S K L M S K I N S O 

I E A G L E T O V I 

T C L O U F T J P A 

E K G O R T O E L Z 

N C I Z S P V D E A 

D H T M E T I R S R 

E F O G P T D I A D 

E R W L U A I V N L 

L E U J E R C E D A 

P G C H O K E T R Y 

FIND-A-WORD 

ACE  AMBROSE  AIM  APPROACH  BREAK  BUGGY  BOGEY  BAG  BACKSPIN 

BUNKERS  CUT  CADDY  CUP  CHOKE  CHIP  COURSE  CONNECT  CLUB  DIVOT 

DRAW  DIMPLES  DRIVE  EAGLE  FADE  FAT  FLAGS  FAIRWAY  GRIP  GREENS 

GUR  HEEL  HAZARD  HACK  HOLE  HANDICAP  IN  IRON  IMPACT 

LAG  LAY  LIP  LOB  LOFT  LOST  MULLIGAN  NINE  OUT  PITCH  PUTTER  PLUG 

PACE  PIVOT  POT  PRO  PAR  PIN  RAKE  RANGE  RUN  RULE  ROUND  ROUGH 

READ  SWING  SKINS  STANCE  SAND  SOLE  STICK  TEND  TOE  TIER  TEE 

TEAM  WATER  WIN  YIPS 
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Clubhouse: 5156 6252   
Pro Shop:    5156 6847 
Email:  
club@bairnsdalegolf.com.au 
Website:  
www.bairnsdalegolf.com.au 

BAIRNSDALE GOLF CLUB INC. 
1090 Paynesville Road,  
Eagle Point.  3878 
P.O. Box 485, Bairnsdale.  3875 
A.B.N. 58 801938 139 

 Welcome to our Newsletter—‘The Eagle’. 
Every effort is made to produce the Newsletter on the first Friday of each month.  Any contributions 

and reports would be very gratefully received NO LATER than the Wednesday prior.   

Please send me an email at:  eric.yeates@bigpond.com       Bev Yeates 

Last month Wally was on the back page. 

 

Everyone has a story and I invite you, our members, to submit an article telling us a bit about your early years?   
This month you will have seen two terrific articles from members David Pollard and Sue Bayley.   

A big 'thank you' David and Sue. Knowing Sue had spent many years overseas with her nursing career, I particularly 
asked if she would share some of her stories and I thank her for her contribution.   

I would like to keep this going, so please, don't be shy!   
Many have had remarkable lives, how about sharing?  And some photos would be great as well!     

        
 This space is also for you, the members, to publicise anything you may have for sale, wish to buy, or any general 

news.  The final content will be approved by management.  At this stage there is no trading in golf equipment. 
Please email to me eric.yeates@bigpond.com.    Looking forward to your articles.  Thank you, Bev. 

Golf was invented by  

the same people who  

think music comes out  

of bagpipes. 

mailto:club@bairnsdalegolf.com.au
http://www.bairnsdalegolfclub.com.au
mailto:eric.yeates@bigpond.com

